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I think, by now, everyone knows that I will be retiring at the end
of June, so it is time to be intentional about our transition and to begin
saying, “good-bye.” I grew up in this church and have spent many years
here. You were the congregation that sent me off to parish ministry. As
my last appointment in active ministry, I was appointed here in July 2016.
It’s been a blessing to be your pastor and this month I want to look back
a little at the last five years.
The building was the same building I left about 30 years ago, but
almost everything else had changed. Certainly, I knew some of you and
it was good to renew some acquaintances, but even that was different. I
was no longer a mother with active children. Now, I was a grandmother
and a pastor. That changed our relationships.
But there were also many people who I had never met. The congregation was racially much more diverse than when I left and I was excited
by that. The spirit of the saints of the past were still present, but you were
not living in the past.
Like many churches, the days of a packed congregation on Sunday
morning were gone and the choir was a much smaller but very faithful
group of people sharing their gift of music. There had been discussion
about whether or not it was time to move from having a full-time pastor
to having a part-time pastor, but the decision had been not to make that
move. Still, it was clear that as we moved into the future, we would have
to be intentional about looking carefully at where God was calling us to
be.
That first year, we held a gathering where we looked at the history
of the church and we could start to see some patterns and identify what
would prove to be some important understandings as we moved forward.
We also celebrated 50 years of ministry here on the hill and I was thrilled
to be able to be part of that celebration. We celebrated the past and asked
where God was calling us to be in the next 50 years.
Part of that celebration included having some of the stained glass
windows from the churches that had come together to birth Wesley
framed and mounted in the sanctuary. I loved that we weren’t really sure
which church they came from. I looked back and couldn’t remember
which church some of us had come from. For me, this was a good indication that this congregation, while celebrating the past, was not bound by it.
During 2018, we started to look intentionally at where God was
calling us to be moving into the future and the Next Chapter team was
formed. You’ve been involved in this and seen reports from that team.
I hope to write more next month as both Wesley church and I personally
prepare to enter a new chapter in God’s future.
Let’s hold each other in prayer as we look to a new future.
Pastor Beverly

Worship Services Online/Communion
Each first Sunday of the month, we are offering the opportunity to
receive Communion between 11:00am and 1:00pm at the church.
Come to church on May 2nd for communion.
We are very happy to announce that we have gluten free communion. Pastor Beverly will
be in a socially distanced space with prefilled consecrated communion servings. We
welcome all to receive communion. For more information, contact the church office.
Join us at Wesley UMC on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013
You can also watch the service on You Tube and/or our website: https://wesley-umc.org.

We have a weekly Sunday Coffee Hour for you to connect with
your church friends. Every Sunday at 11:00am!
After the Sunday Service, grab your coffee or tea and
sign on to the live virtual coffee hour on Zoom.
Chat with other members of the congregation in the
comfort of your own home. All are welcome!
Contact the church office for Zoom information.

Food is Love Update
Hello Friends,
Easter was a beautiful day and it was great seeing Easter Egg Hunt photos in the Valley
Breeze! So glad spring has sprung and many gardeners are now preparing their wish list
for vegetable plants in anticipation of fresh produce this summer! Although we aren’t in a
position to provide fresh produce to the Northern RI Food Bank, we certainly can provide
non-perishable items. We are pleased to report we collected 235 cans of tuna fish and 159
boxes of pancake mix for April.
For the month of May we are collecting Peanut Butter. Can we reach 400 jars???? It’s always a pleasure
keeping track of the donations and reaching our goals because of your generosity. The final drop off date is
Friday May 7th with them picking up on 5/10. The Food Pantry greatly appreciates all we do to support them.
(If you want to start early, we’re collecting jelly for June!)
Thank you for your contributions supporting those less fortunate. Let’s continue to be Christ like and help our
brothers and sisters in need.
God Bless,
Lynne and Val
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A Phased Approach for Returning
to In-Person Worship
As was shared in the April 2021 newsletter, Wesley UMC is planning a limited
return to in-person worship beginning on Pentecost, Sunday, May 23, 2021. We
will continue to offer worship online, either recorded or streamed live on Sunday
mornings, going forward. Therefore, during this initial return to the sanctuary, we
encourage most people to continue to worship from home. Our focus for this first
phase of in-person worship will be to invite those who have been unable to access
the online worship services. If you are interested in attending in person, please call
the church office (401-724-7954) so you can be added to a list of potential attendees.
What can you expect from this first phase of in-person worship?
• Seating will be very limited, with only members of a single household seated together and spaced
from other households at least 6 feet apart
• Mask wearing throughout the service will be required
• All vocal music will be pre-recorded and shared on the new large monitors in the sanctuary; there
will be no hymn singing by the congregation
• The pastor and liturgist will be present and speaking from the pulpit/altar
• There will be no passed offering or offertory, with worshipers encouraged to put their offering in
the plates upon entry or exit to the sanctuary
For those who have been enjoying the online worship services, the structure of worship will be very
familiar. Our technology will allow those who are at home to have essentially the same experience as
those who are in the sanctuary. This new format takes more preparation and efforts from several
individuals, our ministry team. If you’d like to share your gifts and assist, training in the technology
will be made available.
As we move into summer, we will assess how the first phase of return is going, monitor state
restrictions, consult with the New England Conference guidance and determine how to move into
a further phase of welcoming more people into the sanctuary for Sunday worship.

Do you know someone who is graduating?
It’s that time of year when we would like to honor those students
graduating from high school, technical school or college. On June 14th,
we will, hopefully, be celebrating our graduates. We’d like to know where
your student is graduating from and any future plans. We celebrate in your
pride and are so blessed to have them part of our Wesley family. Please
call or email the church office with the details by June 6th.
Thank you, Chris
Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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A NEW BEGINNING – A TIME TO CELEBRATE
Pentecost is called the Birthday of the Church and we are going to celebrate.
This year, we are hopeful to hold our first “in-house” service in more than a year on
Pentecost – May 23rd. There are several ways that you can be part of this service.
Do you speak a language other than English? On Pentecost, the crowd was
filled with people from many different places, and yet, everyone heard the speakers
in their native language. We would like to have many people reading or offering
prayer in a language other than English. Recording this in advance is easy and
several of us can help you in doing that. If you are willing to be part of this, please
let Pastor Beverly know.

Dear Friends,
I have a wonderful story that I’m excited to share with you! Gordon and Faith and I were talking
about friends, and Gordon told us about someone he met that just moved to the area and was feeling
sad that she had to leave her friends. We talked about how important our friendship is to us, and
how we would feel if we couldn’t see each other anymore (we’d feel really, really bad!).
Grace reminded us that we had made our New Year’s resolution to be as kind as we can to everyone
because that’s how Jesus wants us to be. I asked if we could invite Molly to be our friend. Faith said
she was worried that maybe we wouldn’t like Molly, or even that Molly wouldn’t like us. But she was
willing to at least meet Molly, and to trust that if Jesus wants us to be friends then it would work out.
So, Gordon brought Molly over. And guess what? She’s amazing! She was so happy to meet all of us.
She told us about some of her friends from where she lived before, and the things they used to do
together. I have to tell you; we were all a little surprised how many of those things are things we like
to do too! And Molly said that if any of her old friends came to visit, she would let us meet them. We
all agreed we’d like that.
Grace said, no matter what, we’ll be nice to them because we want to be kind, just like Jesus. Faith
said if they are like Molly, then she’ll definitely like them. Molly laughed
and said that some of her friends are as different from her as we all are
from each other. At first we didn’t understand what Molly meant, but
then we looked around at each other and realized that, except for Faith
and Grace, we don’t look anything alike!
I’m so happy to have a new friend. I wanted to share this picture of
Gordon and Molly with you, so you could get to know her. I hope you’ll
learn to like her too!
Love,
JC Lamb
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A Way to Honor Our Parents
Golden Cross Sunday
This year, more than ever, Aldersbridge Communities
needs our support. Golden Cross Sunday is when we
recognize and support the work of those caring for our
Elders, especially at the East Providence Aldersbridge,
founded as United Methodist Elder Care, long ago.
Many members of Wesley have been residents of either
the Apartments, Assisted Living, or Health Care Center. Funds from Golden Cross help residents
with subsidizing rent, reserving their space in the nursing home while hospitalized, meal subsidies
or other important assistance provided to residents that are not covered by other programs.
They’ve been significantly impacted by COVID 19 and the strain on their resources has been close
to crippling. We can help these healthcare HEROs who operate as Not-For-Profit to support a
cause many of us hold dear.
This year, we want to invite you to consider making a donation to Golden Cross in memory of
or in honor of your parents or other loved ones. We will accept order forms, available below, at
church beginning Sunday, May 2nd. You can send a check made payable to Wesley UMC marked
for Golden Cross. Donations will be accepted through June 13th.
For Mother’s Day or Father’s Day this year, you could tell your parent or other loved one that a
donation has been made in their honor to help provide caring and compassionate assistance to
Seniors at Aldersbridge. When you make a donation for Golden Cross, you will be provided with
a card recognizing your donation.
Current Trustees Mike and Don have created a video about Aldersbridge
Communities. You can view the video at https://youtu.be/WuR3MuwTfGQ.

2021 Golden Cross Donation
A donation has been made (circle one) in memory of or in honor of
______________________________________________________
by ______________________________________________________ .
Donations can be mailed to the church office at 55 Woodland Street,
Lincoln, RI 02865. Please make check payable to Wesley UMC. Thank you.

A big thank you to all who helped with our Easter Egg Hunt this year.
We had 18 very happy children hunting for eggs and greeting the Easter
Bunny on a beautiful sunny (if chilly) morning. The Valley Breeze featured
photos from the Egg Hunt, helping us share the joy of Easter with the
broader community.
Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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reflections along The Way
“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness!
Teach me Your good paths.”
Psalm 119:64
I have a small rock that I like to keep in my pocket. It’s roughly heart-shaped,
no more than 1 x 1.5 inches and has a small surface crack. I find it very comforting when I reach in my pocket and hold its smooth warmth in my hand.
It occurred to me that it is a great metaphor for our relationship with God,
our faith.
When I leave my rock on the shelf, its unique shape may be a topic of conversation, but it’s cold and
doesn’t offer any comfort. In fact, holding that cold stone chills my hand. But when I keep the stone
close by, handling it frequently, exploring its shape and texture - it retains warmth and easily gives
it back.
Like the rock, when we leave our faith on the shelf, it grows cold and comfortless. In fact, if the
only times we turn to God are when we are in need or looking for answers, we may find that we
are chilled by the experience. But if we keep close to our faith, handling it every day, examining its
details, it shares its warmth just like the rock in our pocket. Prayer, reading God’s word - whether
the Bible or other authors blessed to share God’s love - spending time with other believers; these are
ways we keep our relationship with God strong and growing. This is how we find answers, not just
in times of need, but every day.

By entering through faith into what God has always wanted to do for us —set us right with Him,
make us fit for Him—we have it all together with God because of our Master Jesus.
And that's not all: We throw open our doors to God and discover at the same moment
that He has already thrown open his door to us. We find ourselves standing where
we always hoped we might stand—out in the wide open spaces of God's grace and glory,
standing tall and shouting our praise.
-Romans 5:1-2 The Message
God bless!
Coni, Lay Leader

As Wesley UMC looks to put its new Ministry Action Plan into action, how we
communicate who we are and what we believe is a critical component. Do you have
thoughts on how we could do this better? Do you have experience with any aspect of
communications - from old school paper to new school social media?
We'd love your help! Deborah will be facilitating a couple of brainstorming/strategizing sessions with any and
all who would like to contribute. Please reach out to the church office to indicate your interest.
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Finance News for May 2021
Here, to the left, you are able to see income and expenses
through mid-April, 2021. While there is a net positive result,
that’s boosted by $19,600 in PPP 2nd draw funding. This is
expected to be fully forgiven, and once again will support staff
salaries during this very difficult time.
Our Equitable Compensation grant of $12,000 was voluntarily
reduced by $2000, as we received PPP funding for staff salaries and the right thing to do is return Conference funding for
the same purpose, as we did last year. We’ve also received
some Mission Shares Relief again this year, but the exact
amount has not been communicated just yet.
Mission Shares is a critical component of our Connectional
system, generosity, and support of our local community. It’s
also one of the ways non-pledging givers support our Church
when present on a Sunday morning…hard to do currently.
I’m pleased to see several people add missions giving to
their automated giving through Vanco. This commitment to
automated giving is a gift to the Church, a predictable source
of giving for both our current needs and missions.

Announcement!
The finance committee is excited to welcome Ashley as your
Financial Secretary. Our abundant thanks to Cornelia for filling
this important role for many years and assisting Ashley to settle
in.
The Financial Secretary tracks all giving to provide records
for your purposes and provide statistical information for the
Finance Committee and the annual Conference reports.
Ashley is committed to keep your information private and
provide you accurate records for your needs. If there’s any
question on the reporting, please connect with Ashley directly!
As always, on behalf of the Finance Committee, I thank each
of you for your Generosity and all that you do to support our
Church. May God Bless our Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service
and Witness!
Dan, Chair

Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln!
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Worship or liturgy is the work of the people – and that means all of us. How would you like to be
involved? We have multiple opportunities available.
Are you interested in learning how to run the cameras and recording equipment? It is important
for us to have several people who know how to do this. Please
contact Mike Cole if this interests you.
Are you interested in creating visuals for worship – banners,
altar designs, etc.? Talk with Pastor Beverly or Coni if this is one of
your gifts you would like to share.

JC’s Joke Corner
Grace and Faith and Gordon and I enjoyed these jokes, and we hope you do
too! Sharing them helps us carry on our New Year’s resolution to share kindness through smiles and laughter. And maybe you’ll want to share them too.
What do gymnasts put on their popcorn?

- Somersault!

I started reading a book about the history of glue, and now I can’t put it down.
What’s the leading cause of dry skin?

- Towels!

Please remember to share some jokes so we can all smile a little more. You can send them to my
friend Miss Kristen at info@wesley-umc.org and she’ll make sure I get them. Thank you for helping
me spread some happiness!
Love,
JC and friends

Jigsaw Puzzles!
Are you ready for Spring? Have you run
out of jigsaw puzzles but would like
another? We have the answer for you!
We have dozens of beautiful jigsaw puzzles to lend or give to
you. There are some 500, 1000, 1500, and even a few 2000
piece puzzles. You can take as many as you like, swap them or
leave a few if you like! They are located upstairs in the youth
room at church.
Pick them up during church office hours (Tues & Thurs 9am—
3pm & Wed 9am—1pm) or email the office and we can arrange
to get them to you! Happy puzzling!
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Grace Notes is a weekly, selfguided, faith development study
centered around music available
to everyone. A new song is posted on our website wesleyumc.org each Monday. If you
would like a copy mailed to you,
please contact the church office.
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May 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

Worship
10:00am

3

4

Communion
Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

9

16

10

23

11

8

Private Party

5-8pm

12

13

14

15
10am Baptism
11am Baptism

Trustees
7pm

17

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

Worship
10:00am

7

6-8pm

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

Worship
10:00am

6

Hand in Hand
PT Conf’s

11am-1pm

Worship
10:00am

5

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

Finance
6:30pm

24

Virtual Coffee
Hour 11am

30

31
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