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When I was a child, about the only thing I remember about Lent was
that my Catholic friends all gave up something for Lent. Usually it was candy;
some were more specific and gave up only chocolate, or a particular kind of
candy or soda. I didn’t understand what it was all about at the time. Years
later, I came to understand that it was about sacrificing by giving up something and instead focusing on God.
We are now in the season of Lent, and quite frankly, if we focus on
“giving up” something, it feels like we’ve been living in Lent for about a year
now. One of the big differences, however, is that we didn’t get to choose what
to “give up.” We found ourselves being told that for our safety and the safety
of others, we had to “give up” spending time at the homes of our friends, or
going out to restaurants to eat, or not going to plays, concerts, or other events
where there were a lot of people, including even in-person worship services.
For many it also meant loss of employment. For children, teachers, and parents, it meant trying to figure out how to do school at home.

Daylight Saving Time

th

Sunday, March 14
Spring Forward!

The request, and in some cases, the mandate, was certainly reasonable
and necessary. COVID 19 was wreaking havoc with everything around us.
But now, as we are in Lent, the idea of “giving up” something else just seems
overwhelming. That’s why this year, we have been focusing more on paying
attention to how we relate to God, counting our blessings, and finding ways
to connect with each other even while physically distant.
In last month’s newsletter, and again in this month’s is a suggested
way of daily thinking about the blessings in our lives – many of which are
things we often take for granted. If you haven’t already, I encourage you to
take it out of the newsletter, stick it on your refrigerator or mirror and begin
now to count and give thanks for the blessings in your life. During worship
we are focusing on different ways that we might pray or connect with God.
Hopefully, one or more of these will spark something in you as a new or
different way of listening for God in your daily life.
All of this is because, instead of “giving up” something else for Lent, we
are invited to focus on what we still have, the blessings in our lives, the things
for which we can be, and are, thankful. During this time, we have remembered over and over again, that we are not alone – God was, is, and always will
be walking this path with us. Thanks be to God!
Remember that God loves you, and so do I!
Blessings,
Pastor Beverly

Listening to God
“Have you ever misplaced your phone – which is on vibrate of course, and then asked
someone to call it? We get really still and really quiet. Our ears perk up in all directions
in order to be ready to hear that little buzz. It is a quieting down and high alert all at
the same time. This Lent we will quiet things down and heighten our attention to the
‘still, small voice’ of God.’ Listening through prayer as well as meditation on holy texts
is an ancient Lenten practice. Come and rest, come and listen.”
This is the way that the Worship Design Studio describes the approach that we are
using as a basis for our worship time together this month. If you have missed a service
or two in this series, you are invited to go to our website and participate in that way. Let’s approach this
month with an open heart and mind as we explore ways of listening to God.
Feb. 21st: Listening to God – To Find Your Space – So I can hear God.
Feb 28th: Listening to God – To Find Your Breath – So I can talk to God.
March 7th: Listening to God – To Find God’s Word – So I can learn God’s word for me.
March 14th: Listening to God – To Find Healing – So I can live out God’s call.
March 21st: Listening to God – To Find Your Own Voice – So I can let go of the voices of the world.
March 28th: Palm/Passion Sunday: Listening to God – To Find Your Purpose –
So I can learn to listen to my heart.
Please join us for worship each week – on Facebook, You Tube, or Our Website.

Worship
Services
Online
Each first Sunday of the month, we are offering
the opportunity to receive Communion between
11:00am and 1:00pm at the church. Come to
church on March 7th for communion.
We are very happy to announce that we
have gluten free communion. Pastor
Beverly will be in a socially distanced space
with prefilled consecrated communion servings.
We welcome all to receive communion.
For more information, contact the church office.
Join us at Wesley UMC on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013

You can also watch the service on You Tube and/or
our website: https://wesley-umc.org.
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Do you miss seeing your
church family each Sunday?
We have a weekly Sunday Coffee Hour
for you to connect with your friends.
Every Sunday at 11:00am
After the Sunday Service, grab your
coffee or tea and sign on to the live
virtual coffee hour on Zoom. Chat with
other members of the congregation in
the comfort of your own home.
All are welcome!
Contact the church office for the
Zoom information
The Circuit

Next Chapter Team
March 2021 newsletter
Greetings – The Wesley Next
Chapter Team continues to meet,
and we are now focused on how
to activate our Ministry Action
Plan (MAP). Under the guidance
of Rev. Rick McKinley, our first
step is to activate Ministry Teams
for each of the main goals of our MAP. That means
we will be looking to create the following teams:
Worship Team
Discipleship Team
Community Connections Team
Communications Team
We are going to take this one step at a time, and one
team at a time. This is a new way of working for
Wesley UMC, and we want to take our time to figure
out the best way forward for each aspect of our MAP.
At the core of every church is Worship, so we’ve
decided to start with that team.
COVID has already led us to working more as a
team to develop our weekly Worship service. You’ve
probably noticed there are more people involved in
each week’s recorded Worship service than there
were most weeks when we met in person. One of the
unexpected blessings of this time has been engaging
more of us in each week’s service. Whether reading
a prayer or scripture, singing a hymn, or working on
the various “behind-the-scenes” tasks of recording
and putting the service together into one video, there
are many hands involved each week. Even once
we return to the sanctuary for Worship, there will
still need to be a team of people involved, thus the
Worship Team.

a place for any and all who want to contribute. You
don’t need to be an expert at anything to join the team,
and you could even potentially learn a new skill. The
team will need people on each of the following tasks:
Worship planning – what is the theme for the
season? What will be the central message
thread through each of the Worship services?
Pastor Beverly leads this aspect, but others can
be involved.
Music – what hymns will be sung? Who will sing
them and when will they be recorded?
Scripture readings & prayers – what are the readings for each week? Who will read what pieces
for each service?
Recording – many parts of the service are recorded
by volunteers at home. Some are recorded at
the church and need to be managed by a tech
volunteer (or two) familiar with the camera
system.
Graphics & visuals – what images will best go
with the message of the sermon and hymn
lyrics? Create a PowerPoint that incorporates
the images with the words of prayers and
hymns. Also, what banners should be hung in
the sanctuary? Is there a creative altarscape
that would communicate the themes of the
season and Worship?
Production – putting all the separate recordings
into one video. When we’re back in the sanctuary, this role will include moving between live
camera footage and pre-recorded video.
As you can see, a lot of effort goes into creating our
Worship each week. Many of the tasks listed above
have been performed for the past year by the same
people, week after week. We thank them for all that
they have contributed and continue to contribute. But
we’d love to find them help. Feeling a call (or nudge)
from God to help out with any of these things for the
Easter season or in the further future? Let us know!

We are planning to try a seasonal approach to this
Faithfully yours,
team so as not to overwork anyone, or get caught in
the trap of “so and so always does that.” Each church Coni, Linda, Mike, Dan, Deborah, Lynne & Pastor
Beverly Stenmark
season usually lasts around six weeks. The Worship
Team for the Easter season (Easter to Pentecost) will
begin connecting soon to start planning. There are
many different roles on the Worship Team, so there is
Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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2021 EASTER MEMORIALS
An addition to the__________________________________________Trust Fund has
been given by_________________________________________________________.
in loving memory or
in honor of (circle one) _________________________________________________.
A Memorial Share has been given to the Glory of God and in memory
of__________________________________________________________________.
by__________________________________________________________________.
A Memorial Share has been given to the Glory of God and in honor
of__________________________________________________________________.
by__________________________________________________________________.
All memorials must be given to the church office by Sunday, March 21st
for insertion into the Easter bulletin.

What Exactly is a Memorial Share?
Giving a Memorial Share is a wonderful way to honor or to remember a loved one. Memorial Share Funds
can be ANY amount of money and go unrestricted to the Trustees. Those given to the Organ Fund, go towards maintaining our organ at Wesley. Funds given to a Trust are added to 1 of 5 designated Endowment
Funds (Education, Youth, UM Women, Trustees, or General) which is specified by the Trust.

2021 EASTER PLANTS ORDER FORM
I WISH TO HAVE THE FOLLOWING PLACED IN THE SANCTUARY:
Write the number of plants next to your selections.
___Azalea($20) ___Lily($12) ___Tulip($10) ___Hyacinth($10) ___Daffodil($10) ___Mums($18)
PLEASE CHECK ONE:
______ I wish to leave my plant(s) for distribution to the ill and homebound.
______ I will pick up my plant(s) after 1pm Friday, April 2nd. More info to come.
Donors will be listed in the bulletin. Please give the following information exactly as you wish it to
appear. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
IN MEMORY OF:________________________________________________________
BY:____________________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF:_________________________________________________________
BY:_____________________________________________________________________
This form should be returned to the church office by Sunday, March 21st.
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Dear Friends,
I can’t believe it’s March already. Spring is coming, I can feel
it - even if it doesn’t always look like it. My friend Faith says
that’s a sign of trusting God. That even if the nights are still
long and the weather can be cold, things are happening just
like God promised. There is new life coming in the trees and
bushes and flowers. Grace says that Lent is like that too.
We’re remembering that Jesus died on the cross for us, that
it was a hard time, kind of like what’s going on right now.
But there are new things going on here just like back then.
The people didn’t understand or maybe they forgot what
Jesus said, just like sometimes when it’s dark and snowy or rainy we forget that new life, that Spring,
is coming.
I think that’s what I need to do, focus on the remembering, and trusting God’s plan will work out.
Just like it did last Spring and all the Springs before.
Love,
JC
PS: Please check out JC’s Joke Corner on page 10. All the jokes made me smile – but I have a favorite. And I bet you’ll be able to figure out which one it is! Please remember to share some jokes so we
can all smile a little more. You can send them to my friend Miss Kristen at info@wesley-umc.org and
she’ll make sure I get them. Thank you for helping me spread some happiness!

FOOD IS LOVE
“How sweet it is!” was a famous quote from yesteryear! Do you recall hearing this on TV? Some will
immediately know, but for those who do not, hear is a multiple choice answer:
1. Agnes Dion
2. D. Stanley Cushing
3. Steve Jobs

4. Priscilla Fraser
5. Jackie Gleason

While Jackie Gleason may be famous for this saying long ago, no doubt the others have all said this over the
years and we continue to say this especially for the generosity of our church who have supported the Northern
RI Food Pantry most recently with jelly and canned fruit for February.
The sweetness continues as we collect Pancake Syrup and Mac N Cheese for March. Not a food combo to
be eaten together, although it could be with some ingenuity! What really matters is collecting the most needed
foods families need during these trying times. For those who are not struggling and are able to
donate, we are grateful!
Thank you and let’s fill up the Narthex with PANCAKE SYRUP and MAC N
CHEESE! The deadline for drop-off is Friday, March 12th. How sweet it will
be to collect 200 of each!!!
Sweet Blessings,
Val and Lynne
Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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reflections along The Way
“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness!
Teach me Your good paths.”
Psalm 119:64
“A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity;
and the optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty.”
Winston Churchill

Based on this description, I’d say none of us are always an optimist or
a pessimist. But I’m afraid we’re prone to pessimism. It seems so easy
to find the problems, and difficult to see beyond the reasons we think
something won’t work. While it’s important to think through all aspects
of any idea, it’s equally important not to get bogged down in the negatives. You know the internal conversations: “What if this happens?,”
“What if that doesn’t go the way we planned?.” Those are the what-ifs
and they can keep us from moving forward. These are the words of a pessimist.
But we are God’s church. We need to trust that when we invite God into our circumstances, God will guide
us. We need the words of optimists.
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified, for the Lord your God
goes with you; He will never leave you or forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6
“Begin to weave and God will give you the thread.” German proverb
“Trust the Lord with all your heart, and don’t depend on your own
understanding. Remember the Lord in all you do and He will give you
success.” Proverbs 3:5-6
“We are made to make a difference…” from the song Make A Move by Royal Tailor
“Faith is the grit in the soul that puts the dare into dreams.” Max Lucado
We are called to be optimists, not to give into the lure of pessimism. We follow the One who faced every
difficulty, saw the worst of humanity and still believed that God’s plan to redeem us could work. And Jesus
believed that so strongly that He willingly gave His life. When we step out in faith, God meets us at the point
of our need. With God, we can more easily look at the positives. “What if this project exceeds our expectations?,” “What if we learn a better way to do things because of this?.”
Let’s step out in faith, trusting that God will direct us in the ways we need to go to fulfill God’s plan.
God bless!
Coni, Lay Leader
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Count Your Blessings for Lent
I’d like to invite you to a Mission Shares Giving Challenge. I challenge each one of us
to take some time each day during Lent to focus on what we do have, the blessings
we so often overlook. Following the list below, for each of those blessings either add
the specified amount of money to a collection jar or make note of the amount next to
the item. On Monday April 5th, tally up the amount and send a check to the church.
Please be sure to note that the donation is for Mission Shares. What do you say? Are you up for the challenge? I think
by Easter we’ll all have a brighter outlook, a greater appreciation for the countless blessings God provides,
plus we’ll help meet our goal of fully paying our Mission Shares! God bless!
Coni, Lay Leader
Tuesday: Deposit 1 cent for every
lamp in your home plus 10 cents
Sunday: Deposit 5 cents if you
if you have electricity to use them
could access the Worship
Wednesday:
Count your blessings;
Service, 20 cents if you weren’t
when
you
get
to 25, stop and
arrested for it
deposit 25 cents
Monday: Deposit 1 cent for every
Thursday:
Deposit 10 cents for
March
21-27
time you open your refrigerator
every meal you eat today
Sunday: Count the houses of
Tuesday: Deposit 1 cent for every
Friday:
Deposit no money today if
Worship
in
your
community
pound you weigh + 5 cents if it’s
you
spent
time reflecting on the
deposit 1 cent for each one
more than your license says
priceless gift of Jesus’ sacrifice
Monday: Deposit 10 cents for every
Wednesday: Deposit 25 cents if
Saturday:
Deposit 1 cent for every
snack you eat today
you prayed today
year you have lived
Thursday: Deposit 5 cents for each Tuesday: Deposit 1 cent for every
window
in
your
home
plus
10
person you know in the hospital,
April 4-6
cents if they open
25 cents if there’s no one
Friday: Deposit 10 cents if you have Wednesday: Deposit 25 cents if you Sunday: Deposit $1 if you woke up
have a computer but only 10
this morning, but just 50 cents if
clean underwear to put on today
cents if you used it to reach out
you thanked God for this
Saturday: Deposit 1 cent for every
to
a
friend
precious gift
spoon you own
Thursday: Deposit 1 cent for every Monday: Tally up all your blessings
child you see today
and write a check. Feeling extra
March 14-20
blessed? Why not round up your
Sunday: Deposit 5 cents if you saw Friday: Deposit 5 cents for every
credit
card
you
have
total!
the sun today or 5 cents if it
Saturday:
Clean
out
your
car
or
Tuesday:
Forgot to write your
rained
living room or family room –
check? Add $1 and start all over
Monday: Deposit 1 cent for every
deposit
all
the
change
you
find
again (just kidding!)
chair in your home + 5 cents if
you were able to relax in one
(Many thanks to Grant Memorial
Tuesday: Deposit 5 cents for every March 28-April 3
UMC in Presque Isle Maine for this)
toilet in your home but 10 cents if Sunday: Deposit 10 cents for every
Bible you own or 8 cents each if If you happen to miss a day, or even
they flush
you read one today
Wednesday: Deposit 10 cents if you
a whole week, don’t worry! You
had a place to sleep last night but Monday: Deposit 5 cents if you
can double up a day or week if you
didn’t buy a lottery ticket last
25 cents if it was inside
want to, or skip it all together. You
week, $1 if you did, $10,000 if
Thursday: Deposit 5 cents for every
can use this to be aware of your
you won
bank account you have
blessings!

March 7-13

Friday: Deposit 10 cents if you ate
food grown by someone else
Saturday: Deposit 10 cents if you
have a car to drive plus 5 cents if
you were able to drive it today

Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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Finance Newsletter – March 2021
Church finances are a team sport, they have to be. We’re certainly
not professional staff, so we all share in the responsibility….
- The Finance Committee creates and tracks budgets, ensures procedures and controls are in place.
- The “counters” count the Sunday offerings, prepare and make the
bank deposits, and reports those to the people who need to know.
- The Financial Secretary records individual giving and ensures records are maintained.
- The Finance Chair does a detailed accounting of the source of all receipts for planning purposes.
- Your treasurer manages the bank account and ensures our bills are paid!
- The audit committee makes sure all is in order!
Why is this important? It’s vital to honor your stewardship, protect the church, and provide for the necessary
funding of all Church programs.
We currently have a need for a new Financial Secretary. This person’s responsibility is to record all giving
into software designed to track and report your gifts and offerings. Cornelia has been the FS for many years
and is ready for something new! She spends about 30 minutes a week to ensure you get your quarterly
reports and ensure the Finance Committee has the information it needs to report to the Conference. She is
one of only 2 people who have access to individual giving, protecting your information and privacy.
The church needs you! We will provide the training and access to do this critical function. If you are
interested, please reach out to the church office.
We have a great Finance Team, and we’d welcome you to join!

PLEDGE UPDATE:
As of 2/15 our pledges received are down about
43% from 2020. With the COVID constraints,
that may be okay, but at the Administrative Council
Meeting just last week, it was asked “What will
we do?” I didn’t have an answer then, but what
do we normally do when the future is uncertain,
almost bleak, and there are doubts? We turn to
God! We pray that the generosity and faithfulness
of this Community will come through once again.

We may have to double up our efforts on fundraising,
but we’ll get there.

PPP NEWS:
We were able to receive additional Paycheck Protection Program funding for 2021!! The “Second Draw”
will help cover payroll costs and other expenses in
February, March and April! If used properly, this is a
forgivable loan, as was the first one.

Thank you for your continued support of Wesley and its Mission!
Your Finance Team:
Dan, Cornelia, Susan, Valerie, Dan, Linda, Coni and Pastor Beverly
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Special Church Conference
Tuesday, March 16th at 6:30pm
Wesley Church is eligible to apply for a second Payroll Protection Plan loan/grant.
We have already filed the application, been approved and received the money. All of
this happened much quicker than the first time. From application to receipt of money
was about 5 days. The Church Council at its regular meeting on Feb. 9th ratified this
action. As previously, since we will use all of the loan to cover the costs of salary and
other approved expenses in the next 2-3 months, we anticipate that the “loan” will be converted to a grant.
However, it is still necessary for us to hold a special church conference to ratify this action. We anticipate
that this will be a brief meeting. Contact the church office for the Zoom link.
Because this is a specially called meeting, there will be only one item of business. Here is the motion
that will be presented and voted upon:
WHEREAS, Wesley UMC has met the eligibility criteria for Second Draw Paycheck Protection Program
Funding, and
WHEREAS, the New England Conference of the UMC has encouraged eligible churches to pursue this
program, and
WHEREAS, on January 29, 2021, An application was made through Citizens bank, and Church leadership
notified as such, and
WHEREAS, on January 30, same application was approved by the SBA, with an expiration date of
February 10th, and
WHEREAS, in consultation with the District Superintendent the Forgivable Loan was accepted on
February 1st, and funded by Citizens Bank on February 3rd, and
WHEREAS, on February 9th, the Administrative Council met to affirm these actions,
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that at a properly called Church Conference, the acceptance of this forgivable
loan is approved, with the understanding forgiveness will be sought as soon as possible.
If you have any questions about this, please contact the church office for more information. The meeting
will be followed immediately by the regular Finance Committee meeting scheduled for that evening.

Palms for Palm Sunday
We will have palms available for pickup on Saturday, March 27th at 11am.
In order to make sure we order enough palms, please let the church office know if
you plan to pick some up. You are under no obligation to get any, even if you let
the office know your intention. We just want to make sure all those who come to
church can go home with palms. Please inform the office by Sunday, March 21st
if you plan to come to the church to pick up palms and how many people you’ll be
picking up for. Once again, there is no obligation! Kristen looks forward to
hearing from you - info@wesley-umc.org or 401-724-7954.
Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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JC’s Joke Corner

Online Bazaar Continues
We are offering items online that you can
purchase for someone’s birthday, baby
shower, as a thank you, and more. You
may see new items in the future as well.
Due to the pandemic, this website
provides a place for friends and family
to find gifts and handmade crafts.
There are knitted hats and scarves to keep
the cold away, rice bags to relieve sore
and achy muscles, and crocheted items.
You can see the handmade crafts
lovingly-made available for sale at
https://go.dojiggy.io/a399e0/JIS4CP.
Please take a few minutes and browse our
offerings; each item is made with love.
If local, you can arrange for pick up
Wesley Church. We can also coordinate
shipping to you. Payment by credit card
is required for orders being shipped.

Grace and Faith and Gordon and I all had a
good laugh with these jokes, and we hope you
do too! Sharing them helps us carry on our New
Year’s resolution to share kindness through
smiles and laughter. And maybe you’ll want
to share them too.
- What do snowmen eat for breakfast?
Frosted flakes!
- When the cows are asleep in
the field, does that mean
it’s pasture bedtime?
- How do gingerbread men
make their beds?
With cookie sheets!
Love,
JC and friends

Grace Notes is a weekly, self-guided, faith development study centered around music available to everyone. We offer you an opportunity each week to explore
your relationship with God through music, exploring
how the words relate to our life and our faith journey.
This will be an individual, self-directed study. You can
do this any way you like. You can work on the song
when you like, you can skip a week, skip a song if that
feels right. A new song will be added to the website - www.wesley-umc.org - each Monday.
If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
You can also sign up to have each week's song sent directly to your inbox by sending a
request to info@wesley-umc.org.
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March 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Next
Chapter
6:30pm
7

Worship
10:00am
Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

Worship
10:00am

14

8

5

6

10

11

12

13

19

20

26

27
Palm Pickup
11am

Lenten Study
6:30pm

15

16

17

Special
Church Conf.
& Finance
6:30pm

Hand in Hand
Open House 2pm

Worship
10:00am

4

Sat

Lenten Study
6:30pm

Trustees
7pm

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

21

9

Fri

22

23

18

Lenten Study
6:30pm

24

25

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

Worship
10:00am

28

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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