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“Recalculating. Recalculating. Recalculating.” The voice sounded
almost frantic; or at least as frantic as a mechanical voice can sound. It was
the voice of my first GPS, trying frantically to find a route for me as the
screen showed my car driving on the water. It was 2008 and I was driving
on the new entrance ramp from Route 95 North to 195 East. I didn’t really
need the GPS; but it was new, and I wanted to learn how to use it before I
moved from RI to Maine. The mechanical voice was literally trying to find a
road for me to take to get out of the water, but symbolically, it was definitely
a time of recalculation in my life.
That metaphor is just as true today. I am “recalculating” in my
personal life as I look at what it will be like to be retired. Our country is
“recalculating” as we deal with the ramifications of an election, voices that
insist the election was stolen, a mob invading the Capitol Building in DC
while Congress was meeting to certify the election results, an inauguration
that we anticipate taking place a couple of days after I write this, and several
days before you read it. We’ve been busy “recalculating” for almost a year
now as we have dealt with a pandemic that has changed all of our lives.
Our church is also “recalculating” as we respond to all the above
and prepare for ending one term of pastoral ministry and beginning a new
one. The Ministry Action Plan that we have been working on for the last
two years will be a big part of the plan moving forward, but undoubtedly
there will be many times when there will be a need for “recalculating.”
I was traveling on a new road that my GPS didn’t know existed.
Today, we are all traveling on roads that will take us from where we are to
a new place. I laughed while listening to my GPS voice frantically crying,
“Recalculating, Recalculating, Recalculating” because I knew that the road
under my car was safe and I believed that it would take me where I wanted
to go.
We can have that same assurance because we do not rely upon a
GPS (global positioning system) but rather on “God’s Positioning System”.
We can rely upon the Holy Spirit to point us in the right direction. We
can depend upon Jesus to walk with us every step of the way. We can trust
in God’s presence in our lives, holding us, loving us, leading us, guiding us.
No matter what the road looks like, no matter what the questions are, we can
count on God to see us through, to carry us over the water, to lead us into a
future of promise, peace, and hope.
Maybe trust your GPS for directions on the road, but trust God’s
Positioning System for the directions in life.
Pastor Beverly

An update from Staff Parish Relations Committee
Today is January 7, 2021 – and it is very real now that as a congregation we are in
a year of more and significant changes after a banner year of changes in 2020. They
will be good changes for us as a congregation and for Pastor Beverly. As mentioned
in last month’s newsletter, we have worked together in smaller groups and as a
whole congregation to prepare for them in many ways. These include making plans
to celebrate the long and faithful pastoral career of Pastor Beverly as she enters into
retirement (hopefully celebrating in person by then), deciding prayerfully over the
last two years to move to a less than full time pastor, and finally voting for it unanimously at our last annual church conference. We have worked hard to get our house
in order and to be as ready as possible for these changes.
One thing we know for sure is that because we created a detailed church profile the
bishop and cabinet will be able to find the very best candidate to fill our needs as a part-time pastor and
we know we will ‘fill in around that person’. What do I mean by that you say? ‘Less than full time’ means
a pastor has only 50% (in our case) of their time to devote to being a pastor. The good news is that we have
started the process to ‘fill in around our pastor’ already! We have a wonderful group of lay speakers who
can and do preach regularly, a strong leadership team who have stepped up to help, a card ministry, a food
ministry, a young adults ministry, a technology team, a congregation that cares for each other, and so much
more. We are talent rich at Wesley and truly able to help ‘fill in’ around the pastor. We are becoming a congregation and pastor team centered church rather than a strictly pastor centered church. Pastor Beverly is mentoring many of us and she is also working to categorize her own ‘time spent doing specific things’ so we have a
working model of what we can expect a part-time pastor to be able to accomplish. A part-time pastor will
likely have another job outside of Wesley or other commitments that prohibit them from being full time.
Whatever the reasons for their choice, we will be ready to accept, help them, and help each other.
What happens next for us?
In the spring the Bishop and Cabinet will meet to match open positions in the conference with available clergy.
Once the decisions are made, SPRC will have an opportunity to meet with the pastor and begin the process
of the formal pastoral change July 1st. What will the talents and strengths of that person be? Will their talents
be as teacher, preacher, disciple, administrator, networker, musician, all the above or something different that
we do not even know we need? There are so many questions! We do not know yet. but we do know that we
are able and ready to team up with this person and fill in around them with our faith, our service, and gifts to
embrace them.
Please join your SPRC and Next Chapter teams as we enter this time of contemplation and preparation, with
your prayers and hopefulness for our collective ‘next chapter’. We know this change brings uncertainty and
anxiety, but we will face and embrace it together. We have a great opportunity to grow in community and faith
as we do. If you or anyone you know wants to talk more about the impending changes and what it means for
Wesley please reach out to me or any of your SPRC or Next Chapter group. We are all in need of a little extra
care these days and welcome the chance to help each other along and through this journey of change.
With love and gratitude – SPRC: Linda, Deborah, Coni, Dan, Martha, Betty, James, Missy, Jo-Anne
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Learning What Jesus Values & Listening to God
During the season after Christmas, called Epiphany, our worship has been looking at
Learning What Jesus Values. These are things that help us be more focused on our
lives as Christians.
In January, Coni spoke about the Value of Understanding, and Susan spoke about
the Value of Listening. As January came to an end, Pastor Beverly’s focus was on the
Value of Teamwork and on an Authentic Relationship with God.
As we move into February, February 7th will focus on our priorities being the same
as Jesus’ priorities, and February 14th - Transfiguration Sunday - will bring all of this
together as we recognize how Jesus was the best reflection that we have of who God is and what is important
to God. Our lives and actions reflect what we believe about God.

During Lent, we will focus on How We Listen To God.
Feb. 21st: Finding Your Space – a sacred space, to be able to hear God.
Feb 28th: Finding Your Breath – to be able to talk to God.
March 7th: Finding God’s Word – to be able to learn God’s Word.
March 14th: Finding Healing – to be able to act on and follow God’s call.
March 21st: Finding Your Own Voice – to be able to let go and move beyond the voices of the world.
March 28th: Palm/Passion Sunday – Finding Your Place – to be able to move forward.

FOOD IS LOVE

and so is the month of February with Valentine’s Day

!

The Northern RI Food Pantry is requesting jelly and canned fruit this month.
Can we collect 200 of each???? Last day for drop off at church is 2/13/2021.
The bin outside the church and the narthex await your donations. If you prefer to make a
cash donation, we will shop for you! Any questions please call the church or Val & Lynne.
To recap January, we collected 302 boxes of Mac N Cheese and 306 cans of Tuna Fish.

Awesome!!!!!!
Thank you to all who give, without you this mission project and outreach of God’s love wouldn’t be possible.
Lots of love and hugs,
Val and Lynne
PS. We should have collected Hershey Kisses for February!!!!
Wouldn’t that add a sweet touch!

Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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NEW Coffee Hour on Zoom
Do you miss seeing your church family each Sunday?
We are starting a weekly Sunday Coffee Hour
for you to connect with your friends.

February 7th at 11:00am
First Virtual Coffee Hour
After the Sunday Service, get your coffee or tea and sign on to the live virtual coffee hour
on Zoom. Chat with other members of the congregation in the comfort of your own home.
All are welcome!
Zoom codes will come in the *This week at Wesley* emails as the date gets closer. If you
do not receive these emails, feel free to email or call the office for Zoom information
(info@wesley-umc.org or 401-724-7954).
As of February 1st, we will no longer have the Zoom Prayer Room nightly at 7pm.

Grace Notes
Grace Notes is a weekly, self-guided, faith development study
centered around music available to everyone. We offer you an opportunity each week to explore your relationship with God through music, exploring how the words relate to our life and our faith journey.
This will be an individual, self-directed study. You can do this any
way you like. You can work on the song when you like, you can skip a week, skip a song if
that feels right. A new song will be added to the website - www.wesley-umc.org - each
Monday. If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
February
February
February
February

7:
14:
21:
28:

Open My Eyes That I may See
Love Moved First
Come and Find the Quiet Center
Someone Worth Dying For

You can also sign up to have each week's song sent directly to your inbox by sending a
request to info@wesley-umc.org.
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Dear friends,
I’m so glad the days are getting longer. I know a few more
minutes of the sun a week doesn’t seem like much, but
that’s ok. It’s progress in the right direction!
Grace reminded me that that’s all God asks of us. That
we keep making progress in the right direction. Then Faith
said that a few more minutes of the Son each week is progress in the right direction too. We all laughed, because we
love puns! Just like our resolution to smile more and say
“Hi!” to people isn’t big by itself, it’s progress in the right
direction of making us kinder and more like Jesus. Then
we can shine like the Son too. Hey look, I made a pun just
like Faith!
I know jokes and laughter make me feel happy and bright inside; so maybe sharing jokes and a laugh
is a way of sharing kindness too. I like that idea. And the more jokes we share the happier we can all
be! Maybe we could start a collection of jokes to share. I just thought of something that made me
laugh – we could call it “JC’s JC” for “JC’s Joke Corner”. What do you think? Could you share a joke
to make us all smile? I’ll ask my friends for jokes, and if you want to share one you can send it to my
friend Miss Kristen in the church office (info@wesley-umc.org). Then she can send it to me and we
can all spread some kindness and smiles. I really hope you’ll all help me out.
I’m so happy right now, I can’t wait to start this kindness project! I have to go tell Grace and Faith,
and all my friends, so we can be part of the JC’s Joke Corner!
Love,
JC

Online Bazaar Continues
We are still offering items online that you can purchase for someone’s
birthday, baby shower, as a thank you, and more. You may see new
items in the near future as well. Due to the pandemic, this website
provides a place for friends and family to find gifts, handmade crafts,
and delicious homemade goodies.
There are knitted hats and scarves to keep the cold away,
rice bags to relieve sore and achy muscles, and crocheted items.
You can see the handmade crafts lovingly made available for sale at
https://go.dojiggy.io/a399e0/JIS4CP.
Please take a few minutes and browse our offerings, each item is made with love. If local, you can
arrange for pick up Wesley Church. We can also coordinate shipping to you. Payment by credit
card is required for orders being shipped.

Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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reflections along The Way
“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness! Teach me Your good paths.”
Psalm 119:64
Snowflakes? What could we possibly learn from something that disappears
in seconds if it lands on your hand? We know that each has an intricate beauty
all it’s own, but we can’t easily see that without magnification. A snowflake
is so small that each is insignificant. Yet there is power in these miniscule
masterpieces. And that’s where the lesson lies.
I remember looking out the window one morning, after a day of snow and high winds. As usual
when there’s a lot of wind with the snow, there were areas of bare ground and others with sculpted
snow piles. The contrast can be startling, and it’s interesting to see which areas are clear after each
storm. Then I focused in closer and saw a wave of snow within the window frame, curled in toward
the window. It was amazing to see how smooth the curve was and how deeply it curled over the
clear area underneath. And that’s when I realized just what the snowflake can teach us.
You see, it is when the individuals work together that they begin to accomplish things. A few
hundred thousand and you’ve got a snowball. A couple trillion and you have to stop and clean
your car before you can drive. Get enough of them together, and they can tie up miles of traffic
on the highway.
Like a snowflake, on our own we may feel insignificant and powerless against the forces blowing
around us. But if God can cause the snowflakes to bind together is such a way that they can withstand the power of the wind, imagine what God can do with us. After all, with the snowflakes, it’s a
matter of God-given structure. With us, we have our God-given gifts plus the capability of finding
a way to bring out the best in our combined gifts.
As we face the challenges of the coming year, can we learn from the snowflakes? Can we seek out
ways to come together and use our God-given gifts to make our world a better place? Let’s start
a conversation about ways we can we come together like the snowflakes. I know that’s more of a
challenge during the pandemic, but it’s still possible. The exact details of the way we come together
are not important, what matters is that we come together. Will you join?
God bless!
Coni, Lay Leader

Thank you to the Wesley UMC Family for the very generous gifts you
gave for Christmas. They were greatly appreciated!
Pastor Beverly and Kristen
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Count Your Blessings for Lent
2020 was a difficult year on many levels, and there are still many
challenges ahead of us. During hard times it’s too easy to focus on
the negatives, the things we miss, the things we can’t do, the things
we don’t have. I’d like to invite you to a Mission Shares Giving
Challenge. I challenge each one of us to take some time each day
during Lent to focus on what we do have, the blessings we so
often overlook. Following the list below, for each of those blessings
either add the specified amount of money to a collection jar or
make note of the amount next to the item. On Monday April 5th, tally up the amount and send a
check to the church. Please be sure to note that the donation is for Mission Shares.
What do you say? Are you up for the challenge? I think by Easter we’ll all have a brighter outlook, a
greater appreciation for the countless blessings God provides, plus we’ll help meet our goal of fully
paying our Mission Shares!
God bless!
Coni, Lay Leader

February 21-27

Sunday: Deposit 1 cent for every pair of shoes in your home
Monday: Deposit no money if you have dirt floors, 5 cents for linoleum, 10 cents for carpets or
hardwood
Tuesday: Deposit 5 cents for every coat you own
Wednesday: Deposit 15 cents if you have a phone, 20 cents if someone calls you
Thursday: Deposit 1 cent for each piece of first-class mail you receive – even bills!
Friday: Deposit 10 cents if you have gloves to wear
Saturday: Deposit 5 cents for each TV in your home, 10 cents if you turned one on

February 28-March 6
Sunday: Deposit 5 cents for every pet
Monday: Deposit 1 cent for every jar or can you open today
Tuesday: Deposit 25 cents if you can read, but just 15 cents if you read to someone else
Wednesday: Deposit 25 cents if you own more than 2 pairs of socks
Thursday: Deposit 5 cents if had a shower, but 10 cents if the water was hot
Friday: Deposit 1 cent for every slice of bread in your home
Saturday: Deposit $1, but take out 10 cents for every hug you give someone

March 7-13
Sunday: Deposit 5 cents if you could access the Worship Service, 20 cents if you weren’t arrested
for it
Monday: Deposit 1 cent for every time you open your refrigerator
Tuesday: Deposit 1 cent for every pound you weigh + 5 cents if it’s more than your license says
Wednesday: Deposit 25 cents if you prayed today
Thursday: Deposit 5 cents for each person you know in the hospital, 25 cents if there’s no one
Friday: Deposit 10 cents if you have clean underwear to put on today
Saturday: Deposit 1 cent for every spoon you own

Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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Count Your Blessings for Lent Continued
March 14-20
Sunday: Deposit 5 cents if you saw the sun today or 5 cents if it rained
Monday: Deposit 1 cent for every chair in your home + 5 cents if you were able to relax in one
Tuesday: Deposit 5 cents for every toilet in your home but 10 cents if they flush
Wednesday: Deposit 10 cents if you had a place to sleep last night but 25 cents if it was inside
Thursday: Deposit 5 cents for every bank account you have
Friday: Deposit 10 cents if you ate food grown by someone else
Saturday: Deposit 10 cents if you have a car to drive plus 5 cents if you were able to drive it
today

March 21-27
Sunday: Count the houses of Worship in your community - deposit 1 cent for each one
Monday: Deposit 10 cents for every snack you eat today
Tuesday: Deposit 1 cent for every window in your home plus 10 cents if they open
Wednesday: Deposit 25 cents if you have computer but only 10 cents if you used it to reach out
to a friend
Thursday: Deposit 1 cent for every child you see today (sorry teachers!)
Friday: Deposit 5 cents for every credit card you have
Saturday: Clean out your car or living room or family room – deposit all the change you find

March 28-April 3
Sunday: Deposit 10 cents for every Bible you own or 8 cents each if you read one today
Monday: Deposit 5 cents if you didn’t buy a lottery ticket last week, $1 if you did, $10,000 if
you won
Tuesday: Deposit 1 cent for every lamp in your home plus 10 cents if you have electricity to use
them
Wednesday: Count your blessings; when you get to 25, stop and deposit 25 cents
Thursday: Deposit 10 cents for every meal you eat today
Friday: Deposit no money today if you spent time reflecting on the priceless gift of Jesus’
sacrifice
Saturday: Deposit 1 cent for every year you have lived

April 4-6

Sunday: Deposit $1 if you woke up this morning, but just 50 cents if you thanked God for this
precious gift
Monday: Tally up all your blessings and write a check. Feeling extra blessed? Why not round
up your total!
Tuesday: Forgot to write your check? Add $1 and start all over again (just kidding!)
(Many thanks to Grant Memorial UMC in Presque Isle Maine for this awesome idea!)
If you happen to miss a day, or even a whole week, don’t worry! You can double up a day or week if
you want to, or skip it all together. You can use this to be aware of your blessings!
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Finance News
February 2021
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is
able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work. 2Cor 9: 7-8

2021 Pledge update:

We have received 13 pledges, totaling $33,602. This compares to 31 pledges
in 2020, totaling $87,060. While this seems low, it’s certainly possible that COVID has impacted us in this
regard as well. A pledge is a promise, an intent, not a contract. I would still encourage anyone who is considering a 2021 pledge to complete a form or send me an email. Automated giving is still the best way to
make your pledged contributions and financial gifts. The convenience to you and the benefit to the church
are both significant. You can go to the giving link at www.wesley-umc.org to set ACH up as well as manage
it yourself. If you are currently on automated giving, you can go there too. If there is a match to your email,
you can update your information personally. If there are any questions, please reach out to me personally.

Equitable Compensation! We have received an award of $6,000 to support Pastor Beverly’s
salary for the 6 months she will be here. This is a bit lower than our EQ award in previous years, but this is
expected.

Year End 2020:
Total revenue from all sources

$172,518

Mission Shares:

Total Expenses

$173,689
Ministry
Shares

YTD Paid

%
Paid

WORLD MISSIONS

5,499.00

5,499.00

100

NEW ENGLAND MISSIONS

1,766.00

1,766.00

100

10,115.00

10,115.00

100

17,380.00

17,380.00

100

Name

Your Mission Share giving, along with
support from the general operating budget, provided for us to meet 100% of our
Mission Shares.
To learn more about Mission Shares, visit:
New England Conference: Mission Shares
(neumc.org) and
New England Conference: Mission Share Stories
(neumc.org)

MINISTRY SUPPORT

Plus:
Golden Cross
Human Relations
World Communion

$ 950
$ 17
$ 75

Locally, our Connectional Mission shares have help Wesley UMC in several ways in 2020
Equitable Compensation

Technology Grant

Mission Share Relief

Next Chapter Team Consultant Rick McKinley
Dan, Chair of Finance
Certified Lay Minister

Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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Will of God Lenten Study
“The phrase the will of God is used so loosely and the consequence of that looseness to our
peace of mind is so serious… There is nothing about which we ought to think more clearly
(than the will of God), and yet I sometimes think there is nothing about which men and
women are more confused.”
Leslie D Weatherhead, The Will of God
Rev. Leslie Weatherhead was the pastor of City Temple in London from 19361960. He delivered a series of five sermons to his congregation during the Blitz
of 1940-41 to help them understand God’s will as the atrocities of World War 2
were brought to London with the death and destruction of daily bombings. Since
the sermons were first published in 1944, The Will of God has sold over a million
copies, and helped countless people understand God’s will and intention during times of pain and sorrow.
In these days of division and unrest, with the anxiety and heartbreak of the pandemic, understanding God’s
will can be as difficult now as it was during World War 2. We invite you to join Pastor Beverly and Coni for a
5-week Lenten Study of Rev. Weatherhead’s The Will of God, as we learn to recognize God’s will in the
midst of today’s struggles.
We will meet Thursdays at 6:30pm via Zoom, from February 18th to March 18th. Please be aware, The
Will of God is available in several different editions. The study guide is based on the 2016 edition, so page
references in the study guide may not be the same for previous editions. The 2016 edition is available on
Amazon - paperback $8.99, Kindle version $6.99.
If you would like to join the study, please email the church office at info@wesley-umc.org or call
401/724-7954, and the study guide will be sent to you.

Worship Services Online
Gluten Free Communion offered on February 7th
Join us at Wesley UMC on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013
You can also watch the service on You Tube and/or our
website: https://wesley-umc.org.
Each first Sunday of the month, we are offering the opportunity to receive
Communion between 11:00am and 1:00pm at the church. We are very happy
to announce that we have gluten free communion. Pastor Beverly will set up a
table with prefilled consecrated communion servings. We welcome all to
receive communion. For more information, please contact the church office.
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February 2021
Sun

Mon

7

Worship
10:00am

Tue

Worship
10:00am

Thu
3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

17

18

19

20

26

27

Admin
Council 7pm

15

16
Office Closed

21

Lenten Study
6:30pm

22

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

Worship
10:00am

Sat

2
Office Closed

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

Worship
10:00am

Fri

1

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

14

Wed

23

24

25

Lenten Study
6:30pm

28

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am
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