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From the Pastor’s Desk
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It is officially spring. I always look forward to the signs of new life
that appear as pale green leaves on the trees and shoots starting to poke
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through the earth. For many there is a great eagerness to rush out and start
Holy Week
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cleaning the gardens and planting. However, we are also reminded not to do
these too prematurely because there is still a real possibility of cold weather
Coffee Hour
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and even a spring snow.
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Life is like that, isn’t it – and maybe especially so this year. As more
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and more of us are receiving the Covid vaccine, we are overly eager to be able
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to throw away those masks, hug someone, and eat meals with people outside
of our small circles. At the same time, we are being warned not to let our
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eagerness and impatience get ahead of us so that we do these things premaJC Lamb
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turely and take steps backwards instead of forwards.
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But we have hope, don’t we? Hope is amazing. Hope can keep us
going
when
everything around us looks dismal. Hope coupled with faith is
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the power that keeps us from surrendering to discouragement and despair.
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Hope is what enables us to see the sliver of light in the midnight darkness.
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For us as Christians, that hope comes from Easter. It comes from
knowing
that even death could not stop God. On Friday when it looked like
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evil had won, when Jesus was dead, it seemed like hope had also died. But
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on Easter, the witness of hope burst from the tomb and God was the victor.
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Because of this, we have the promise that ultimately nothing can
defeat God. Nothing can finally separate us from God. Sometimes we are
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just tired and we may feel as if we do not have hope. That’s when we carry
Calendar
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the hope for each other. We tell the stories. We offer a listening ear. We
hold a hand.
I’ve been reading Bishop Steven Charleston’s book “Ladder to the Light” and he’s been talking a lot
about hope. He reminds us that “Hope makes room for love in the world.” Hope allows us to see the love in
the tender actions of people around us, things that we might easily overlook. “Hope is a decision” that allows
us to emerge from darkness and understand that hope and love are meant for everyone, not just for us.
“Hope is creation in action” and community is not possible without it. “One drop of hope can water
a desert, one glimpse of vision can heal the blindness of thousands… We are as strong as what we hope. A
people without hope, even if they possess all the wealth in the world are weak and easily swayed. On the
other hand, a small band of human beings can shift the tide of history if they have sufficient hope in what they
see in the future.”
This is the Easter message, isn’t it? We can’t get to Easter and its promises without going through
Friday. Rather than being impatient and complaining about what we are not yet able to do, we can hold the
hope, and begin to give thanks for the possibilities we are able to see. Let us continue to nurture the seeds
and stories of hope and know that we are not alone. We are in this together and Christ is right there beside
us.
Thanks be to God.
Pastor Beverly

Holy Week is next week!

Sunday, April 4
Easter
There will be a
worship service
Sunday, March 28 – Palm/Passion Sunday
uploaded in our
Worship available online as usual.
new normal pattern
and available to
Thursday, April 1 – Holy Thursday
view at your conA worship service focused on the events of Thursday venience. This
night and including communion will be uploaded as
service will also
we do for Sunday. We anticipate that this service will include communbe available by mid-day on Thursday.
ion.

We are offering several opportunities for worship:

Friday, April 2 – Good Friday
A meditative service following the “Protestant”
Stations of the Cross with scripture and meditations
read by people from our congregation will be online
and available by mid-morning on Friday.

9:00 – 11:00 am — Pastor Beverly will be at the
church for those who wish to come for communion.
Depending upon weather, this will either be outdoors,
or in the sanctuary near the altar.

Join us at Wesley UMC on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013
You can also watch the service on You Tube and/or our website: https://wesley-umc.org.

We have a weekly Sunday Coffee Hour for you to connect
with your friends. Every Sunday at 11:00am
After the Sunday Service, grab your coffee or tea and
sign on to the live virtual coffee hour on Zoom.
Chat with other members of the congregation in the
comfort of your own home. All are welcome!
Contact the church office for Zoom information.

Grace Notes is a weekly, self-guided, faith development study
centered around music available to everyone. A new song is
posted on our website wesley-umc.org each Monday. If you
would like a copy mailed to you, please contact the church
office. This month’s songs are:
April
April
April
April

5:
12:
19:
26:
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Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross
Mended
Heal Me Hands of Jesus
Way Maker
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Wesley UMC Annual Easter Egg Hunt

April 3, 2021
Wesley UMC is pleased to provide a bit of Easter joy and
hope for families this year. We will hold our annual Easter
Egg Hunt, completely outdoors, on Saturday, April 3 at the
church (55 Woodland Street, Lincoln, RI).
The hunt will operate in shifts, with families registering for a specific time slot, and is
intended for children 10 years and younger. You must sign up for a slot for each child that
will participate by going to www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0a4baaaa2da0f49-wesley. We ask that families limit adult
attendance to enable proper social distancing in this time of COVID19. Masks will be required for all in attendance over the age of 2
years. Let's celebrate the hope of Easter and the promise of life everlasting with Christ!
We are sending this to families within the Wesley church family
first, but will open available slots to the larger community as well.

Congregational Clean-Up Day
April 17th
9am - 11am
Sponsored by the Trustees
It’s been a while since most of us have been to church. It’s time to get the
grounds looking good now that it is spring. Will you join us?
There will be a church landscape clean-up day put on by the Trustees on
Saturday, April 17th from 9 to 11am. We’ll be raking and blowing leaves
and other various jobs. If you have any outdoor tools you can bring with
you, that is appreciated. You can come for a half hour or the whole time
— it’s up to you. Remember to please wear a mask and keep a 6 foot
distance between others not in your household. If you have any
questions, please contact the church office. Thank you!

Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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WHEN WILL WE START
WORSHIPPING IN PERSON?
This is a big question that is on everyone’s mind. We have
been trying very hard to follow CDC and Denominational
guidelines so that we can keep everyone safe. We know
that many of us are eager to be together in person, but we
want to do this in a way that doesn’t risk exposure as much
as possible and still provides a worship service that people
can see and hear well.
We have purchased cameras and monitors for our sanctuary so that we are able to record what is happening inside
and focus on different parts of the sanctuary and zoom in
or out to keep things interesting. We also know that for the
foreseeable future we will need to keep safe distances from
each other, wear masks, and we will not be able to sing
together.
We know that even when some of us feel safe worshipping in person, others will not. Online
worship has also become important for some who live at a distance from us and others who work
during the Sunday 10:00am hour and are now able to worship at a time convenient for them.
When we have “in-person” worship in the sanctuary, we will be having a “hybrid” type of worship.
Some of it will be “live” – for instance, the pastor will be preaching in real time, and our organist will
likely be playing. However, most music will still be pre-recorded and will be shown on our monitors.
We will work our cameras, etc. so that people inside the sanctuary and people at home will mostly
see the same thing and have a very similar experience.
SO, HERE’S WHAT WE ARE CURRENTLY THINKING:
Any plans to “move indoors or in-person” will always be subject to the latest numbers of new cases,
hospitalizations, vaccinations, and other important health information.
Because this way of worship will be new to all of us, we will need a few “practice” weeks so that we
are comfortable in being sure we know how to switch between cameras, in-person portions, and
pieces on the monitors. We are currently looking at doing this around the second and third weeks
in May. We would likely “record” the entire service on a Saturday and then still publish it on Sunday.
Our “first” Sunday morning, in-person service will likely be on Pentecost – May 23rd. Right now, we
would still encourage most people to worship from home. However, we could have a few people
present in-person. Primarily we think this would be for people who find it difficult or impossible to
access our online worship, and who have been fully vaccinated and will be wearing masks well
separated from each other. As more people become fully vaccinated and it becomes safer, we
hope that more people will be able to be present in-person.
For the Pentecost service especially, there are several opportunities for people to participate and
help make the service more meaningful. Please see elsewhere some of the ways that you can be
part of this celebration.
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Dear Friends,
Easter is coming and I’m excited about that. But before we get
to Easter celebrations, we have the hard day - Friday. I know
that Friday is as important as Easter, but it always makes me
so sad. I don’t know why they call it “Good” Friday. I think it
should be called “Bad” Friday or “Sad” Friday, because it never
made me feel good.
My friends and I were talking about this, and Gordon said he
feels the same way I do. But Grace said she thinks it’s called
“Good” Friday because of all the good things that happened afterwards. That makes sense, even
though it still makes me sad it had to happen.
Then Faith told us that she thinks it was really hard for Jesus that day, but Jesus could be brave because He knew God was helping Him – and He was helping God show us we can trust that God will
be there for us. So, because God was helping Him, Jesus was brave for Himself, and He was brave for
each one of us. Wow! That made my heart happy, even while it was sad that Jesus died that way.
Gordon said if God could help Jesus do such a hard thing, then God can help us be brave too. Faith
and Grace and I agreed. Then we said a prayer to ask God to help us. Maybe you’d like to pray too, so
here’s what we said:
Dear God,
Thank you for Jesus, thank you for helping Him be so brave so that He could help us. We want to
be brave too, so please hold our hooves and help us follow where Jesus leads us – right straight to
You! Amen!
Maybe you might want to change hooves for hands, since I don’t think any of you have hooves, but
otherwise I think it’s a good prayer for all of us, to be more like Jesus. Gordon and Grace and Faith
and I want to keep saying that prayer, especially when we’re scared, or we feel like God is far away.
Grace reminded us that knowing we can always ask God for help is another thing that helps make
“Sad” Friday “Good” Friday. And we all agreed that will make Easter even happier!
Love,
JC Lamb

Food Is Love
April showers bring May flowers so they say. Let us shower the Northern RI Food Pantry with 200 boxes of
pancake mix and 200 cans of tuna fish. Please leave your donations in the narthex or the secured bin outside
the church by Friday, 4/9/2021.
Your continued generosity has made this mission project for our community a pleasure to be part
of and we couldn’t do it without all of you! Thank you and let’s shower our brothers and sisters
in need with these basic food items!
God Bless,
Val and Lynne
Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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reflections along The Way
“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness! Teach me Your good
paths.”

Psalm 119:64
Seen on a bumper sticker:

“What’s right is right, even if no one else is doing it.
What’s wrong is wrong, even if everyone else is doing it.”
That got me thinking about how we live our lives - how I live my
life - in today’s world. It’s so much easier to give in and follow the crowd
than it is to speak up. For all that we’re a “modern” society, in many ways
things aren’t so different than they were in Jesus’ time. There were rules
- spoken and unspoken - that people were expected to follow. And when
they didn’t, they were ostracized. Isn’t that what’s happening today? Aren’t people looked down on
based on the color of their skin? If they don’t fit in with the established cliques? If they have health
issues or have difficulty walking or talking? If they can’t find a job, can’t afford a place to live?
We may not physically chase them out of town as they did in Jesus’ time, but the effect is the
same. It can be seen from the playground to the high schools to the workplace. Considered different,
they’re often treated disrespectfully, if not ignored completely.
But Jesus came to change our perceptions of who the “right” people are. He came to fight that
status quo. Society considered itself justified to ignore the sick, the weak, the handicapped, the outcasts - they were considered sinners. And yet these are the very people Jesus chose to spend time
with. It was with these people that He shared the glory of God’s love and forgiveness. The leaders
were suspicious of Jesus, because He didn’t do things like everyone else.
Matthew 9:9-13 speaks to the heart of Jesus’ mission… “As Jesus went on from there, He saw
a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow me’ He told him and Matthew got
up and followed Him. While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and
‘sinners’ came and ate with Him and His disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked His disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?’ On hearing this, Jesus said ‘It is not
the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: “For I have not come to
call the righteous, but sinners.’”
Jesus knew what was right and that is what He did even if it set Him against society; even if
everyone else was doing the wrong thing, Jesus knew that God had sent Him to do the right thing.
And that’s what He did every day of His life. That fateful day, many in the crowd may have known it
was wrong to condemn Jesus, but since everyone else was yelling, “Crucify him”, they did too. And
even though no one else was willing to stand up and do the right thing, Jesus did – all the way to the
cross…
Together we can work to do the right thing, regardless of what society says. Together, we can
make sure Jesus’ sacrifice was not in vain.
God bless!
Coni, Lay Leader
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Finance News for April 2021
In a perfect world, we would teach our children
the importance of money management, budgeting, and charity. It’s usually not taught in
schools, and from this banker’s perspective, it’s
a shame. Unfortunately, we don’t always provide the best example either. It can be tough.
Individual circumstances may dictate what you
may be able to do, it’s life.

Where are you on this spending plan?
GIVE, SAVE,
GIVE, SAVE,

SPEND

SPEND

Which is the biggest category for you?

Giving, generosity, charity, whatever you call it, is a spiritual discipline. That giving may be
more than financial generosity, it’s also gifts of your time, talents, energy, or insight. Giving
feels good, most of the time. Mother Teresa is quoted at a National Prayer Breakfast as saying “This is the meaning of true love, to give until it hurts.” No one should expect
intentional harm, but giving as a spiritual discipline may be a sacrifice, and may entail giving
up some other luxury, for the greater good.
I was at Stop and Shop today, and the checkout register asked if I wanted to round up to the
next full dollar and donate the difference to charity. Maybe its 99 cents, maybe only a penny.
Most people wouldn’t even notice, and may even prefer to have the full dollar on their bank
statement and make the math easier!
This year, for the past year actually, we’ve seen the biggest decline in giving in “the plate”.
That’s obvious since we’re not in person to offer a gift more spontaneously. We’re lucky to
have made a strategic plan to re-allocate our financial resources, and also blessed to be able
to take advantage of PPP funding to help for a second year. Your support through financial
gifts gives Wesley UMC in Lincoln, RI to have an impact in Lincoln, the surrounding communities, and around the world. May God Bless your generosity and the gifts of our whole
Church.
Dan, Chair,
Finance Committee

Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. Gal 5:22-23
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A NEW BEGINNING – A TIME TO CELEBRATE
Pentecost is called the Birthday of the Church and we are going to celebrate.
This year, we are hopeful to hold our first “in-house” service in more than a year
on Pentecost – May 23rd. There are several ways that you can be part of this service.
Do you speak a language other than English? On Pentecost, the crowd was filled
with people from many different places, and yet, everyone heard the speakers in
their native language. On Pentecost, we would like to have many people reading
or offering prayer in a language other than English. Recording this in advance is
easy and several of us can help you in doing that. If you are willing to be part of
this, please let Pastor Beverly know.
Are you interested in learning how to run the cameras and recording equipment?
It is important for us to have several people who know how to do this. Please contact Mike if you would
like to be involved in this.
Moving ahead, we will also be looking for people who like to create visuals for worship – banners, altar
designs, etc. Talk with Pastor Beverly or Coni if this is one of your gifts you would like to share.
Worship or liturgy is the work of the people – and that means all of us. How would you like to be involved?

Jigsaw Puzzles!
Are you ready for Spring but spring is not ready for you? Have
you run out of jigsaw puzzles but would like another? We have
the answer for you!
We have dozens of beautiful jigsaw puzzles to lend or give to you. There are some 500, 1000,
1500, and even a few 2000 piece puzzles. You can take as many as you like, swap them or
leave a few if you like! They are located upstairs in the youth room at church.
Pick them up during church office hours (Tues & Thurs 9am—3pm & Wed 9am—1pm) or
email the office and we can arrange to get them to you! Happy puzzling!
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JC’s Joke Corner
Grace and Faith and
Gordon and I enjoyed
these jokes, and we hope
you do too! Sharing them
helps us carry on our
New Year’s resolution to
share kindness through smiles and laughter.
And maybe you’ll want to share them too.

Mission Shares
Giving Challenge
This is the last
week for the Lent
Missions Challenge.
Follow the instructions below!

April 4-6

What’s the cheapest way to travel?
By sale boat!
What do you call a polar bear in the jungle?
Lost!
Snow White said the dwarves can only meet in
groups of six because of the pandemic, and one
of them isn’t Happy.
Please remember to share some jokes so we can
all smile a little more. You can send them to my
friend Miss Kristen at info@wesley-umc.org
and she’ll make sure I get them. Thank you for
helping me spread some happiness!
Love,
JC and friends

Sunday: Deposit $1 if you woke up this
morning, but just 50 cents if you
thanked God for this precious gift
Monday: Tally up all your blessings and write
a check. Feeling extra blessed? Why not
round up your total!
Tuesday: Forgot to write your check? Add $1
and start all over again (just kidding!)
Tally up the total amount and send a check to
the church. Please be sure to note that the
donation is for Mission Shares.
Thanks for participating
in this Challenge!

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy solution when you don’t
have cash or a checkbook. In just seconds, you can make a
weekly offering, respond to an appeal, or set up recurring
payments.
•
•

HELP US GROW
THROUGH EGIVING

Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!

•

Give in the moment with a fast, one-time donation.
Give anywhere, anytime from your computer, smartphone, or
tablet
Donate directly to your favorite funds.
To learn more about giving online or through
our GivePlus mobile app, contact our church
office or visit www.wesley-umc.org.
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April 2021
Sun

Mon

4

Tue

5

Wed

6

Thu

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

3

Easter
Egg Hunt
9-11am

10
Baptism 10am

Worship
8:00am
Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

Worship
10:00am

11

12

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

Worship
10:00am

18

13
14
Pastor Beverly on Vacation

15

16

17

Clean-Up Day
9-11am

Admin
Council
7pm
19

20
21
22
Pastor Beverly on Vacation
Earth Day

23

24

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

Worship
10:00am

25

26

27

28

29

30

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am
Hand in Hand
P/T Conf’s
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Next Chapter Hand in Hand
6:30pm
P/T Conf’s
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