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Worship Service
Sundays at 10:00am
Join us at Wesley UMC for
our Sunday service:
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Sunday after 8am – Wesley UMC’s YouTube Channel
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDK1dVjKmv3kBFO2XQsG8gg)
Sunday at 10am – Wesley UMC’s Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013)
Sunday at 10am – Wesley UMC’s website (https://wesley-umc.org/)
Bulletins are emailed out on Thursdays so you can participate at
home. If you’d like to be added to our email list, contact the church
office. Since the service will be online, we will not
be sharing names/personal information during the
service. You will find a short list of prayers/concerns
on your virtual bulletin under Pastoral Prayer.
If you’d like to add your own prayers & concerns for
next week, please contact the office or Pastor Beverly
by 1pm Wednesday. Please refer to page 9 for
information on Communion Sundays.
We thank you again for your continued patience and
understanding. If you have any concerns and/or questions, please
feel free to reach out to the church office or Pastor Beverly.

Zoom Prayer Room
The Zoom Prayer Room takes place
each evening at 7:00pm. The info is
below.
Please note that there will be a 40 minute limit on this link.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72045294469?
pwd=Q3E3QTNxT01qZUNKREFKdzBOdWVoQT09
Meeting ID: 720 4529 4469
Password: 02865
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Community Meal Outreach
As you may have seen, there is a Community Meal Outreach program that was
launched at the church. We are working to raise funds to send meals to communities and organizations either in need or working to help during this unprecedented
time. This program has been very successful so far.
Any support is greatly appreciated. Interested in supporting this cause?
Check out the below ways to donate:
1. Send a check to the church made out to Wesley UMC and mailed to 55 Woodland Street Lincoln,
RI 02865- please note "Community Meal Outreach" in the memo
2. Donate online at https://checkout.square.site/pay/9bbee159c8c148f483ff89fb571fb74b
In June, this program was such a success that together we were able to raise nearly $500 and support a meal
for the housekeeping staff at 4 Aldersbridge Community locations. Please go to page 8 read a thank you note
from a director at Aldersbridge.

Songs of Psalms Bible Study
Dear Church Family,
I am going to be starting a virtual bible study for youth/people in
my age bracket. This being said you are welcome to join but
know that the goal is to reach any people that could potentially be
drawn to our virtual service and in our walls for worship someday.
These will be my views, but they are closely tied with Wesleyan
beliefs and I have had long talks with Pastor Beverly about this.
The study will be looking at the psalms and how we can relate them to current day, remarkably easy, but
also attach them to modern non-secular and secular songs. Music has been always a major part of my
life and when I was thinking about doing this study I was reading over the psalms and so many songs
came flooding into my head. I am looking forward to this study and hope that it works out.
I Love and Miss you all!

Bible Study Plan
A journey through the psalms exploring the fact that psalms are “songs” by
finding modern secular and non-secular songs that can relate to the psalm as
we read it. Depending on length of the psalm we will read two for each study.

Day 1: A Long Road to Higher Ground
Psalm 1: Long Road to Ruin – Foo Fighters
Psalm 2: Higher Ground – Stevie Wonder

Yours in Faith,
Taylor Barrett

Day 3: You’ve got Friends to help you Through
the Nightmares

Psalm 6: Nightmare – Set it Off
Psalm 7: You’ve got a Friend – James Taylor
Day 2: Help Their Ain’t No Mountain High to
You’ve got a friend in me – Randy Newman

Keep Me From Shining
Psalm 3: Ain’t No Mountain High Enough – Marvin
Gaye
Psalm 4: Shine – Collective Soul
Psalm 5: Help – The Beatles

Day 4: Better is one Day to Sing For Joy
Psalm 8: Better is one Day – Matt Redman
Psalm 9: Sing for Joy – Don Moen
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Mission Shares – We Give Because It Makes a Difference!
Our Mission Share is part of our Connection with the greater United Methodist Church. It’s how we provide
for leadership and justice, feed the poor, support global Mission and be the Church throughout the world.
Visit https://www.neumc.org/missionshares to learn more about how our gifts to the Church are spent.

$17,380

Our 2020 Mission Share is $17,380. This has been reduced from $26,500 by our
request for special consideration. We’ve been given a break in 2019 and 2020
to help stabilize our finances and work on strengthening our Congregation and
financial condition.

Mission Shares at Work (click for more info)
$10,115 goes towards Ministry Support: providing for District and Conference expenses, pensions, and
connectional support for Churches struggling.
$1,766 goes towards New England Missions: Camp and retreat centers, Volunteer in Mission efforts, etc.
$5,499 goes towards World Missions: Global efforts to provide justice, help the poor, do God’s work.
To date, through your gifts and donations, we have been able to provide $5367 towards our Mission Shares.
With our Mission Share Relief, and our Equitable Compensation grant to support the Pastor’s salary, we are
expected to pay 100%. This is funded primarily through directed giving. You have to indicate you want part
of your giving to go towards missions. It is NOT currently part of our annual budgeted expenses.
Several people included Mission Share giving as part of the electronic giving via Vanco. This is a tremendous
help to the Church. With Covid restrictions and no in-person Worship, the envelopes in the bulletin are not
available, and that’s where we have been struggling.
Can you make a special gift this summer towards Mission Shares? Go to the links above to learn more. There
is a lot of information on the Conference website. How our obligation is calculated, exactly where the money
goes, how our leadership makes decisions, and much more. If you are able, please consider a summer gift
towards fulfilling our obligation for Mission Shares. You can send a check to the office, or go online to our
secure giving panel wesley-umc.org. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Obligation

What we paid

This Graphic shows from 2019 to 1995 history of our Support of Mission Shares. We have been faithful, and
our Church needs us to be again.
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Let’s Talk about Race, Racism,
Social Justice, Equity
Racism Group Studies - from Pastor Beverly
At our congregational meeting on June 15th, we agreed that we would like to
offer opportunities for discussion about these difficult subjects. One of our
ideas of a public forum probably needs to wait until we are able to have a
larger group in our fellowship hall. Meanwhile, we can have important discussion among ourselves.
I have set up two groups that will be very different. Group One and Group Two (descriptions follow). Take
your pick. Join one or both depending upon what you would like to do right now. At this point I am setting
them up for evenings but am definitely open to (and might prefer) a daytime group for either if that is a preference. At this point, all groups will be held by Zoom. They are open to anyone in the church or anyone
you may choose to invite. I am very willing to be flexible on these dates but wanted to get something out to
you before too much time lapsed.
It would be helpful to know who plans to participate in which group, although I will send the video or article
links for the 4 session group to everyone so that you may also view these and read the articles even if you are
not able to participate in a group. The group is most helpful so that we can talk with each other and share
what we learned and where we struggle.

Group One:
Meaningful Conversations About Race
This will be a four-session group using a mixture of video and articles to be read before the group meets.
I’m suggesting that we meet every two weeks on Thursday evenings beginning at 7pm. I will provide all
articles and video links well ahead of time.
Thursday, August 6th
#1: “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” article by Peggy McIntosh
This is an almost classic 7 page article that contains a list of things we might not have thought about as
providing white people with privilege. For example: I can, if I wish, arrange to be in the company of people
of my race most of the time. I can go shopping alone most of the time, pretty well assured that I will not be
followed or harassed.
Thursday, August 20th
#2: “Deconstructing White Privilege” with Robin DiAngelo
This is a 22-minute video that helps explain white privilege and goes
a little deeper in helping to understand this.
Thursday, September 3rd
#3: “America’s Enduring Caste System” by Isabel Wilkerson
This is a 21 page in depth article published in the New York Times
Magazine on July 1, 2020. It includes a mixture of history, sociology and personal experience.
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page
Thursday, September 17th
#4: “Meaningful Conversations about Race” with Dr. David
Anderson-Hooker
In this 20-minute video, Dr. Hooker focuses on how hard it is to have
meaningful conversations. He is a lawyer, mediator, and facilitator who
has worked with communities, governments, and international NGOs on
justice making and peace building.

Group Two:
White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism, by Robin DiAngelo
Mondays at 7:00pm: Aug. 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st, Sept. 14th, 21st, 28th, Oct. 5th
This has become a very popular book for conversation right now. Robin DiAngelo is a white, antiracist educator. She explores how white fragility develops, how it protects racial inequality, and what we can do to engage more constructively.
This book has 12 chapters and I am suggesting that we plan for 9 sessions meeting on Monday nights at 7pm
beginning August 3rd and continuing until October 5th (Skipping Labor Day). If the group is willing to read a
little more each week, we might be able to shorten this to a 6-group session. We can discuss that when we
meet. I know this can sound a little overwhelming, but the book is worth the time and energy.

Northern RI Food Pantry Donations
Happy Summer My Friends,
Many thanks to all who donated Tuna Fish to the Northern RI Food
Pantry. YAHOO, we exceeded our goal of 200 cans by collecting 285
cans!!!! Way to go Wesley and more importantly, helping to feed
those in need!
For the month of August we are collecting canned fruit. You guessed it, 200 cans! The deadline for
canned fruit is August 14th. For those of you who like to know the item for September, it is cereal. Yes, 200 boxes! AS A REMINDER, WE HAVE A COVERED CONTAINER OUTSIDE OF
THE SANTUARY FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO DROP OFF ANYTIME.
With all that is going on in our country/world, let our hearts be filled with love and compassion as
we continue extending food to others in our local Community.
Check out the video of Lynne and Valerie at the Food Pantry interviewing Jeff Whitfield here:
https://youtu.be/4ZCnSO5xAfM
God bless everyone!
Lynne Lamarre, Lay Leader

P.S. We still need a catchy name!
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Covid-19 and Wesley Church – Where do we stand? What’s next?





When are we going to start worshipping in our building again?
What will it look like when we do?
My friend’s church is worshipping in their building, why aren’t we?
Suppose I don’t feel safe coming back to the building yet, what
about me?

These are all important questions and none of them have easy
answers. We have a “re-launch” team of 11 people who have met 3 times so far to discuss exactly these
questions and more. So, what’s happening?
First, it is important to realize that we are all different. We are different ages, and we have different
health conditions and family situations. So, what works for one person will not necessarily work for someone else. It’s going to be very important for us to honor each person’s decisions and not try to second
guess anyone or jump to any conclusions.
We have developed a short survey to get your thoughts on some of these questions and we would
ask you to fill out that survey within the next couple of days and most definitely within one week. Your
answers will help us as we continue to move ahead. You can access the survey here.
The easiest question to answer is the last one.


Suppose I don’t feel safe coming back to the building yet, what about me?

When we come back to in-person worship, we will continue to provide on-line worship for anyone
who is not able to be with us in person, whether that is for health reasons, or because you work on Sundays
or live too far away or whatever reason. We’ve learned a lot during the last four months, and we will continue to learn, but we will continue to provide on-line worship.
We received a grant and donations from several people that are allowing us to purchase a camera
and monitors for the sanctuary as well as a computer and software to help make this all go smoothly. We
don’t have all of that yet, but we will soon.
When we offer in-person worship, it will be a hybrid service
combining some things like the sermon, and some parts taking place
in the sanctuary and some other parts (especially any singing of
hymns) being pre-recorded and viewed on our monitors.
This is especially important because the best information we
currently have is that singing propels droplets that can carry a good
distance and can infect someone who is too close. Speakers are also
advised that we should be about 16 feet away from the nearest person unless wearing a mask. The distance between the pulpit and
the front pew is 16 feet, so sermons can be preached without a mask,
but must be from the pulpit.


What about other churches?

Yes, we know that there are some churches that are meeting in person and we hope to be one of
them too, but not until we believe we can do this and be safe. Many of us are over 65 and are being advised
that we should not be in crowds.
It is summer and our sanctuary is very hot! The air circulation in there is not ideal and that, in itself, makes it both more uncomfortable and riskier to gather together indoors.
Yes, many people are going indoors to stores – most of which are air conditioned, and in all cases,
people are moving around and not sitting in one place for a longer period. Sadly, in some places, churches
are also becoming “super-spreaders” and we do not want to take any chances with that. We love you too
much to take a chance with your health.

Continued on next page
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What will it look like when we have in-person worship?

When you come into the building you will be asked to maintain 6
feet from anyone not in your immediate family. Spaces will be marked off
for safe seating that will keep you 6 feet away from the nearest person.
That will probably look something like, one person on each end of a pew
and then one person in the middle of the pew in front of that. People who
live together may sit together and we’ll try to take that into account in
spacing out seating.
Because we want to keep everyone safe, there will not be any hugging or hand shaking. (I know we will all miss that )
When the service is over, people will be asked to leave beginning
in the back of the sanctuary and to immediately leave the building. No
coffee time, no fellowship time sitting across from each other, no small group conversation. (Another
)
You will immediately notice that there are no teddy bears in the pews and no hymnals or Bibles.
They have all been put away because that is the safest thing to do right now. Teddy bears will still be available if you want to give one to someone but right now, they can’t be in the pews.


What else will happen when I come to in-person worship?

If you are at all sick, or think you might be, please stay at home. We will make note of everyone who
attends so that we have the information in the unfortunate case of needing to do any contact tracing. We are
working out the best way to do that.
You will not open the door. It will either be propped open or an usher wearing gloves will open it for
you.
There will be hand sanitizer available and you are encouraged to use it.
You will wear a mask. If there is a medical reason why you cannot wear one, we will want you to
make that known to us ahead of time so that we can have a place for you to sit that will be safest for you and
for others. If you forget your mask – don’t worry. We have a supply of one-time use masks that we will give
you.
We will not pass the offering plate. We are supposed to avoid high touch surfaces to protect everyone. The offering plate will be in one location and we would encourage you to put your offering in the plate
before the service begins. More information as we work out the details.


So, when will we start worshipping in-person?

That is still one of the biggest questions. Pastor Beverly is recording from the sanctuary. Jim is
recording his prelude and postlude from the sanctuary at a different time.
As we get the camera and other equipment set up we hope to be able to move to a combination of live
and pre-recorded segments, with the whole service being live-streamed to Face book and
recorded to go on our website. When we are at that point, we will start to make it
possible for a couple of people to attend the in-person version. The first people would
likely be those who do not have internet or a way to watch and participate in our current
service. If that describes you, and you would like to be one of the people able to come
back with no more than 10 people in the sanctuary, please let Kristen in the office know
that.
When we get a little more comfortable with that, and when the weather starts to
cool off a little, we expect that we will be able to open the doors for more people to worship in-person. It is highly unlikely that this will happen until at least September. At
that point, we will likely not have Sunday School but children will be able to sit with
their parents.
Continued on next page
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What about communion?

We are still discussing this. For now, Pastor Beverly will continue to
make communion available outdoors at the church on our normal communion
Sundays. We are using individual packets for this with the wafer and juice prepackaged.
We are still exploring the best methods for communion in the sanctuary. We may continue to use
the pre-packaged packets with people picking them up before they come in and taking communion in their
seats, or we may use another way. For the long-term foreseeable future, we will likely be using individual
plastic disposable cups. Again, more information will be coming on this.


Questions?

We all have lots of questions and we will continue to work with them. If you have specific questions,
please contact Pastor Beverly or anyone on the re-launch team.
We might also say that we will all be following the process of this pandemic and we hope that we will
not have to stop in-person worship, but we will do so if the medical and government authorities advise to do
so, or if we believe that is in the best interest of our congregation. We will do everything we can to cooperate with authorities and we will always seek to do what we believe God would want us to do to take care of
all people.
Your Covid-19 Re-launch Team: Pastor Beverly, Mike Cole, Linda Cole, Lynne Lamarre, Dan Genannt, Coni
Ferland, Deborah Obalil, Glenn Graham, Taylor Barrett, Linda Andrews, Kristen Charpentier, Susan Newbury

A message from Lee-Ann Beaupre, Director of Human Resources at Aldersbridge
regarding the Wesley UMC Community Meal Outreach program:
Here are some photos from the luncheon. The staff were so appreciative of your
kindness. We made sure they had tables with linen, centerpieces and real silverware, lol (we have gone to all disposables). The staff ordered their choice of lunch
from Riviera Restaurant in East Providence. It was actually the first time in months
that staff from the two different communities were able to eat lunch together as we
have kept staff within their assigned work communities for the past few months.
We are so grateful to and proud of our Housekeeping, Laundry and
Maintenance teams who are truly front line Heroes in our fight
against Covid-19. I am so pleased and proud to announce that both
Linn Health & Rehabilitation and Winslow Gardens Assisted Living
are both 100% Covid free again!!
Again, thank you for acknowledging the outstanding work by our
staff.
Best Regards,
Lee-Ann Beaupre

Visit our website for more pictures
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Celebrating Communion
Many of us have missed celebrating and receiving communion while we
have been out of our building. When we celebrate communion together,
we are celebrating the real presence of Christ with us. We do not believe,
as some do, that the bread and cup are actually transformed into the real
body and blood of Christ but only continue to look like bread and wine
(transubstantiation). Rather, we believe that the Holy Spirit’s outpouring
makes the bread and wine (juice) be for us the body and blood of Christ,
so that we may be for the world the body of Christ redeemed by his
blood.
I believe strongly, that if we believe that God answers this prayer by
becoming the real presence of Christ with us, then God is not limited by
our inability to be physically together. I believe that Christ can and will
be present with us even when we are celebrating through digital media. John Wesley believed that Communion was a “means of grace” one of the ways in which we experience the grace of God present with us.
Given all of this, on Communion Sundays, Communion will be available in two very different ways.
1. The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated during our on-line worship experience. You are encouraged to prepare yourself with a piece of bread of some sort and a drink of juice (grape juice, or other juice)
or even water. I will consecrate the elements and invite you to participate at home. If this does not feel, to
you, like a valid celebration of the sacrament, that is okay. We also recognize a love feast, which is a nonsacramental meal, that reminds of us God’s love. Please participate, or not, as you wish and as you feel the
Spirit leading you.
2. On the first Sunday of the month between 11 am and 1 pm, you are invited to come to the church and to par-

take in communion by receiving a self-contained, pre-filled communion cup and wafer. These will be consecrated during the celebration of communion in worship. I regret to say that I believe that the wafers are not
gluten-free, and I apologize for that, but to the best of my knowledge, this is the only way that these pre-filled
communion servings can be purchased.
So that we can maintain safety during social distancing, only one
person/family will come at a time. I invite you to sign up for a
time using the sign-up genius that Kristen emails the week before
Communion. This does not mean you are bound by your time, but
it helps us to spread out our presence. There will be a table on the
walkway to the sanctuary with the pre-filled sanitary servings.
I will be an appropriate distance away and will offer the words
of distribution and a prayer. You may receive the elements and
discard the container in a waste basket right there. There will also
be hand sanitizer available. In the event of rain, this will be just
inside the doors of the narthex which will be propped open so that no one touches the door handle.
I would ask you to drive up the driveway and to the right at the circle. If there is a car ahead of you, please
remain in your car until that car leaves and then pull forward. After receiving communion, you may simply
drive away, or if you want to spend a few more minutes here and another car has arrived, just pull into the
parking lot. Please remain at an acceptable distance from anyone else who may be present.
Pastor Beverly
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Office: 401-724-7954 ~ info@wesley-umc.org
Pastor Beverly: 401-529-5577 ~ pastor@wesley-umc.org
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White Fragility Congregation
Group 7pm
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White Fragility
Group 7pm

Congregational Zoom Meeting
Tuesday, August 25th at 7:00pm
The purpose of this meeting is to talk about the work of the Next Chapter team.
We will discuss our goals, our values, what has come out of the other meetings,
and where God is calling us as to our next steps. More information to follow.
Contact the church office to get involved!

Thank you to all the people who have volunteered their time in recording
parts of the service for our pre-recorded services throughout these last four
months. Kristen will continue to email volunteers for the weeks ahead and
try to send the information out at least two weeks ahead of your scheduled
date. If you want to be put on the list to record something, let the church
office know. Once again, thank you to all the volunteers out there!
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