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Pentecost 

“Something New is Happening” 
Scripture:  Acts 2:1-18 

Romans 8:26-27 
 

	 In most of our churches we expect that at Christmas and Easter there will be a 

much higher than normal worship attendance.  In 1st century Judaism there were similar 

times – festivals when all males were expected to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  

One of those was Passover, a time that remembered how God had brought them out of 

slavery in Egypt.  It was during the celebration of Passover that Jesus entered 

Jerusalem riding on a donkey and was greeted by shouts of praise – the day we 

celebrate as Palm Sunday.  It was during Passover that Jesus was killed by Rome. 

 Another important celebration took place 50 days after the first day of Passover.  

It was called Shavuoth (Sha-voo’-ot (long O)) or Pentecost and it celebrated both the 

beginning of the wheat harvest and also Moses receiving the law on Mount Sinai.  So, 

as we heard in the selection that Coni just read to us from the book of Acts, there were 

Jews from all around the then known world in Jerusalem.  Many of them spoke Greek or 

Aramaic, but they also all had their own dialect or daily language of the country or area 

from which they came.   

 On that day, Jesus’ disciples were all together, still trying to figure out all that had 

happened over the past few weeks, when Jesus had been crucified, then had risen from 

the dead, had spent time with them for about 40 days and then had in Luke’s words 

ascended into heaven.  Jesus had told them to return to Jerusalem and wait until they 

received the Holy Spirit – until they received power from on high – when they would 

then begin telling people all over the world about Jesus.  This was frightening to them 

because they were still afraid that they might be arrested and executed as Jesus had 

been, and they had no idea what this Holy Spirit thing was and how it would make a 

difference in their lives and in the life of the world. 

 They were all in one place when they experienced the dramatic effect of the Holy 

Spirit as we heard.  They did experience power – the power to speak boldly to a crowd 

of people in a city that still held danger for them.  But even more than the sudden 
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courage that took over them and had them speaking about God’s mighty deeds was the 

miracle of speech and of hearing that took place.   

 The crowd that gathered, people from many places with different languages for 

their daily lives, all heard the disciples speaking in their native languages, languages 

that the disciples, mostly uneducated men from Galilee would not have known how to 

speak.   They didn’t know what to make of it.  Some asked what this could mean.  

Others sneered and said that they were drunk. 

 Peter, the ever-impetuous fisherman, the one who always spoke what was on his 

mind, and sometimes did so without considering the consequences spoke up and 

addressed the crowd.  So, think about this for just a minute, this uneducated, hard 

working man suddenly spoke to the crowd – and they still all understood him. This was 

not a miracle of speaking in tongues – and is different from what happens when 

someone speaks in tongues – this was a miracle of hearing and understanding.  

 If Coni had continued reading for another 25 verses or so, you would have heard 

Peter’s testimony about who Jesus was and what had happened to him.  At the end, 

Luke tells us that about 3,000 people decided right then to be baptized and to follow 

Jesus.  Any great evangelist speaking before a crowd of thousands would have been 

thrilled with the results.  This event is often called the Birthday of the Church.  And we 

celebrate it in our churches by wearing red, decorating with red and things that look like 

fire or wind, and sometimes including several different languages in our services.   

But we can’t replicate the miracle of hearing.  Most of us would not have known 

what Donawea was saying in Mano if she had not also read the Romans passage for us 

in English.  We would not have understood Dorothy’s American Sign Language if Mike 

& Linda had not been speaking the words in English as well.  And while we didn’t 

translate Laura’s sharing of the Lord’s Prayer in Spanish, at least we know what the 

words to that are. 

However, what we can realize and celebrate is that Pentecost is a dramatic 

example of how inclusive God intends the good news about Jesus to be. No matter 

where they were from, the people in Jerusalem that day heard and understood the 

message.  The Holy Spirit was poured out on all of them – without exception.   
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It is always amazing to me how the Spirit can lead me to something different than 

what I have seen and understood before.  I was talking with a colleague yesterday 

afternoon and said that I was still working on writing this sermon.  His comment was “It’s 

Pentecost.  What else is there to say?” I’m sort of assumed that he was remarking 

about how once you’ve told the story what’s left to say, it’s the same every year.   

Well, he wasn’t around when I read some thoughts on this scripture written by a 

friend and colleague Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling, thoughts that helped me see 

some things I had not seen before.i  She pointed out that, “In our present climates, both 

secular and sacred, the tendency is to draw lines” between people.  These lines 

“correspond to our predetermined ideas of who is worthy and who is unworthy, who is 

holy and who is unholy; who is true to the word of God and who defies the word of 

God.”   

But then the Holy Spirit “arrived with tangible evidence that something different 

was occurring.” What was new was people of diverse languages all hearing and 

understanding in their own language. If you stop and really reflect on what happened, 

this requires a reorientation of our way of thinking and being.  The clear message of 

Pentecost is one of selflessness and humility.  It is a message that every person is 

worthy of hearing the good news, and that we are no better and no worse than anyone 

else.  We can’t say, “I’ve got the answers and so out of the goodness of my heart, I’m 

going to share them with you.”   We can’t think ourselves better than anyone else.   

Pentecost is a clear example of the diversity of God’s creation. But it also 

proclaims that the differences between us do not need to mean division.  Bishop 

Easterling writes, “Division is caused by a belief in scarcity of resources or in the belief 

of superiority of one group over another.  The Holy Spirit demonstrates that all are equal 

and that there is enough for all.”  Because one person heard and understood in his own 

language did not diminish the possibility or opportunity for another person to hear and 

understand in her own language.   

Because the gospel is for all people, we are pilgrims on the journey together.  

None of us has it made, and we can each learn from others.  D.T. Niles, a major 

Christian leader in Asia for more than 30 years and one of the presidents of the World 



4	
	

Council of Churches when he died in 1970 put it simply when he said, “Evangelism is 

one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.” 

Pentecost reminds us that we are all on the journey together, we need each 

other.  It reminds us that one of the first and most important things about the church is 

its universality.  The Holy Spirit gives the church the gift of proclaiming the Good News 

to the ends of the earth.  Pentecost celebrates the face of Christ all around the world 

and allows and encourages us to see the face of Christ in each other. 

At the same time, Pentecost challenges the local congregation to live into the 

promise that Christ is present with us and is alive in the midst of change.  Pentecost 

allows and encourages us to speak boldly to the church as it is today and to the church 

that Christ would have us be in the future.  

Pentecost demonstrates a radical social equality of all those who received the 

Holy Spirit.  If you read further into the book of Acts, you see that become even clearer 

as the stories unfold.  We discover that the word of God is for both young and old.  It is 

for both women and men, slave and free, rich and poor. It is for people of all ages, 

nations, and races.  It invites all of us to receive the power of God, to see visions, to 

dream dreams.   

 God calls big dreamers like Martin Luther King, Jr, but also ordinary believers like 

you and me.  God invites all of us to dream dreams of what God is doing and calling us 

to do as part of a new thing.  

 Cameron Trimble wrote this week about Dr. Gloria Wilder, a pediatrician who has 

for many years provided healthcare in Washington DC’s poorest neighborhoods.ii  She 

is in an area with high rates of crime, teenage pregnancy and infant mortality.  She has 

witnessed murder, and had a knife pulled on her.  But she goes with her stethoscope to 

those who need her most. She says that she is not afraid because inner-city poverty 

and desperation have been her life.  

She was raised in the slums of Brooklyn, NY and received her health care in the 

free clinics in the area which she felt were designed to humiliate people like her and her 

mom who could not afford to pay for treatment. “It was in church when she first heard a 

quote by Dr. Martin Luther King who said “of all forms of injustice, injustice in healthcare 
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is the most shocking and inhumane.” It was as if a fire began to burn within her and her 

calling was born. 

“One of the most powerful lessons Gloria ever learned was the day her mother 

gave her 100 pennies, which was all they had and sent her to the local grocery store for 

some bologna and bread. Little Gloria was embarrassed at the thought that some kids 

might see her hundred pennies and realize how poor she was. Her embarrassment 

turned to shock when the store owner whisked the pennies off the counter. He called 

out to one of the stock boys telling him to fill a big bag full of groceries, including a few 

precious peaches for her and her mom. 

“As she started to leave the store the owner said ‘Gloria, wait up a minute, you 

forgot your change’ and he gave her back a quarter. And then he said to her, ‘Keep the 

faith, child. Keep the faith.’ Today, Dr. Gloria is saving countless lives and bringing hope 

to a new generation of kids trying to break out of poverty.”  

After telling that story Trimble says, “Sometimes God shows up in the strangest 

ways but at just the right time. That's the lesson of Pentecost. God's gift to us on that 

Pentecost day so long ago was the promise that God's Spirit is with us always, often 

acting with and through each of us. It's in the kindness of a store owner offering words 

of encouragement. It's in the courage of a doctor who braves danger to serve her 

community. It's in each of us when we do what we can to make the world more just and 

generous. 

“This Sunday in churches across the world, we remember Pentecost. Come, 

Holy Spirit. Bring new hope to our fractured and beautiful world. We are in this 

together.”  

Let us pray:   Our loving God, you remind us that we are in this together, but we 

are never alone because you are always with us.  Your Holy Spirit comes to us to offer 

us guidance in our daily lives.  The Spirit comes to give us courage to face the unknown 

and to be willing to walk with you into the new things that you are always doing and the 

places you call us to be.  Open our hearts to your call and help us individually and as a 

congregation to be part of the new thing that you are doing around us and within us.  

Amen.  
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i	In	Abingdon	Preaching	Annual	2021,	Bishop	LaTrelle	Miller	Easterling	wrote	words	that	have	influenced	this	part	
of	the	sermon.	
ii	Trimble,	Cameron.		In	her	“almost	daily	devotional”	Piloting	Faith	for	May	21st,	2021.	


