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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

 Quite a few years ago, a young girl came to me and wanted to ask the 
congregation to sign a petition to save the monarch butterflies.  I asked her to 
think about what she knew about God or Jesus that would be a reason for the 
people of the church to support this.  This very shy little girl returned with a 
written statement that she wanted to read to the congregation on a Sunday 
morning.  Essentially, she said that God made heaven and earth and all the  
animals, and that God told us to take care of the animals.  Emphatically, she 
stated, “And that includes the monarch butterfly.”  Let me tell you, I was very 
proud of that seven-year-old. 
 Today we are living in the middle of a pandemic. People are arguing 
about whether or not to wear masks, and whether to stay home or go out.  
Social distancing has become a political debate.  

 We are facing a presidential and general election.  Misinformation and 
sometimes outright lies are often the vehicle for promoting or opposing partic-
ular candidates.  

We are awakening to the ways that systemic racism has been part of 
our lives – even, and especially, when we do not see it.  Stories from immigra-
tion detention centers are becoming more and more disturbing.  Climate 
change is either scientific or a hoax depending upon who is talking. Our Face-
book feeds are filled with name calling, often nasty disagreements and general-
ly disturbing ways of behaving toward each other. 

I want to invite all of us to reflect upon that question I asked a seven-
year-old to think about many years ago.  What do we know about God or Jesus 
that influences our thoughts and actions on all these subjects?  Please do not 
simply be swayed by the loud voices you hear on any or all sides.  Do not be  
influenced by those who yell the longest or loudest.   

Stop and take some very intentional time to reflect upon what you truly 
know about God and Jesus.  Stop and think about how Jesus told us to treat 
each other.  Have conversations with others that allow for disagreement with-
out denigrating another person.   

Think about the God to whom you pray and ask God to open your 
heart and mind to what is most important to God.  Re-read the Sermon on the 
Mount in Matthew’s gospel, chapters 5-7, as a refresher on what Jesus consid-
ered to be important for us to learn. Spend some time in prayer asking God to 
help guide your thoughts, words, and actions during these times, so that rather 
than asking God to bless us, we may ask God to help us do the things that God 
blesses. 

My prayer is that each of us will look deeply into our faith and make 
decisions that bring joy to God’s heart and hope to the world that God loves. 
Remember that God loves you and me.  Remember also that God loves even 
those with whom we disagree.  May we allow God to guide us in all things. 

 

Pastor Beverly  
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Wesley Virtual Potluck Dinner and  

Congregational Meeting via Zoom 

October 6
th
 at 6:30pm 

 

 

Sign in to zoom with whatever dish your heart desires so we can share a 

meal together while we discuss the future pastoral needs at Wesley! We’ll 

be sure to spend a few minutes comparing meals and swapping recipes  

before we get into the meat of the discussion (cue groan at the food pun 

here!). 

 

Deborah will lead us through a facilitated process to discuss all the  

advantages and challenges, hopes and worries about Wesley’s future  

pastor. Should and can we maintain a full-time pastor? Would we be better served by a part-time pastor? What 

qualities and skills are most important in our next pastor? Everyone’s input in this discussion matters, and this is 

your opportunity to share your thoughts! 

 

To prepare, SPRC is asking all who can to read the first 3 chapters of Part-Time is Plenty: Thriving without Full-
Time Clergy by G. Jeffrey MacDonald. Here are some reviews from our own Wesley community: 

 

"I was surprised by the % of less than full-time pastors in congregations.  Before reading the book, I thought part-

time might be the beginning of the end but afterward felt differently." – Susan N 

 

“I was encouraged by the book and thought previously we were headed for closure. But after reading the first 

part of the book I remembered the talented lay people our church has and realized we could do this, and it 

could be a positive. It gave me hope for Wesley’s future." – Betty G 

 

There are many copies of the book among the congregation. Contact Kristen in the church office to borrow one. 

Or you can find it on Amazon. 

 

We look forward to seeing you soon on Zoom!  We’re off to decide what to cook – so many options. 

 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

October 4
th

 
 
On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate our brothers and sisters 
around the world with a special communion and offering.  This special 
communion helps us remember that we are all connected through Jesus 
Christ. He didn’t come for some of us.  He came for all of us.  Your  
offering helps an international or national graduate student with the cost  

of their continuing education.  These are students who might otherwise be overlooked or forgotten.  We believe 
that we are all called to be a part of the important work of discipleship and that is one of the many reasons we 
give on this special Sunday.  You can donate on our website (other special projects) or mail a check to the 
church at 55 Woodland St, Lincoln, RI 02865.  Remember to specify World Communion Sunday. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
I have to tell you I’ve been kind of sad lately. I was so excited to tell you 
about my new friends Faith and Grace and how we were so alike. But people 
have been telling me that we really aren’t alike at all because they’re so much 
bigger than I am, and they’re fluffier, and a different color…  
 

It made me confused. All three of us are lambs and we’ve had so many of the 
same experiences, we understand each other. And if those people are right, 
does that mean you and I shouldn’t be friends? That the experiences we’ve 
shared at Wesley don’t matter because I’m a lamb and you are human? If 
that’s so I think it would break my heart. 
 

I talked to Faith and Grace about how I felt. And you know what? It’s really, really good to be able  
to talk to someone about how you feel. My friends helped me understand some things and now I’m 
feeling better. Faith told me that it’s important to trust that God brings together the right people – 
humans and sheep included – the ones that can help each other and support each other.  
 

And Grace told me a story about a time she was made fun of for being so big and having fluffy wool. 
She told me she was so hurt she couldn’t stop crying. But a friend – a giraffe! – told her that God 
made her big and fluffy and loves her exactly as she is, the same way God loves Gordon just like he  
is, with his long neck and spots. Faith and Grace helped me see how God is at work in my life, in all 
our lives.  
 
I’m so glad to have friends like Faith and Grace that help me. Do you have friends like that? I sure 
hope you have some Faith and Grace in your life! 

In faith, JC Lamb  

Lay Leader Notes 
 

Hello My Friends, 
 

Another change of season is upon us and time to begin the harvest of fall.  Wineries are busy gathering 
grapes, farms are bailing hay and we at Wesley church have some important decisions to make as we pre-
pare to find a new pastor since Pastor Beverly is retiring!   I wish I was the one retiring!!! 
 

Please be sure to read this entire newsletter.  It’s filled with a 
ton of information. So much so that I am giving up some of my 
space.  In reality, I need a bit of a break and decided my best 
way to serve our church at this time is to pray unceasingly!  
Please join me as well! 
 

Awaiting God’s bountiful harvest for all! 
 

Lynne 
Lay Leader 
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Continued on next page 

 
Vision     
Wesley Church serves as a source of comfort and 

strength for everyone seeking to grow in their Chris-

tian journey, so that everyone feels welcomed, includ-

ed, and part of a community with purpose.   

 

Mission 

A radically inclusive community, rooted in God, 

growing in the Spirit, sharing the love of Christ, to 

bring justice to the world. 

 

Core Values – At Wesley UMC we are called to: 

1. Grow in faith together, regardless of where  

      we as individuals are today, and model it as 

disciples of Christ 

2. Be welcoming to all, practicing radical inclusiv-

ity recognizing that we are ALL part of God’s 

family 

3. Work as an entity together serving others and 

bringing justice to the world 

 

Note – address tracking new people engaging with the 

church in various capacities 

 

Goals & Objectives 

1. Create and sustain a programmatic (Christian 

education and small group fellowship) infra-

structure that supports faith growth and disci-

pleship across a spectrum of engagement and 

development 

a. At least one small group study happen-

ing at any time 

b. At least two levels of study happen 

throughout the year 

c. At least one non-book/bible study  

    experience offered throughout the year  

     (i.e. film study, music study) 

d. At least one small group fellowship  

      focused option (as opposed to study  

      approach) offered throughout the year 

e. At least one congregational fellowship 

event each year 

f. Actively identify, support and mentor 

those seeking lay servant and other 

calls to ministry 

2. Provide an authentic worship experience that 

can be accessed both in person in Lincoln, RI 

and online, continually growing the number of 

people engaged 

a. Year over year growth in both in-person 

and online worship participants (once 

full in-person worship is possible) 

b. New worship volunteers added each year 

(e.g. liturgists, music, reading of the 

call to worship/opening prayer/Lord’s 

prayer, ushers, greeters, tech director/

AV support) 

3. Deepen connections to our local community, 

continually practicing radical inclusivity and 

promoting that approach 

a. Maintain relationships with at least 3 

community-users of the church build-

ing at all times 

b. Host at least 4 community-wide, free 

events throughout the year 

c. Identify and celebrate individuals’  

      contributions to the broader community 

on a regular basis 

4. Address the food insecurity in our local commu-

nity and feed people – body and spirit 

a. Maintain and grow relationship with 

Northern RI Food Pantry – collect at 

least 200 of monthly items each month 

b. Host at least 4 community-wide, free 

events with a meal provided or provide 

meals to community-based orgs/front-

line workers each year 

5. Fulfill our commitment to the greater United 

Methodist Church connectional system with 

consistent full participation in mission shares 

a. Pay full mission shares apportionment 

each year through regular, consistent 

payments 
 

Wesley UMC 

Roadmap/  

Ministry  

Action Plan 

(MAP)  

2020-2023 
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Strategies & Activities to Reach our Goals 

Activity Goal(s)  

addressed 

When?  

(Now or Post-

COVID) 

Person  

accountable/lead 

Priority 

Level 

(1-5) 

Activate prayer team 1 Now    

Regular bible/prayer/film/music study 

groups 

1, 3 Now    

Young adult group 1, 3 Now    

Worship streaming & tech supported in 

person experience 

2, 5 Now  1 

Grow our card outreach 1, 2, 3 Post-COVID    

Deepen connection to community groups 

(e.g. CDL, Hand-in-Hand) 

3      

Reach new residents of nearby mill renova-

tion – meet each other as well as the 

church 

1, 2, 3 Upon its  

opening 

   

Program series for broader community on 

inclusion of LGBTQ+ community, anti-

racist approaches, etc 

1, 3, 4 Congregation 

only – NOW; 

broader com-

munity in 6 

mo’s – 1 year 

   

Regular family programming (for all ages) 

with food that is free for all (e.g. Bunny 

Breakfast, Movie Night, Bingo Night, etc 

3, 4 Post-COVID    

Mission Map 3 Now    

Northern RI Food Bank 3, 4 Now    

Meals delivery to community organizations 3, 4 Now    

Incorporate mission shares into regular an-

nual budget of church, not last mile giving 

5 Now?    

Develop communications plan for the 

church 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Now (to cover 

next 3 years) 

 1 

Actively share resources for external lay 

servant and other courses 

1 Now and  

ongoing 

    

Host congregational “food contest” as  

fellowship event 

1 Post-COVID     

For more 

information 

on leads or 

accountable 

persons, 

please 

contact the 

church office. 

Thank you. 
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Finance News and Updates! 
 
It’s autumn already, a chill in the air reminds me of the inevitable 
changes of seasons, the certainty that what comes next is expected.  
Some love the fall and winter, others, well not so much. Our finances 
have a certain cycle that is also very predictable.  A summer slump,  
a rebound in the fall, and an expectation of fall events that will fill 
any gap that might exist. 
 
It’s also a good time to take a look at the numbers.  It’s important to 
know that while we will re-apply for the Equitable Compensation 
Grant and Mission Share relief, they are not guaranteed, and the  
PPP funding of course will not be available next year.  Please see  
additional information on alternative fundraising elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 
 

Dan, Chair of Finance Committee  

 

Northern RI 
Food Pantry 
Donations 

Food Is Love 
 

We did it again!!!!    
 
219 cereal boxes for  
September for the  
Northern RI Food Pantry 
along with many other 
bags of various food items 
to feed our brothers and 
sisters. 
 

Thank you for your  
continued support and  
know we are spreading 
God’s love to many in 
need.  
 
Now it’s time to watch 
store sales for peanut 
butter.  The collection  
has begun and we hope  
to surpass 200 jars.   
 

WE CAN DO THIS! 
 

Val and  
Lynne  
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Finance News and Updates! 
Part 2 

 
Our traditional fundraising efforts have been interrupted by COVID and what many enjoy as a  
time for fellowship and fun that benefits the Church could not happen as we are used to.  It also 
impacts our ability to meet our Conference Mission Share obligation.  Normally, we anticipate a 
successful Christmas on the Hill to provide the boost we need to fill the gap and cover what we 
can offer to meet the needs of the church worldwide.  Our Mission shares support not just our 
share of our District and Conference leadership expenses but support charitable and volunteer  
efforts in New England and throughout the world.  UMCOR, Africa University, Camps and Retreat 
Centers, just would not survive without our financial support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

One alternate that’s being considered is the UN-Bazaar.  This concept looks within the Church at 
how much our Congregation contributes, or spends, at the bazaar itself.  Would you consider a 
special gift to the church of funds you might normally spend at the bazaar, or the equivalent to 
what you might spend in preparing your donations for the bazaar?  The cost of making crafts, or 
food items, or purchasing the same, could be given as a donation this year, in the spirit of our 
Christmas on the Hill Bazaar.  One person even told me about their efforts towards the bazaar and 
asked… “this is a lot of work, can’t I just write a check?”.  A great goal would be the $5,000 bal-
ance we anticipate being due at years end for Mission Shares Fund 1 and 2.  We anticipate meet-
ing Fund 3 (ministry expenses) by years end. 
 
While we consider other ways to ensure we meet all expense obligations, I invite you to offer your 
gifts, your suggestions, and be part of the conversation as we envision the life of the church for 
the next 5-50 years! 
 
May God bless and multiply all the gifts that you offer! 
 
Dan  
 
(thanks to Lynne for her graphics art work above!) 

Wesley UMC 

Generosity 
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Next Chapter Team 
 
Greetings, 
 

Thank you to all who showed up on Zoom to discuss the Wesley 
UMC Ministry Action Plan (MAP) that has resulted from our more 
than two-year process to determine what Wesley’s Next Chapter 

looks like. Feedback from many different sources within the  
congregation (remember the chili cook-off conversations? the  

Wesley history timeline?) and beyond, as well as lots of prayer  
contributed to the MAP.  This newsletter has the entire MAP  
printed within it, so you can spend as much time reviewing it as 

you like - on pages 4-5. A few things to remember as you read 
through it: 
 

 It is not complete – there are plenty of places to expand on new  

     ideas and find activities/actions you would like to be part of as  
     an individual within the Wesley Church community 
 

 It is a living document – as a congregation we will review this regularly to see what is 

working and what isn’t, and what might be missing 
 

 If you see a name next to an activity, reach out – the names next to some activities are 

simply those who’ve already volunteered to lead in some way, but there is always room 
for more people to help and plenty of activities in need of people to lead 

 

So where do we go from here? One of the most time urgent conversations we must have as 
a congregation has to do with our pastoral appointment. As you might remember, Pastor 

Beverly is retiring at the end of June. She already delayed her retirement by one year, giv-
ing us a great gift of stability during this most challenging time. But we must prepare for a 
new pastor now, there is no more delaying this change. 

 
The development of our MAP has a been a great resource as the Staff Parish Relations 

Committee (SPRC) begins the work of developing our church “profile” that we must submit 
to the District Superintendent and the Bishop who ultimately decide who to appoint as 
our pastor. One decision as a congregation we must make before the end of 2020 is 

whether we need and can financially support a full-time pastor or a part-time pastor. Both 
the Next Chapter Team and the SPRC have begun conversations exploring what it might 

look like for Wesley to have a less than full-time pastor.   
 
Many within those groups have read the book Part-Time is Plenty: Thriving Without Full-
Time Clergy by G. Jeffrey MacDonald, which provides positive examples of churches  
thriving and growing in their ministry through shifting how they allocate their resources.  

We’ll be hosting a congregational meeting on Tuesday, October 6 at 6:30 pm via Zoom to 
discuss the advantages and challenges of both having a full-time pastor and having a part
-time pastor, as well as discuss the priorities of the qualities and skills we seek in our next 

pastor whether full or part-time.  

Next 

Chapter 

News 

Continued on next page 
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   Worship Service ~ Sundays at 10:00am 
 

Join us at Wesley UMC on Facebook at:  https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013 

 

Bulletins will be emailed out on Thursday so you can participate at home.  You can also  

watch the service on You Tube and/or our website:  https://wesley-umc.org. 

 

Each first Sunday of the month, we are offering the opportunity to receive  

Communion.  For the month of October, communion will be between 12:30pm  

and 2:00pm at the church.  Pastor Beverly will set up a table with prefilled  

consecrated communion servings.  A sign up genius sign up sheet will be  

emailed out the week prior.  (This is only to try to spread out the amount of  

people coming so you don’t have a long wait.)  If you don’t sign up or forget  

to, still come to the church!  We welcome all to receive communion.   

For more information, please contact the church office. 

Continued from previous page 

 
We hope you’ll find a way to join in that conversation. In preparation, we highly recom-

mend reading the first 3 chapters of Part-Time is Plenty. There are many copies of the book 
among the congregation. If you’d like to borrow one of those copies, simply contact Kristen 

in the church office and she’ll coordinate. The book is also available on Amazon if you 
want to purchase your own (sadly, it is not available from the library). 
 

We look forward to continuing the conversations and prayerfully mapping our path for-
ward with all of the Wesley church family. 

 
Yours in faith, 
Your Next Chapter Team 

Church Conference 2020 
October 21st at 7:00pm 

 

This is our important annual meeting with the District Superintendent, 
Rev. David Calhoun.  This meeting will take place electronically via Zoom.  If you would like 
to be involved in the conference but cannot access Zoom, let the church office know.  
 

If you would like to receive the materials for our annual meeting, please contact the church 
office - even if you aren’t sure you’ll be able to attend.   

https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013
https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013
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  Grace Notes 
 

“Talk with each other much about the Lord, quoting psalms and hymns  

and singing sacred songs, making music in your hearts to the Lord.”  

                                                             - Ephesians 5:19, The Living Bible 
 

Does music speak to your heart? Are you looking for a way to 
explore your faith, to grow closer to God? Grace Notes may be just what you’re looking for.  
 
Each week we offer you an opportunity to explore your relationship with God through music – 
either a hymn or a more contemporary Christian song – exploring how the words relate to  
our life and our faith journey. The words will be included, as well as related Bible verses and 
questions for you to answer in your own time. Some of the questions may be easy for you to 
answer, but others may be quite challenging. The challenge to examine our feelings and beliefs 
is what helps to deepen and strengthen our faith.  
 

While we are showing our love for each other by staying apart due to Covid-19, this will be an 
individual, self-directed study. This means there is no required reading or meeting. You can 
do this any way you like. You can work on the song when you like, you can skip a week, skip a 
song if that feels right.  
 

A new song will be added to the website - www.wesley-umc.org - each Monday.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Coni Ferland at cjferland@gmail.com. 
 
   This is the song list so far: 
            Week 1:  “How long O Lord” 
         Week 2:  “Remind me who I am” 
      Week 3:  “Come out the wilderness” 
             Week 4:  “We all bleed the same”  

Fall Soft Goods Fund Drive  
 
We have begun our fund drive for soft goods this fall.  We are collecting soft goods, which includes 
clothes, blankets, sheets and towels.  Please have your items in plastic garbage bags.  You can  
enter through the Sanctuary doors as items will be placed in the music room.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Valerie Valentine at 401-934-2811. 
 

The deadline for bringing items to the church is Monday, November 
9th. 
 
You may bring these items into the church on the following dates: 
 
Saturday, October 17th from 10:00 to 11:00am 
Saturday, October 31st from 10:00 to 11:00am 
During office hours - Tue & Thu 9am-3pm & Wed 9am-1pm 

http://www.wesley-umc.org
mailto:cjferland@gmail.com
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October 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
Worship 
10:00am 

5 
 
 
 
 

White  
Fragility 7pm 

6 
 
 
 

 
Congregational 

Meeting 
630pm 

7 8 9 10 

11 
Worship 
10:00am 

12 

Office Closed 

No Hand in Hand 

13 
 
 
 
 

Admin  
Council 7pm 

14 15 16 17 

18 
Worship 
10:00am 

19 20 21 
 
 
 

Church  
Conference 

SPRC 6pm 

Meeting 7pm 

22 23 24 

25 
Worship 
10:00am 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

 


