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From the Pastor’s Desk 

  

 When you receive this, we will be only a few days away from our  
National Election.   Many of you, like me, will have already cast your ballot  
either through early voting or mail-in voting.  Like me, you probably are tired 
of political ads and you may be praying that the election results will be so clear 
that the results can’t be disputed.   
 So, while I’m not writing about the election, I am thinking about an  
important piece that does relate to the election and to our daily lives.  I have 
heard people say that religion needs to stay out of politics. While I agree that 
no church or religious leader should be trying to tell anyone who to vote for,  
I would respectfully say that religion does, in fact, influence our politics. Reli-
gion and politics need to be in dialogue – at least in our own lives. 
 I know that the “Christian” vote is a huge target in this election,  but I 
would respectfully argue that there is no such thing as a monolithic “Christian” 
vote.  We do not all see things the same way.  We do not all think the same 
way, and we do NOT all vote the same way. However, I believe that our under-
standing of who God is has a profound affect on our politics (as well as on  
every aspect of our lives).   

Rev. Cameron Trimble in a meditation wrote about this.  In part, she 
wrote, “Let me state the obvious. Our theology - what we believe and say about 
God - shapes our politics… If you believe that God is an angry, vengeful God, 
then likely you will behave in angry and vengeful ways. If you believe God has  
a predetermined history and everything is ‘meant to be,’ then you might feel 
justified staying silent in the face of violence, oppression, and injustice.  If you 
believe God is active in our lives and a loving force for good in the world, then 
you likely behave in active, engaged ways that channel God's love into the 
world.  Because we live in community, we shape our laws and social codes 
through the lens of what we believe about God and each other.  Talking about 
religion and politics matters”.  

I think she is right.  I believe that the way we read our Bible and the 
way we understand our heritage makes a difference in how we see all issues 
whether we call them political, secular, or human issues.  Our faith is not 
something that we drag out on Sunday morning and put aside for the rest of 
the week.  

Sadly, my thoughts and actions are not always consistent with what  
I profess to believe about God.  However, it is a good reminder to me to pay  
attention and to be willing to examine them considering what I believe about 
God and who God is calling me to be.  I invite all of us to be willing to engage 
in this kind of soul searching and examination.  What we believe DOES make  
a difference.  And it does affect the policies that we support. 

Please remember that God loves you, and so do I.  

 Pastor Beverly  
 

Trimble, Cameron.  “Talking Religion and Politics” Oct. 20, 2020.   

https://mailchi.mp/739803b3bd94/wcyrz8ckz9-10844654?e=41efcd0852  

Sunday, 

November 1st 

https://mailchi.mp/739803b3bd94/wcyrz8ckz9-10844654?e=41efcd0852
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November  
Worship 
 
Whether in person or at 

home, worship is a time when we step aside 
from our daily lives to intentionally focus on  
our relationship with God.   
 
During November we will be focusing on the 
Gratitude Path.  This will also be part of our  
annual Stewardship Campaign or, Gratitude  
Campaign, if you will – the ways that we show 
our gratitude to God and in our lives.   

Nov. 1st    All Saint’s Day - This is a day when 
we give thanks for the lives of people who have  
meant a lot in our lives.  We will be remembering 
those who died during our time of Covid, and 
lighting candles to remember others who are  
important to us. 
 
Nov. 8th    “Just to Say Thanks” 
 
Nov. 15th  “Give, and It Will be Given to You” 
 
Nov. 22nd  “God Loves a Cheerful Giver” 
 
Nov. 29th  The First Sunday of Advent 

Worship Services 

Sundays at 10:00am 
 

Gluten Free Communion  

starting November 1st 
 

Join us at Wesley UMC on Facebook at:  https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013 
 

Bulletins will be emailed out on Thursday so you can participate at home.  You can also  

watch the service on You Tube and/or our website:  https://wesley-umc.org. 
 

Each first Sunday of the month, we are offering the opportunity to receive 

Communion between 11:00am and 1:00pm at the church.  We are very  

happy to announce that we have gluten free communion beginning  

November 1st.  Pastor Beverly will set up a table with prefilled consecrated 

communion servings.  A sign up genius sign up sheet will be emailed out 

the week prior.  (This is only to try to spread out the amount of people  

coming so you don’t have a long wait.)  If you don’t sign up or forget to,  

still come to the church!  We welcome all to receive communion.   

For more information, please contact the church office. 

Daylight Savings Time ends  
on Sunday, November 1st 

Remember to change your clocks! 

https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013
https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013
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Dear Friends, 
 
I couldn’t wait to be able to write to you again. There are so many 
things happening in the world that make me sad. I bet they make you 
sad too. But there are so many things that remind me of how much 
God loves me – and you too! – that if I just keep thinking about those 
things it’s hard to stay sad. 
 
I used to think I was brave, and if I’m brave, I have to do things for 
myself, by myself, without complaining.  But that was really hard, and 
lonely too. Someone said I should talk to God about it but I said I was 
too afraid – so I guess that means I wasn’t really brave after all. Well,  
I decided to talk to God about how lonely I felt as the only lamb and 
He sent Grace and Faith to be my friends. And now because I was  
actually brave and talked to God about how I felt, I’m not the only 
lamb! And with Faith and Grace in my life other things are changing.  
 
Faith is helping me understand that I don’t have to do everything by myself, that I can always talk to 
God about how I feel and I can trust that God will always be with me even if I can’t see God. She told 
me it’s kind of like sitting down in a chair. You don’t always look to make sure all the parts of the 
chair are there before you sit down, you trust that they are there and you just sit. We laughed about 
that story, because I’m so small I have to climb to get in a chair before I can sit, so I can actually see 
that all the parts are there.  
 
But the more we talked, the more places I could see that kind of thing in my life. I trust that the floor 
will hold me up when I walk, even though I can’t see the underside of the floor. I trust that my 
friends will love me even if sometimes I forget to be nice to them – because I still love my friends 
even if they forget to be nice to me. Faith helped me understand that God feels the same way about 
me. He loves me even if I forget to be nice to Him, and even if I sometimes forget about Him. 
 
And because Grace shared her story, I met Gordon. And some other new friends too. And guess 
what? They’re all getting to know God just like me, so we can tell each other what we learned. And 
because of that, we can all become better friends with each other, and with God. Kind of like you and 
me. And that’s a big reason I can’t stay sad. God makes my heart happy when He plants friends in the 
garden of my life! 

Your friend, 
JC Lamb 

Knitted Items for Bazaar Fundraising 
 

Even though the Bazaar is not happening the normal way this year, 
these knitted items are available to be purchased.  The prices range 
from $7.50 to $60.  If you are interested in purchasing any of these  
items OR if you have items you would like to sell, please contact  

the church office at 401-724-7954. Thank you. 
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Lay Leader Notes 
 
Hello My Friends, 
 

As I write, my heart is saddened by the loss of Lena, our grand-
dog.   She arrived on scene long before the grandchildren and 
was quite the surprise! One evening Moritz and Renee showed 
up with a tiny little fur ball and announced “we got a dog!”    
Well, Lena was getting up in age and had some health issues  
but the news she crossed the rainbow bridge brought tears and much sadness.  Some may say “oh she’s just 
a dog” while others know the pain of loosing a family member.     
 

My tears and grief for her loss are reminders that I loved her, all 100+ pounds with her never ending fur all 
over me/us whenever we saw her or when she vacationed at our home.  She shared her fur coat year round 
and was most generous.  We learned long ago, don’t wear black, it’s a magnet that attracts her very long and 
thick fur to the clothes being worn. 
 

How do we deal with grief?  It’s personal.....   do we make a phone call or visit?  Sometimes it’s hard to know 
what is best for the grieving person.   Or, should we allow the person to work through it without calling or 
stopping over.  We are all so different and so are our comfort needs. 
 

Comfort comes in many ways and I find when I turn to God and flip through the Bible, passages appear  
and speak to me.  It’s better than a glass of wine or piece of chocolate to know God is always with me and 
provides all the love and solace. 
 

As we head into the holiday season of Thanksgiving we are grateful for those who have touched our hearts 
and taught us unconditional love.  RIP Lena. 

Love and Peace, 
Lynne 

Food is Love Update 
 
We did it again! 224 jars of peanut butter for the Northern RI Food Pantry!  
That’s  a lot of sandwiches or homemade peanut butter cookies!!!!   
 
Chuck Marcotte mentioned the donations are down and the need is up.  For  
November our TWO ITEMS are JELLY and MAC N CHEESE.   Our goal for the 
month of THANKSGIVING is 200 of each item.  So far we have 36 Jars of Jelly and 
52 boxes of Mac & Cheese. 
 

Thanks to all who contribute, now let’s fill up the Narthex.  The  covered bin  
remains outside the church sanctuary and is checked daily. 
 
Feeding God’s Family, 
Val and Lynne 
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Wesley Church Family Christmas Greeting Letter 
 

PLEASE READ through as there are COVID-necessary changes this year! 

 

Once again, we will be sending a special Christmas Greeting Letter to everyone on 

our mailing list.  If you would like to make a special gift to Missions this Holiday 

Season, your name will be added to those signing this Christmas Greeting Letter. 

 

There will be NO in person donations this year due to COVID restrictions,  

however you may donate online@ https://wesley-umc.org/support-wesley/ with 

bank account info or a credit card OR by mailing a check to Wesley UMC, 55 Woodland St., Lincoln, RI 

02865. PLEASE write CHRISTMAS GREETING LETTER on the subject line of your check OR note it 

in whichever way you donate. All donations will be recorded and reported as in past years. 

 

We welcome new participants, especially this year when large gatherings are not possible. Many of our church 

family are not able to get out to socialize safely, and greatly miss the fellowship with their Wesley family. 

As there will be NO in person donations and with increased volume and slower delivery times of mail during 

the holidays, for those sending checks, PLEASE allow sufficient time to arrive at the church PRIOR TO  

December 1, 2020.  Donations online have the same December 1st deadline. Names will not be able to be  

included on the letter if funds are received after that date.   

 

           Let’s celebrate Wesley’s 53rd year in Lincoln with as many participants as possible in 2020!  

Un-Bazaar Fundraising 
 
Our traditional fundraising efforts have been interrupted by COVID and 
what many enjoy as a time for fellowship and fun cannot happen as we 
are used to.  Normally, we anticipate a successful Christmas on the Hill 
Bazaar to provide the boost we need to fill the gap and cover what we  
can offer to meet the needs of the church worldwide.  
 
One alternate that’s being considered is the Un-Bazaar.  This concept 
looks within the Church at how much our Congregation contributes, or 
spends, at the bazaar itself.  Would you consider a special gift to the 
church of funds you might normally spend at the bazaar, or the equiva-
lent to what you might spend in preparing your donations for the bazaar?   

 
The cost of making crafts, or food items, or purchasing the same, could be given as a donation this 
year, in the spirit of our Christmas on the Hill Bazaar.  One person even told me about their efforts 
towards the bazaar and asked… “this is a lot of work, can’t I just write a check?”.  If this interests 
you, you can reach out to Kristen in the office (401-724-7954 or info@wesley-umc.org), mail a 
check to Wesley UMC, 55 Woodland Street, Lincoln, RI 02865, or make a donation on our website 
(https://wesley-umc.org/support-wesley/).  Thank you. 

https://wesley-umc.org/support-wesley/
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Fall Soft Goods Fund Drive 

Deadline extended! 

  

We are collecting soft goods, which includes clothes, blankets, 

sheets and towels.  Please have your items in plastic garbage 
bags.  You can enter through the Sanctuary doors as items 
will be placed in the music room.  If you have any questions, 

please contact the church office at 401-724-7954. 
  

The Savers pickup date has changed from November to December so we have more time to 

donate!  You may bring these items into the church on the following dates: 
 

Saturday, December 5th from 10:00 to 11:00am 

During office hours (Tue & Thu 9am-3pm & Wed 9am-1pm)  
 

Donations will be accepted up to Wednesday, December 9th. 

Thanksgiving Week Schedule 

 

November 22nd - Thanksgiving Sunday Service 
 

November 26th - Office Closed  
 

November 27th- Office Closed 

Next 

Chapter 

News 

Thank you for your input! 
 

The Next Chapter Team and Staff Parish Relations Committee want to thank  

everyone who participated in the Congregational Meeting on October 6th to  

discuss what Wesley needs and wants in its next pastor. The participation was 

strong and the conversations in the small groups (yes, we fully utilized the  

technology to have small group conversations online!) were lively and thoughtful.  

 

We all walked away with greater clarity on how to direct our District Superinten-

dent and the Conference in a new pastoral appointment to our church. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Next Chapter Team 

Memorial Share Addition 
 
A Memorial Share has been given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Bruce by his wife Linda. 
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Finance News:  October 2020, 

Creating Beloved Community! 
 

We are so thankful for all of the Generosity this Church Family and our 

Greater Community has shown in giving for our new Local Missions  

priorities! 

 

So far this year, you’ve provided $745 plus hundreds of cans, boxes, and 

jars of Peanut Butter, Cereal, Tuna Fish and other items for the Northern RI Food Bank, providing  

tremendous support as they help hundreds of families each month. 

 

Added to that, many have also supported our new Local Missions outreach being led by our Young 

Adults.  To date, $1415 has been raised to provide meals, snacks and other special treats to First  

Responders and Essential Employees as they sacrifice even more during these times of COVID-19  

pandemic.   

 
 

Thank you to all who have supported these ministries, and especially those that work directly to make 

them happen!  Can’t wait to see what comes next! 
 

Finances through 10/1/2020 

Community Giving 73,990$          Insurance & Pension 23,951$          

Endowment Interest 1,426$            Technology Improvements 4,478$            

Equitable Comp Grant 9,544$            Current/Non Building 2,248$            

PPP Loan/Grant 19,600$          Current/Building 20,063$          

Urban Ministry Grant 4,500$            Program Expenses 1,540$            

Fundraising 3,331$            Pastoral Compensation 37,397$          

Building Use 7,000$            Parsonage 2,947$            

Missions 11,032$          Pastoral Reimbursement 1,509$            

Staff Compensation 22,424$          

Missions 8,791$            

Miscellaneous 986$                

TOTAL 130,423$       TOTAL 126,334$       

Revenue Expenses
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Grace Notes 
 

 

Does music speak to 
your heart? Are you 
looking for a way to explore your faith, to 
grow closer to God? Grace Notes may be 
just what you’re looking for.  
 
Each week we offer you an opportunity  
to explore your relationship with God 
through music – either a hymn or a more 
contemporary Christian song – exploring 
how the words relate to our life and our 
faith journey. The words will be included,  
as well as related Bible verses and questions 
for you to answer in your own time. Some  
of the questions may be easy for you to  
answer, but others may be quite challeng-
ing. The challenge to examine our feelings 
and beliefs is what helps to deepen and 
strengthen our faith.  
 

While we are showing our love for each  
other by staying apart due to Covid-19,  
this will be an individual, self-directed 
study. This means there is no required 
reading or meeting. You can do this any 
way you like. You can work on the song 
when you like, you can skip a week, skip  
a song if that feels right.  
 

A new song will be added to the website - 
www.wesley-umc.org - each Monday.  If  
you have any questions, please contact  
the church office. 
 
You can also sign up to have each week's 
song sent directly to your inbox by send-
ing a request to info@wesley-umc.org. 
 
November Songs: 
 
November 2:     How Like A Gentle Spirit 
November 9:     Control 
November 16:   A Mighty Fortress 
November 23:   Oh My Soul  
November 30:   Word Of God Speak 

Adopt-a-Family  
this Christmas 

 
One of the ways we spread Christmas love and 
cheer is to “Adopt a Family”.  We identify families 
in need of support this holiday season and give 
them gift cards so that parents can then choose and 
purchase appropriate gifts for their children.  It’s 
easy to participate!  Simply make a donation be-
tween now and December 13th.  This date is im-
portant so that we have time to get the cards, give 
them to the families, and they still have time to 
purchase the gifts.   
 
If you know of a family that is in need, please 
reach out to the church office by phone 
(401-724-7954) 
or email 
(info@wesley-
umc.org). 
 

The more we  
receive, the more 
we can fill a home 
with holiday joy!  
If you have any 

questions, 
please contact 
Kristen in the  

office.  Thank you! 

http://www.wesley-umc.org
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November 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Worship 
10:00am 

 

Daylight  
Savings 

 

All Saints 
Day 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 
Worship 
10:00am 

9 
 
 
 
 

Trustees 
7pm 

10 11 
Office closed 

12 13 14 

15 
Worship 
10:00am 

16 17 
 
 
 
 

Finance 
630pm 

18 19 20 21 

22 
Worship 
10:00am 

23 24 25 26 27 
 

Office  
Closed 

No Hand  
in Hand 

28 

29 
Worship 
10:00am 

 

UM Student 
Sunday 

 

First Sunday 
of Advent 

30      

 


