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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

It is with Great appreciation and thankfulness to God for the faithful  Calling 
and Journey God placed on my heart many years ago.  It is a journey that will 
be life long, and one in which God has led me to Wesley United Methodist 
Church.  I feel truly blessed to be coming to a church that has great love for 
God and mission. 
 
In this time of transition between a beloved pastor who is retired, and a new 
pastor coming in, there can be a variety of emotions.  Many may find them-
selves nervous, apprehensive, or maybe even a little anxious.  All of which  
are natural.  Anytime we experience change in our lives we can have a variety 
of feelings.  Not all of us will experience the same feelings, or in the same 
way, but all of them are valid.   
 
Together in faithful service led by God, we will form new relationships and 
through communication we can calm any fear, answer any questions and move 
our ministry into the next chapter of what we can do for each of our callings, 
for our church, for our community, for each other and most importantly God. 
 
I look forward to the new opportunities God has given us and through the  
brilliance of God’s Holy Light, together we can do many great things. 
 
Romans 12:9-13 says: 
 
“Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted 
to one another in love.  Honor one another above yourselves.  Never be lack-
ing in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Share with the Lord’s people who are 
in need.  Practice hospitality.” 
 
This scripture has been an important part of my journey.  It is with sincere  
appreciation that I share it with you today.  It is the beginning step to sharing 
my call with you.  I look forward to hearing your call.  Where do you feel 
called?  Where do you feel the pull of the Holy Spirit?  Isn’t it exciting and 
something to look forward to as we begin our ministry together. 
 

Many Blessings, 
 

Pastor Michele Melia 

When we welcome Pastor Michele in July, we will use this time as an opportunity for people not 

present to meet her on Zoom after worship, beginning July 11th. We hope to resume in person 

coffee hour in September, and will continue to evaluate the use of Zoom gatherings at other 

times.   **Please note that there will NOT be a virtual coffee hour on Sunday, July 4th.**   
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In-Person Worship - All are Welcome 
  
Wesley UMC is having in-person worship on Sunday mornings at 10:00am.   
We have returned to the sanctuary, but things are different.  We ask for your 
understanding and flexibility as we navigate returning to the sanctuary with a 
combination in-person and online service.   
 

July 4th, Dan will lead Worship, with Pastor Michele present &  
     celebrating communion 
July 11th, Pastor Michele will lead Worship 

 

Here is what to expect: 
• Mask wearing throughout the service is strongly encouraged. 
• There is a sign-in sheet in the narthex to write your name and phone number. 
• Vocal music will be prerecorded for now and shared on the new large monitors in the sanctuary – 
you can sing along softly from your seat. 
• We welcome you to join in the call to worship and any other spoken parts of the service. 
• There will be a time near the end of the service to share your concerns and celebrations as this will 
not be part of the online service. 
• Worshipers are encouraged to put their offering in the plates upon entry to the sanctuary as it will 
not be passed. 
• Communion, on the first Sunday of each month, will be individually wrapped gluten free wafers 
and juice.  You can pick one up as you enter and receive it at your seat after consecration. 
 

We will continue to offer worship online on Sundays.  The Facebook and You Tube live services will 
start at 10:00am.  Feel free to contact the church office if you have any questions.  Join us on Facebook 
at:  https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013.  You can also watch the service on You 
Tube and/or our website: https://wesley-umc.org. 

JC’s Joke Corner  
 

We’ve got some more jokes for you! Molly and Gordon and Rosy each shared 
a joke with us, can you figure out which one is which?  
 

• Why do giraffes have such long necks?  
      Because their heads are so far away from their bodies! 
 

• How do you know if a unicorn has been in your house? 
       They leave glitter everywhere! 
 

• I’d tell you the rumor about butter – but I wouldn’t want to spread it around… 
 

We love sharing these jokes with you, it helps us carry on our New Year’s resolution to share kind-
ness through smiles and laughter. Could you please help us and share some jokes so we can all smile 
a little more? You can send them to my friend Miss Kristen at info@wesley-umc.org and she’ll make 
sure I get them. Thank you for helping us spread some happiness! 

Love, 
JC and friends 

mailto:info@wesley-umc.org
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Food is Love 
 
Hello Friends, 
 
We collected 222 jars of jelly for June for our Food Is Love partnership with the Northern 
RI Food Pantry.  For July we are collecting Pancake mix, needed by Friday, July 9.  For 
August, it is pancake syrup. 
 
As a reminder, Val will need a co-chair beginning August or sooner if our home is finished 
(please keep praying the cabinets come in sooner than later).  This is a very easy position 
and a way to help many in need. 
 
1.  Can you write a brief paragraph or two for the monthly newsletter?   
2.  Can you text a message to Chuck at the food pantry to find out what item they need and then let Kristen in 
the office know for weekly emails?   
3.  Last but not least, can you spend about 10 minutes meeting the guys once a month at the church for the 
food pickup?  They do all the lifting, etc. unless you want to get in a quick workout and help them! 
 
Please think about it and let me know if the Spirit is calling you to be part of this important community out-
reach program.   
 
Thank you for your generous support and be sure to drop off pancake mix in the narthex as we continue to feed 
God’s people! 

Lynne and Val   

Thank you!! 
 

How can I say thank you to all of you for all that you have 
done?  I knew that a section of Sunday, June 20th service 
would include a time of saying good-bye, but you have exceed-

ed my wildest expectations!  Clearly a great deal of thought 
went into all of it – from getting a separate post office box for 

people to use to send cards, to contacting family and others  
for a video remembrance, to a special song, to a Wesley pew for my home made from the 
pew we removed to have space for the technology set up, to the cake, flowers, gift cards, 

and many many wonderful words.   
 
On Monday morning, I sat outside in my yard opening and reading all of the cards and 

shedding happy tears.  I have been blessed to walk with you and be your pastor for the 
past five years.  I was blessed to close out my active ministry in the church that sent me 

into parish ministry.  You will always have a special place in my heart.   May God bless 
all of us as I enter retirement and you enter a new chapter with a new pastor.  I pray 
that you will show her the same love, care, respect and kindness that you have shown 

me – that will be your greatest gift to me. 
 

God Be with you!  Always remember that God loves you, and so do I. 

Pastor Beverly 
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Worship or liturgy is the work of the people – and that means all of us.  
How would you like to be involved?  We have multiple opportunities 
available.  Are you interested in learning how to run the cameras and 
recording equipment?  It is important for us to have several people 
who know how to do this.  Please contact the church office if this 
interests you.  Are you interested in creating visuals for worship – banners, altar designs, etc.?  Talk with 
the church office if this is one of your gifts you would like to share. 

Grace Notes - Change is Coming 
 
After 43 weeks of exploring our faith through music, Grace Notes is 
taking a summer sabbatical.  We have looked at hymns and contem-
porary Christian music, with words that have been challenging, and 
words that have offered us the opportunity to rest in God’s boundless 
love.  It has been a powerful journey, but our journey is not over. 
Learning about, and growing, our faith is a life-long endeavor.   
 
Starting in September, Grace Notes will become a monthly offering.  
The format will remain the same, it will be posted to our website and our Facebook page, but now it 
will also be included in the newsletter.  
 
Not familiar with Grace Notes?  We encourage you to check out the Grace Notes page of our website 
Wesley-umc.org.  All the songs are available there. 
 
We pray that Grace Notes has blessed you, and we look forward to September and the next steps of 
our journey together! 

Sunday School Reopening in September 
 
We hope to reopen Sunday School at Wesley UMC in September 
2021. It's been over a year since we've been able to deliver Chris-
tian education to the children and youth in our community and 
we're looking forward to getting back to it! However, to do so we 
are going to need some help. After many, many years of teaching 
the upper grades, Chris and Nancy are going to step down from 

their positions. We thank them for their long standing dedication and work with the youth of our church.  
 
To reopen Sunday School we need volunteers to teach at all levels! Love little ones? Fantastic! Missy is in 
search of a partner for the preK-1st grade classroom. Want to help our 2nd - 6th graders learn to read and un-
derstand bible stories? We've got a great curriculum in place and could help you prepare for teaching in that 
classroom. Interested in engaging with the youth (7th - 12th grade) of our church as they further explore their 
faith commitment and its role in their developing sense of self? Wherever God might be calling you, the chil-
dren and youth of our church could use your time and love. And we, as Sunday School Co-Superintendents, 
will be there to support you fully. If you have interest, please reach out to either of us and we're happy to an-
swer any questions. 

Faithfully, 
Deborah & Melissa 
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“Be Joyful in Hope… Faithful in Prayer” JC Lamb 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I couldn’t wait to tell you about our new friend Rosy. I know I told you we were worried about 
meeting Rosy in case she was different, and boy is she! Rosy is a unicorn and she’s purple and she’s 
sparkly and I’ve never met anyone like her! She’s fun and she loves to laugh. And she laughed so 
hard when we told her we were worried about meeting her – because she was afraid to meet us. 
Rosy said that Molly told her we were all very nice, but she was afraid since we had been friends for 
a while, that there wouldn’t be room for her in our group.  
 
That made me and Gordon and Faith and Grace stop right where we were. We hadn’t even thought 
about how it might feel to be somebody new coming into our group. We were so worried about how 
we were feeling, we forgot about how Molly might have felt when she first met us. And we never 
thought about how Rosy felt knowing about our friendship. So we all sat down to talk, and I’m so 
glad we did.  
 
I never knew that Faith and Grace were worried about meeting me because they’re so much bigger 
than I am. They said they both thought I’d look at their size and run away scared. Then Gordon 
said he understood how they felt, because his neck is so long. He said some other animals used to 
make fun of his neck, and he was kind of afraid that we might too. But he said when he heard us 
talking about Jesus, he knew that we wouldn’t make fun of him. Molly said once she heard about 
how we were all working to keep our New Year’s resolution to be kind, just like she was, that even 
though she was so different from the rest of us she wasn’t afraid we’d be mean. But she told us she 
was afraid that she wouldn’t know how to talk to us about how she does things, since we do some 
things differently than she does.  
 
I never knew any of these things, and it made me feel bad. But Rosy said she didn’t mind my not 
knowing – because I was willing to be open and talk to her. She said if I had ignored her, or talked 
to the others about her rather than talking directly to her, then she would have been very hurt.  
All the others agreed with Rosy, that talking directly to people really makes a difference. It makes 
newcomers feel welcome and makes it so much easier to get to know each other. I told them that I 
understood – that because they wanted to talk to me, it made it easier for me to talk to them.  
 
The more we talked about it, the happier we got. Soon we were all laughing, because we realized 
that we all learned a little more about Jesus – our best friend – and how He wants us to behave. 
We’ve been kind and welcoming to each other right along – just like Jesus wants! 
 
We had a great visit with Rosy. We are all excited that she’ll be 
coming back to visit again over the Summer. I’ll be happy to tell 
you what we all learned when I write to you again. I bet it’ll be 
about how much fun it is to be like Jesus! What do you think? 
 
Love, 
JC Lamb  

 
P.S. Here’s a picture of me with Molly and Rosy!  



reflections along The Way 
 

“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness!  
Teach me Your good paths.” 

                                        - Psalm 119:64 
 
I was reminded recently of the modern day “parable” of the carrots,  
the eggs and the coffee beans. When each are placed in boiling water 
they react differently to the change in their circumstances. The carrots 
become mushy and literally fall apart; the eggs become hard-boiled; and 
the coffee beans actually change the water. As I look back over our recent 
past as a church, I can see that we have been like the coffee beans. We 
have faced difficult situations and we have changed the water. We have 

come together to change lives, to strengthen our church and make our world a better place. 
 
As we move forward in this time of transition, we are challenged once again. And the question is, 
how will we react? Will we be like the carrots and fall apart at the changes that we face? Will we 
become hard-boiled like the eggs - resistant to change and the multitude of opportunities opening 
before us? Or will we continue to react like the coffee beans, adapting to our new circumstances, 
sharing the love and mercy God has given us with our world?  
 
I believe we will continue to grow in love and compassion, reaching out to each other and our  

community in new and exciting ways. There are times when some of the characteristics of the  
carrots and eggs are good. It’s important to be soft when dealing with those who are hurting - 

whether physically, emotionally or spiritually. And it’s vital to stand strong and unchanging when 
faced with challenges to what we know is right and moral.  
 
But overall, I think that we should strive to be like the coffee beans, releasing the good things God 
has given us and allowing them to grace others, just as the beans release their flavors and aromas. 
As it says in 2 Corinthians 2:14-15 “But thanks be to God! For through what Christ has done, He has 

triumphed over us so that now wherever we go He uses us to tell others about the Lord and to spread 
the Gospel like a sweet perfume. As far as God is concerned there is a sweet, wholesome fragrance in 
our lives. It is the fragrance of Christ within us, an aroma to both the saved and unsaved around 
us.” (The Living Bible) 

 

I don’t know what the upcoming days and 

months will bring, but I do know Jesus will 
be walking with us every step of the way. 
 

Here’s to the future, whatever it holds!  
 

God bless! 
Coni  

Lay Leader 
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SPRC Update as we transition after Reverend  
Stenmark retires and Pastor Melia joins us. 
 
Dear friends – as we continue through this time of great change in our church, 
we want to give you an update of what the next few months will look like.  
 
First, what a blessing Pastor Beverly has been to us these 5 years she served  
as our pastor. We had a great time recognizing her and showering her with our 
love and gifts on Sunday, June 20th. By the time you read this she will be settling into a new relaxed routine 
and enjoying her new retirement. Someday, perhaps she may join us again as part of our congregation (who 
knows?), but for now, as is the tradition of the Methodist church, she will not return to Wesley for at least  
a year unless there have been special arrangements made ahead of time. This serves to aid us in a healthy  
transition. It’s not that she doesn’t love us! 
 
Next, we will keep worship at 10:00am for the months of July and August this year. 
 
Next, we are blessed to welcome Pastor Michele Melia (pronounced like Amelia minus the A) on July 1st.  
It is so important to keep reminding ourselves that our new pastor is half time, not full time like we are  
accustomed to. She is more than full time in faith and spirit and will help us fill in around the needs of our  
congregation and beyond, but we must learn together what that part time means for her and for us. Please pray 
for that learning for us all and that we may grow in faith and action together as we do. 
 
Below is the draft preaching schedule for each Sunday for the next few months. For now, Pastor Melia will 
preach 3 weeks each month and our amazing lay speakers will preach the other week(s) of the month.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, we will (as we do each summer) pause coffee hour for July and August but there will be several  
opportunities in July for an on-line meet and greet once we know more about Pastor Melia’s schedule. There 
will be more information forthcoming.  
 
Please call or email anyone on SPRC if you have any questions, thoughts, ideas or concerns. We want to hear 
from you. 
 

Linda, SPRC Chair 

July 4th Dan  

July 11th Pastor Michele  

July 18th Pastor Michele  

July 25th Pastor Michele  

August 1st Pastor Michele  

August 8th Coni  

August 15th Pastor Michele  

August 22nd Pastor Michele  

August 29th Lay Speaker (TBD) 
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Finance Report and Budget Update  
for July 2021 

 
I’m pleased to be able to provide an updated budget projection  
for the remainder of 2021, as it relates to a new ½ time Pastoral ap-
pointment.  There were several variables involved in the appoint-
ment, but those have been determined beginning July 1, 2021.  Note 
that our revenue is currently below projected, including the PPP 
funding received.      – Dan, Finance Chair 

                               Wesley UMC 2021 Budget  

   Anticipated  

Income - Pledge and Non Pledge   $99,500  

Giving - Missions, Special Giving   $15,020  

Endowment (Gen, SS, YG, UMW)   $8,100  Total 

Building Use (HH, CLCC, CDL, Emmaus)   $11,600  Received 

Fundraising (Yard Sale, Bazaar, Choir, Dinners)   $14,500  through 

Equitable Comp Grant   $4,000 05/31/2021 

TOTAL   $152,720  $71,250 

Unmet Need or (Surplus)   $(7,638)  

    

  2020 Budget 2021 Budget  

Building Utilities and Upkeep      

Church Utilities $22,000 $22,000  

Snow Removal  (move to Trustees) $0 $0  

*Property Insurance $9,289 $10,046  

Custodian Salary $6,256 $6,256  

  * FICA $479 $475  

Water/Sewer $3,400 $3,400  

Sub-Total $41,424 $42,177  

Pastor Salary and Benefits      

Salaries, Benefits, Taxes      

Pastor Salary (Includes EQ Grant) $45,732 $22,950 
 1/2 full time 

@45,900 

*FICA Supplement 7.62% (pastor) $3,256 $1,756  1/2 full time 

1/2 time, 1/2 year   $10,450 
 1/2 year 1/2 
time @20,900 



Celebrating Our 54th Year in Lincoln! Page 9 

Feel free to contact the church office with any questions. 

Parsonage Utilities (with water and sewer) $3,880 $0  

       

Administrative Assistant $15,000 $15,000  

*FICA $1,140 $1,148  

*NEUMC Health (7) $18,996 $9,846 
 1/2 full time 
(19,692 FT) 

      1/2 year 1/2 time 

*Conf. Pastorial Pension $8,971 $4,486  1/2 full time 

    $2,243  1/2 year 1/2 time 

*Workers Comp. $510 $510  

Sub-Total $97,485 $68,388  $(29,097) 

Church Supplies and Expenses      

Church Supplies $1,500 $1,500  

Worship Supplies $1,400 $500  

Phone $1,000 $1,500  

Postage $700 $700  

Office Supplies $1,500 $1,000  

*State Charter $22 $22  

Miscellaneous $700 $700  

*Clergy Expenses $4,500 $4,500  

Sub-Total $11,322 $10,422  

Music Program      

Organist $6,500 $6,500  

*FICA $495 $495  

Music Supplies $300 $300  

Substitute Organist $300 $300  

Sub-Total $7,595 $7,595  

NEUMC Conference  
(MS Relief 2019 = $11400) 

     

*NEUMC World Mission Fund 1 $5499 $5499  

*NEUMC New England Miss. $5613 $5613  

*UEUMC Min Support Fund 3 $15,388 $15,388  

Mission Share Relive -$11,400 -$11,000  

Sub-Total $15,100 $15,500  

       

Christian Education $1,000 $1,000  

       

Total Church Budget $173,926 $145,082  

mailto:dangenannt@comcast.net
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July 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
Worship 
10:00am 

 

 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
Worship 
10:00am 

 

 

12 
 
 
 
 

Trustees 
7pm 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 
Worship 
10:00am 

 

19 20 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance 
6:30pm 

21 
Hand  

in Hand 
Playdate 
10-11am 

22 23 24 

25 
Worship 
10:00am 

 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 


