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It’s the week before Thanksgiving, but I’m busy planning and
preparing worship for Advent and Christmas. My hope is to do most of my
Christmas shopping this weekend so that I can have time for shipping gifts
since I expect that I will be among the millions shipping gifts rather than
delivering them this Christmas. I won’t be going Christmas caroling or attending parties, and I won’t have a house filled with family. But it will still
be Christmas and the weeks leading up to that time can still be precious
times if we allow them to be.
Even though we will not be gathering in person in a packed sanctuary to light candles and sing Christmas Carols, the church is not closed. We
are very much open, and this newsletter will give you information about
the many ways that we continue to be the church of Jesus Christ.
During this Advent Season, I invite us to think about what really
matters in our lives. Think about the hope, peace, joy, and love of this
season. Think and focus on the hope that God gives us even in the most
difficult times. Right now, many of us are seeing hope for the other side
of this pandemic as we hear the exciting news that not one, but two vaccines are likely to become available very soon. Certainly, it will take time
for enough to be produced to reach all of us, but this is a great sign of hope.
In the middle of a pandemic, in the middle of stress and distractions, God offers us a peace that is separate from the external circumstances. In unexpected ways, through people we might not expect, we can
experience the joy that is not dependent upon what is happening around
us. There is a commercial on tv right now that shows a grandmother opening a cloth doll that is supposed to look like her grandson. On Facetime or
Zoom or something, the child is telling her to hug the doll when she can’t
hug him. Yes, there is definite sadness that we are separated from those
we love, but the love shown in that commercial reminds me that we can
share love in many ways even when we cannot be physically together. And
that brings hope, peace, and joy to my heart.
During this season, join me for a Zoom book study as we look at
Christmas in the four gospels. Join us for virtual worship as we decorate
our lives with what matters. Join us on Christmas Eve as we virtually
celebrate. In a pandemic, the good news is that if the time isn’t convenient
you can join at whatever time works for you.
I pray that we will all look for the ways to be blessed by this season
even though, and maybe because, it is different than what we normally
expect.
“Love came down at Christmas.” Experience God’s love and share it.
Blessings,
Pastor Beverly

Worship Services
Sundays at 10:00am
Gluten Free Communion offered on December 6th
Join us at Wesley UMC on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013
Bulletins will be emailed out on Thursday so you can participate at home. You can also
watch the service on You Tube and/or our website: https://wesley-umc.org.
Each first Sunday of the month, we are offering the opportunity to receive Communion
between 11:00am and 1:00pm at the church. We are very happy to announce
that we have gluten free communion. Pastor Beverly will set up a table
with prefilled consecrated communion servings. A sign up genius sign up
sheet will be emailed out the week prior. (This is only to try to spread out the
amount of people coming so you don’t have a long wait.) If you don’t sign up
or forget to, still come to the church! We welcome all to receive communion.
For more information, please contact the church office.

ADVENT Study
POP Quiz: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

Which gospel tells us about Wise Men?
Which gospel tells us about sheep and shepherds?
Which gospel tells us about an angel appearing to
Mary?
Which gospel tells us about Joseph having a
dream?
Which two gospels have no birth story?

on what each gospel says about it. Architect Kevin
Burns shares pictures of how he imagines each house
would look. Cynthia M. Campbell reflects on the
distinctive perspectives of the birth of Jesus or the
incarnations offered by each Gospel.
Join a 4 session discussion group on this book on

Wednesday evenings Dec. 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd at
6:30 pm by Zoom. Contact the church office for the

zoom link to let us know you will be participating
in this study or if you would like us to order a book
for you. The book is a small paperback (106 pages)
including the material, reflections on the houses, and
questions. It is available from many sources but costs
$10.99 at Amazon or $3.99 for a Kindle edition.

Do you know the answers to
these questions? Did you
know that the Four Gospels all
tell the story differently? Have Can’t make a group on Wednesday nights? No
you ever wondered why?
problem. If there is interest, Pastor Beverly is willing
Christmas in the Four Gospel to do a day time group. Let us know.
Homes is an Advent study
Can’t make a group at all? No problem. This short
book that invites us to think
book is a good one to use on your own to help focus
about how a house might be
decorated for Christmas based on the Advent Season.
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ADVENT WORSHIP
We like to decorate and have parties. We like to see everyone else’s decorations.
But, Christmas and the time leading up to it, will look different this year. As we
get out the Christmas lights, and decorations this year, it might be hard for some
of us to feel the holiday cheer. We have truly been through a lot this year! In
this season, as we prepare to celebrate the arrival of Jesus, we can prepare by
decorating our lives with what matters: the hope, peace, joy and love of God.
DECK THE HALLS: DECORATING YOUR LIFE WITH WHAT MATTERS
Nov. 29th
Dec. 6th
Dec. 13th
Dec. 20th
Dec. 24th
Dec. 27th

Deck the Halls with Hope. In times when we feel uncertain, God provides an answer.
Deck the Halls with Peace. In an uneven season of stress and distractions, God offers us the
roadmap to peace.
Deck the Halls with Joy. God provides joy in unexpected ways through unexpected means,
people and places.
Deck the Halls with Love. God is with us always and gives us the greatest gift of love, the
choice to accept it, and the call to share it.
Christmas Eve: Deck the Halls for Christ. We celebrate the birth of Christ, the Savior of the
world.
Deck the Halls with a Promise Fulfilled. As we celebrate the promise of God, fulfilled in
Jesus, we hold onto God’s promises for our lives too.

While we would love to be together, right now it looks like we will be together virtually. With COVID
numbers rapidly increasing, the safest way for us to worship and share God’s love for each other is to worship from our homes. As soon as we believe it is safer, we will begin offering some in-person in-sanctuary
worship. When we do that, we will continue to offer virtual worship so that we are all able to worship in
whatever way we believe is safest for us.

Soft Goods Fund Drive
Deadline is almost here!
We are collecting soft goods, which includes clothes, blankets,
sheets and towels. Please have your items in plastic garbage
bags. You can enter through the Sanctuary doors as items
will be placed in the music room. If you have any questions,
please contact the church office.
The Savers pickup date has changed from November to December so we have more time to
donate! You may bring these items into the church on the following dates:
Saturday, December 5th from 10:00 to 11:00am
During office hours (Tue & Thu 9am-3pm & Wed 9am-1pm)

Donations will be accepted up to Wednesday, December 9th.
Celebrating Our 53rd Year in Lincoln!
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Grace Notes
We offer you an opportunity each week to explore your relationship
with God through music – either a hymn or a more contemporary
Christian song – exploring how the words relate to our life and our
faith journey. The words will be included, as well as related Bible verses and questions for you
to answer in your own time. Some of the questions may be easy for you to answer, but others
may be quite challenging. The challenge to examine our feelings and beliefs is what helps to
deepen and strengthen our faith.
This will be an individual, self-directed study, meaning there is no required reading or
meeting. You can do this any way you like. You can work on the song when you like, you
can skip a week, skip a song if that feels right. A new song will be added to the website www.wesley-umc.org - each Monday. If you have any questions, please contact the church
office
You can also sign up to have each week's song sent directly to your inbox by sending a
request to info@wesley-umc.org.

December Songs:
Dec. 7: Angels From The Realms Of Glory
Dec. 14: Breath of Heaven

Dec. 21: O Holy Night
Dec. 28: Mary, Did You Know

Food is Love Update
FOOD IS LOVE continues to be a heartwarming mission outreach program here at Wesley Church.
Here are the collection results for November...... Drum roll please....... Mac N Cheese collected was 252
boxes!!!! Guessing it must be a favorite comfort food for many and this will definitely feed many!!!!!
For the jelly, we did very well but did not reach our goal, but not to fret, we had cash donations which
we used with permission from the powers that be!! Northern RI Food Pantry was extremely pleased by
our participation for November. The total weight was 620 pounds! We all got a great workout loading
their truck Monday 11/16.
December we are collecting 200+ cans of soup and 200 boxes of
Kleenex! Please continue to drop off in the narthex or leave in
the container outside the church.
We are humbled by your generosity and compassion for others in
need. Thank you and may God bless!
Val and Lynne
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Finance Update

So now what?
Some say the best defense is a good offense. It can be very tiresome being constantly on the defensive.
I’m sure you’ve heard of or experienced COVID fatigue, that feeling that this has to end soon, we’ve had
enough! Constantly being on defense causes great fatigue. Wearing masks, defensive; staying home,
defensive; hand washing and sanitizers, defensive; I know I’m getting tired of it. We’re also beginning to
hear some positive news about vaccines which is OFFENSIVE!!
We’ve also turned a corner financially. This year we’ll celebrate success in many different ways. We’ve
received valuable grants, got PPP funding which is pending forgiveness, and we’re hoping to stop playing
defense. Being financially defensive is always asking “What expenses can be reduced, what new fundraiser
can we imagine?” We’re now in a more proactive mindset, not just reducing a salary in our budget, but
thinking seriously about what good we can do with a reallocation of funding, energy, and other resources.
This feels good! It’s been a lot of work, and a lot of people have contributed to the process and outcome.
Thank you!!
By now you’ve celebrated Thanksgiving, in one way or another, and are looking forward to Christmas and
the New Year. You’ve probably made plans on shipping gifts rather than being with people to open them.
We now have strategies to social distance or use technology to connect. We work with what we have. It is
time to celebrate all that we do have, as Coni put it so well, give thanks for having a glass (regardless of halffull or half-empty). It’s also time to look fresh into next year.
I’d like to thank the members of the Finance Committee for your support, input, and efforts. I am looking
forward to the challenges that 2021 has for us, bring it on!
The 2020 Finance committee
Dan, Chair
Cornelia, Financial Secretary
Susan, Treasurer
Lynne

Linda
Valerie
Dan
Pastor Beverly

Money weights over the heart scales between love image designed by vectorstock at VectorStock.com
https://www.vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vector/money-weights-over-the-heart-scales-between-love-vector-24238913

2020 Christmas on the Hill - Virtual Edition!!
Due to COVID restrictions, we are moving our traditional bazaar craft sale
online. You can see the handmade crafts lovingly made available for sale at
https://go.dojiggy.io/wesleyumc. Many people have been preparing for our
Bazaar before and during the COVID pandemic kept us home. Please share
this with your friends and family, let’s honor the efforts of our fine Crafty-persons and see if we can raise
some funds online.

Celebrating Our 53rd Year in Lincoln!
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Lay Leader Notes
Hello My Friends,
Just when you think you are getting the hang of something new,
change happens and the best laid plans need tweaking. The
roller coaster of life is ongoing and the ride can be exhilarating
or scary as hell. Fear not, I love roller coasters and find the
speed and sharp turns rewarding and challenging.
Paul and I are very happy to share grand-baby #3 will arrive in March. Yes, a bit of a surprise!
We are overjoyed and can only try to imagine how much more busy we will be helping Renee
and her family. For this reason and a future move to be closer to them, I’ve decided it is best
to step aside as lay leader. We know the baby is coming in March just not sure of the new
housing situation. That too has been somewhat of uphill/downhill ride. No worries, I leave
you all in very good hands and look forward to welcoming Coni as the new Lay Leader!
One thing always remains constant and that is keeping our ears, eyes, heart and soul focused
on God and staying connected to the faith we share with each other. Nothing will separate us
from the love of our Heavenly Father!
May the season of Advent and the birth of our Lord and Savior on Christmas Day fill our hearts
with joy and peace! God with, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel!
Abundant blessings,
Lynne

Blue Christmas Service
The Christmas season has always been hard for some. The music, the decorations, the
expectations are painful reminders of what has been lost, or in some cases never had.
Memories of the past, the pain of today, the fear of the future are often stronger and
deeper at this time of year. But this year will be harder for more people and in more ways.
The effects of Covid-19 are widespread: the loss of life and the loss of jobs; the challenges
in our everyday lives and the changes to our holiday plans; the hesitancy today and the
uncertainty of tomorrow; the isolation; the anxiety; the pain.
As the days grow shorter and the nights longer, it’s easy to feel the darkness closing in.
We need the opportunity to acknowledge our sadness and fear, we need to know we are
not alone.
We invite you to join us for a Blue Christmas Service, a service of encouragement for tomorrow when the
pain is real today and a chance to light a candle of hope in this season of darkness. We will gather for a Zoom
service on Sunday, December 20th at 6:30pm. The Zoom link info will be sent out in the *This week at
Wesley* email. If you don’t currently receive this email, contact the office. If you know of someone that
would benefit from participating, please invite them to join us.
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS ORDER FORM
( ) RED ( ) PINK ( ) WHITE
Payment should accompany each order. THE FLORIST DEADLINE is WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 9th. The cost of each poinsettia is $15. Checks should be made payable to: Wesley
United Methodist Church. Please contact the office or Linda Andrews if you have any questions.
Donors will be listed in the bulletin. Please give the following information exactly as you wish it to appear.
IN MEMORY OF:___________________________________________________________
BY:_______________________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF:____________________________________________________________
BY:_______________________________________________________________________

Due to Covid-19, Christmas plant orders can be picked up at the church on or after
December 20th during office hours - Dec. 22nd 9am - 3pm & Dec. 23rd 9am - 1pm.
If you have a key or know someone with a key, you can come any time.
This form should be returned to the church office.
What Exactly is a Memorial Share Anyway??
Giving a Memorial Share is a wonderful way to honor or to remember a loved one. It can be given
any time during the year and a Memorial Share can be ANY amount of money. Memorial Share
Funds go unrestricted to the Trustees. Those given to the Organ Fund, go towards maintaining
our organ at Wesley. Funds given to a Trust are added to 1 of 5 designated Endowment Funds
(Education, Youth, United Methodist Women, Trustees, or General) which is specified by the Trust.

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS
An addition to the__________________________Trust Fund has been given
by______________________________________in loving memory or
in honor of (circle one) ____________________________________________.
A memorial share has been given to the Glory of God and in memory
of_______________________________________________________________.
by_______________________________________________________________.
A memorial share has been given to the Glory of God and in honor
of_______________________________________________________________.
by_______________________________________________________________.
All memorials MUST BE RECEIVED by SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13th.

Celebrating Our 53rd Year in Lincoln!
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Dear Friends,
This is my favorite time of year! I love birthdays, and surprises, and doing nice things for others.
Maybe that’s what’s so great about Christmas. It’s Jesus’ birthday and there’s lots of surprises
around His being born and He’s the bestest, nicest thing that God did for us!
I love to hear the story about Jesus’ birth. His coming was a
surprise to lots of people, especially Mary and Joseph. But they trusted God and did what God
asked and because of that we got Jesus! That God loved us so much that He sent His Son to be a
little baby, and to grow up among people is another big surprise. I bet the people expected Jesus to
be big and strong, not a little baby that couldn’t do anything for Himself. You know what my favorite surprise about Jesus’ birth is? That the first people that found out about it were the shepherds. I
like that and not just because I’m a sheep. I like it because they weren’t fancy people with a lot of
money, they were just regular guys doing their job when the angels showed up to tell them abut the
baby Jesus being born. Regular guys – like you and me!
I have a friend who says that because we can’t wrap up a present to
give to Jesus, we give gifts to each other to honor Him. I really like
that, and I bet Jesus does too! There are so many of you that I
want to honor with a Jesus-gift. But I didn’t know how I could do
that, being such a small lamb. So I asked Jesus to help me figure it
out, and we did. I can’t wrap it up like a Christmas present, because I don’t know of any box that could hold it, but I sure hope
you like it. With Jesus’ help, I’m sending you a little “piece of my
heart” that’s filled with Jesus’ love. And Jesus says if you keep it
close, you’ll be able to feel His love – and mine!
Happy Birthday Jesus!
JC Lamb

2021 Offering Envelopes
The 2021 offering envelopes are
here. If you’d like to arrange to
pick your box set up during
office hours, contact Kristen in
the office at 401-724-7954 or
info@wesley-umc.org.
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December 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

9am Clean
Up Day at
Wesley

5

Advent
Study
6:30pm
6

Worship
10:00am

Worship
10:00am

7

8
Admin Council 7:00pm

13

14

Advent
Study
6:30pm

15

Advent
Study
6:30pm
Worship
10:00am

20

21

22

Blue
Christmas
6:30pm
Worship
10:00am

27

Christmas
Eve
Service
online

Advent
Study
6:30pm
28

Celebrating Our 53rd Year in Lincoln!

29

30

31
New Years
Eve
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Community Meal Outreach Program
Thank you for all your support! With your generous donations, we
were able to deliver care packages filled with lots of goodies to the four
Lincoln fire departments- Saylesville, Limerock, Manville, and Albion!
We’ve received letters of appreciation for your donations.
Email me at egilbert2000@gmail.com if you know an organization
or group that would benefit from this program!

Adopt-a-Family this Christmas
One of the ways we spread Christmas love and cheer is to “Adopt a
Family”. We identify families in need of support this holiday season
and give them gift cards so that parents can then choose and purchase
appropriate gifts for their children. It’s easy to participate! Simply make
a donation between now and December 13th. This date is important so
that we have time to get the cards, give them to the families, and they
still have time to purchase the gifts.
If you know of a family that is in need, please reach out to Kristen in the office by
phone (401-724-7954) or email (info@wesley-umc.org).
The more we receive, the more we can fill a home with holiday joy! If you have any
questions, please contact Kristen in the office. Thank you!

If you are moving or getting ready to move, kindly let the office know your new address and phone number.
If you would like to be removed from our mailing list please let us know at 401-724-7954
or send us an email at info@wesley-umc.org. Thanks a bunch!

