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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

 My emotions are all over the place as I write this last newsletter  
article to you before I retire at the end of June.  I will miss all of you and am 
grateful for our time together.   
 Last month, I looked back at where we have been.  This month I 
want to look at where we are today and gaze a little into the future.  Over 
the last couple of years, we have been intentional about looking to the future 
and where God is calling us to be.   
 We all know that change can be hard.  Even the ones we want the 
most still cause stress and always include challenges.  The last 15 months  
or so have created changes that none of us anticipated and challenges that  
we didn’t want.  We suddenly found ourselves trying to figure out how to  
do “normal” things in different ways.   
 The global pandemic forced us as a church to make changes.  It 
pushed us to develop an online worship presence and while this was a chal-
lenge; we have also discovered that it is an important positive change.  It  
allows people who cannot be present at 10:00am on Sunday morning to  
worship at a time that works better for them, rather than missing out on 
worship.  People who cannot leave their homes or are physically far away  
are still able to be part of worship.  People who are looking for a faith com-
munity can now explore worship from the safety of their own homes before 
deciding if they want to be part of this congregation.  As we move back into 
offering in-person in-sanctuary worship, we can celebrate expanding our 
ministry and worship in these ways.  Online worship will continue to be an 
important part of who we are.  
 Looking ahead Wesley church will be finding ways to implement our 
Ministry Action Plan and continuing to be open to God’s calling and invita-
tion into the future.  One very obvious change will be the change of pastors.   

You can read more about that in this newsletter, so let me speak personally here.   
 I want to thank you for your support and love during the past five years.  I am so happy that I am 
able to finish my years of active parish ministry in the same church that sent me into ministry a little over  
30 years ago.  After July 1st, I will no longer be your pastor, but we will always be connected in Christ.  I will 
miss you as we all move into the next exciting chapter of our lives.   
 I will be around until the end of June and hope to connect with some of you to be able to say goodbye.  
While none of us can see into the future, I do know that God has exciting things in mind for all of us – for 
me in retirement, and for you as a faith community walking with a new pastor and continuing to be faithful 
to God’s call.  I have met and talked with your new pastor and I think you will be good companions on the 
journey.  

 Let’s remember the words of the prophet Jeremiah, “I know the plans I have in mind for you, de-
clares the Lord; they are plans for peace, not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11 
CEB)  Let us all open our hearts and minds to whatever new thing God wants to do in our lives.  

Always remember that God loves you and so do I! 

Pastor Beverly 
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In-Person Worship—All are Welcome 
 
Wesley UMC is having in-person worship on Sunday mornings at 10:00am.   
We are returning to the sanctuary, but things will be different.  We ask for  
your understanding and flexibility as we navigate the new way of doing things.   
 

Guidelines are constantly changing and we will send out new guidance as we 
have it.  Christ calls us to take care of others so our main priority is to keep  
everyone safe and for people to feel comfortable coming to Wesley, especially  
if they are higher risk.   
 

Here is what to expect: 
• Mask wearing throughout the service is strongly encouraged. 
• There is a sign-in sheet in the narthex to write your name, email & phone number. 
• Pastor Beverly will preach from the pulpit without wearing a mask - she is fully vaccinated and will 
be at least 16 feet away from any other person. 
• Vocal music will be prerecorded for now and shared on the new large monitors in the sanctuary – 
you can sing along softly from your seat. 
• We welcome you to join in the call to worship and any other spoken parts of the service. 
• There will be a time near the end of the service to share your concerns and celebrations as this will 
not be part of the online service. 
• Worshipers are encouraged to put their offering in the plates upon entry to the sanctuary as it will 
not be passed. 
• Communion, on the first Sunday of each month, will be individually wrapped gluten free wafers 
and juice.  You can pick one up as you enter and receive it at your seat after consecration. 
 

We will continue to offer worship online on Sundays.  The live service on Facebook and You 
Tube will start at 10:00am.  Feel free to contact the church office if you have any ques-
tions.  Join us on Facebook at:  https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013.  You 
can also watch the service on You Tube https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDK1dVjKmv3kBFO2XQsG8gg and/or our website: https://wesley-umc.org.  

We have a weekly Sunday Coffee Hour to connect with 

your church friends.  Every Sunday at 11:00am! 
 

After the Sunday Service, grab your coffee or tea and  

sign on to the live virtual coffee hour on Zoom.   

Chat with other members of the congregation in the  

comfort of your own home.  All are welcome! 
 

Join Zoom Meeting on Sunday at 11am:   

https://zoom.us/j/6125828343?

pwd=L2c4L1JXckxaM3d3a1I0VDBQeVVwZz09  

Meeting ID: 612 582 8343  Password: wesley 

Virtual Coffee Hour 
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JC Lamb 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Summer is coming! The sun loves to come to visit and the 
plants are growing. I love this time of year (but I say that about 
every season!). There are always so many things to enjoy in the 
summer like spending time together with friends and even 
meeting new friends. Molly went back to visit her friends in her 
old neighborhood, and when she came back, she told us that 
Rosy is coming to visit next month.  
 
Faith and Grace and I were talking about Rosy’s visit the other day, and we realized that we’re all  
a little worried about someone new coming. We trust Molly, and if she says that Rosy is nice we  
believe her. But what if Rosy is different? What if she looks different? What if she talks different? 
What if she does things differently than we’re used to? Can we still like her if she’s different??  
 
Then Molly came over and asked us what we were so worked up about. We explained that the more 
we talked about meeting and spending time with Rosy, the more worried we were getting. Molly 
helped us a lot that day. She reminded us of some really important things. First of all, we don’t  
have to worry about Rosy being different – because we are all different. Then we looked around at 
ourselves and realized Molly was right. Even though Grace and Faith look alike they really are very 
different from each other. (Don’t ask Faith to eat ketchup, even though Grace puts it on every-
thing!) And even though they’re sheep and I’m a sheep, we don’t look at all alike. And Molly is a 
cow, and Gordon is a giraffe.  
 
And then, Molly reminded us that different is good. Different friends help us look at things  
differently. They may notice things we didn’t see. They may know things we don’t know. And we 
may see things or know things they don’t know, so we can all help each other. 
 
Gordon joined us then, and he looked so sad. Molly asked him why he was sad, but Gordon didn’t 
want to say. We all spent some time outside in the sunshine, but even that didn’t seem to cheer 
Gordon up. Finally, he said he was worried that when Rosy came she wouldn’t like how we do 
things and would try to change everything. Molly helped Gordon (and us) feel better. She told us 
that even though Rosy was used to different things, she was too nice to change everything. She said 
that Jesus taught Rosy to be kind and try to be understanding – just like Jesus taught us. Molly  
reminded us that new people can bring new ways of understanding things, and new ways of doing 
things – just like when she became our friend. That made Gordon feel so much better, because he 
remembered that he brought new ideas and new things when he became our friend too. 
 
We all spent some time playing in the sun, some old games and some new games. By the end of  
the day, we all agreed that new things – new people, new ideas, new experiences – can be scary,  
but if we all remember that different is good and can even be exciting, we don’t have to be afraid. 
Especially when our friend Jesus is with us. 
 

Love, 
JC Lamb 
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Finance News: June 2021  
Priorities 

 
Luke 24:30-35 

When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to 
give it to them. Then their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him, and he disappeared 
from their sight. They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
 
They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with 
them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to  
Simon.”  Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 
them when he broke the bread. 
 

What is the first thing that those two disciples did after recognizing a risen Jesus in their life?  They dropped 
everything and returned to Jerusalem.  They didn’t clean the dishes or get some rest, nor did they debate 
what they saw.  They had to act upon their faith, “at once”.  They left Jerusalem that morning confused,  
depressed, unsure of how or why things were happening around them.  Sound familiar?  The past year and  
a half has been confusing, depressing, uncertain of what is or what will be.  We’ve lost members close to us 
and have not been able to properly grieve, or even give a hug.  We’ve missed being together for worship, to 
join around a table as those pilgrims who welcomed the stranger into their home for dinner.  Our faith will 
see us through. 
 
The last several years for the Church has been one of testing our faith as a Community as well.  It’s not been 
easy financially, but through prayerful discernment, we made a decision to move into a new chapter, one 
with a half time pastor. That will help going forward, but we, like the pilgrims on that road to Emmaus, need 
to make a decision to set a new priority.  We have new knowledge, a new opportunity to share our gifts and 
make a difference in the Community.   
 
The sharing of your gifts, all of them, add life to Wesley Church.  We come for more than Sunday morning 
worship.  We come to learn, for fellowship, to get and give support, and to show and share God’s love to our 
neighbors.  Thank you for your generosity in all things. 

Mission Shares Update 
 
We did receive a reduction in Mission Shares for 2021.  Each year we have to renew our request for support 
in this General Church obligation, and this year we received an award of $7,600.  Our total Mission Share 
dollars are: 
 

1. World Missions:  $4,980.00 
2. New England Missions: $4,668.50 
3. Ministerial Support:  $6,750.50 

 
Most of the reduction was applied to Ministerial Support, which we place a priority on as it goes towards  
the expenses of Conference-wide expenses and salaries.  Through April we’ve sent $1,446 to support our 
Mission Shares obligations. 

Learn more at 

https://www.neumc.org/ 
missionshares 
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Grace Notes is a weekly, self-

guided, faith development study 

centered around music available 

to everyone. A new song is posted 

on our website wesley-umc.org 

each Monday. If you would like a 

copy mailed to you, please contact 

the church office.   

Jigsaw Puzzles! 
 

We have dozens of beautiful jigsaw puzzles to lend or give 
to you. There are some 500, 1000, 1500, and even a few 
2000 piece puzzles. You can take as many as you like, swap 
them or leave a few if you like! They are located upstairs in 
the youth room at church.  
 

Pick them up during 
church office hours or 
email the office and we 
can arrange to get them 
to you!  Happy puzzling!  

A Way to Honor Our Parents  
Golden Cross Sunday 

  
Golden Cross Sunday is when we recognize and support the 
work of those caring for our Elders, especially at the East  
Providence Aldersbridge, founded as United Methodist Elder 
Care, long ago.   
 
Many members of Wesley have been residents of either the 

Apartments, Assisted Living, or Health Care Center.  Funds from Golden Cross help residents with 
subsidizing rent, meal subsidies or other important assistance provided to residents that are not 
covered by other programs.  They’ve been significantly impacted by COVID 19 and the strain on 
their resources has been close to crippling.  We can help these healthcare HEROs who operate 
as  Not-For-Profit to support a cause many of us hold dear. 
  
This year, we want to invite you to consider making a donation to Golden Cross in memory of  
or in honor of your parents or other loved ones.  We will accept order forms, available below, at 
church now through June 13th.  You can send a check made payable to Wesley UMC marked for 
Golden Cross.   
 

Current Trustees Mike and Don have created a video about Aldersbridge  
Communities.  You can view the video at https://youtu.be/WuR3MuwTfGQ. 

2021 Golden Cross Donation 
 

A donation has been made (circle one) in memory of  or in honor of           
    ______________________________________________________ 

by ______________________________________________________ . 
 

Donations can be mailed to the church office at 55 Woodland Street,  
Lincoln, RI 02865.  Please make check payable to Wesley UMC.  Thank you. 

https://youtu.be/WuR3MuwTfGQ


Do you know someone who is graduating?  
 

We would like to honor those students graduating from high school, technical school or college.   
We’d like to know where your student is graduating from and any future plans.   
We celebrate in your pride and are so blessed to have them part of our Wesley  
family.  We will announce the graduates in our July newsletter.  Please call or email 

the church - 401-724-7954 or info@wesley-umc.org  - with the details by June 6th.   
 

Thank you, Chris 

reflections along The Way 
 

“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness!  
Teach me Your good paths.”     Psalm 119:64 

 

Be joyful in hope - choose joy! 
 

I have a bookmark with this important reminder; that every day, in  
every situation we have the option to see the positive, the hope, the  
joy. It’s not always easy to see the joyful side. The negatives and the 
difficulties seem more apparent, and they can easily sway our mood  
and attitude if we focus on them. But if we look at a typical day, we can 
see that we do overlook potential difficulties on a regular basis - if we 
didn’t, we probably wouldn’t get out of bed in the morning!   
 

So, the question becomes: why, when faced with new or unusual situations, are we so ready to  
focus on potential problems? Do new situations really have more negatives? Or are we choosing to 
see the differences in a negative light? It’s an important distinction, because in those differences -  
if we choose to see it - is the potential for positive experiences, the potential for joy.  
 

In Romans 12:12, Paul reminds us to “be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer”.   
To look for the positive in situations, to persevere rather than quit, to trust that God will use the 
situation to bring about something good, and to always ask God into the situation…  
 

I think that is a step we too often forget - to ask God into the situations we face, to ask for guidance 
for our thoughts, our words and our actions. When we try to go it alone, without God, we feel like 
we have to solve all the problems ourselves. And who wouldn’t lean toward negativity if they had  
to solve it all? But, if we ask God into the situation, we don’t have to go it alone. And that frees us 
to look for the joy. And then we may find that the positives outweigh our perceived negatives. 
 

As we prepare for the transitions ahead, I invite us - as a church and as individuals - to ask for 
God’s guidance and to be joyful in hope. Together, let’s choose joy. 
 

God bless! 

Coni, Lay Leader 
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“Be Joyful in Hope… Faithful in Prayer” 



Food is Love 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
Some food for thought.....  Proud to report we have been collecting various food  
items each month for the Northern RI Food pantry and are celebrating our FIRST 
anniversary!!!!  The last 12 months are a blur, especially the last 2-3 months with us 
packing up the house and awaiting the completion of our new home in Mendon.   
Everyone warned us that there may be delays and they were soooo right!!!!  On a  
positive note, the house will get done when it gets done!!!!   
 

In the meantime, Val will need a new assistant helping with our church’s Food Is Love mission project.    
It’s very simple and most rewarding knowing we are called to do God’s work in our local community.     
Who is up to the task?  Feel free to call me or Val with any questions.  I will be stepping aside end of July.   
Can’t wait to see who volunteers!!!!!! 
 

As a reminder, we helped 429 families/1342 individuals for May. 
We are collecting JELLY for June and PANCAKE Mix for July. 

Final collection date is June 11th for jelly and July 9th for pancake mix! 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity, now let’s fill up the narthex with 400 jellies!!!! 
 

Peace and love, 
Lynne and Valerie 
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          As Wesley UMC looks to put its new Ministry Action Plan 
          into action, how we communicate who we are and what  
          we believe is a critical component.   Do you have thoughts 
          on how we could do this better? Do you have experience 
          with any aspect of communications - from old school  
paper to new school social media?  
 

We'd love your help!  Deborah will be facilitating a couple of brainstorming/ 
strategizing sessions with any and all who would like to contribute. Please reach out 
to the church office to indicate your interest. 

 Worship or liturgy is the work of the people – and that means 
all of us.  How would you like to be involved?  We have multiple 
opportunities available. 
 

 Are you interested in learning how to run the cameras and 
recording equipment?  It is important for us to have several people 
who know how to do this.  Please contact Mike Cole if this interests you. 
 

 Are you interested in creating visuals for worship – banners, altar designs, etc.?  Talk with Coni 
Ferland if this is one of your gifts you would like to share. 
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SPRC News 
 
Transition, transition, transition! It’s a nice word but it still boils down to 
change, and change is hard for us humans.  Pastor Beverly is transitioning  
to retirement and away from full time ministry to a life she is anticipating as 
different, less structured, and maybe with more well-deserved leisure time  
after serving in a variety of roles in ministry over decades! We are all happy 
for her, but it is still change! 
 
Pastor Michele is transitioning from serving the Mathewson Street almost exclusively virtually to serving 
Wesley as our new half time pastor following Pastor Beverly’s retirement – as we reenter the sanctuary to  
a hybrid type of service. Big, exciting changes but still change! 
 
The congregation however is going through these transitions and more. We are moving from a full time to 
half time pastor, we are celebrating but saddened by Pastor Beverly’s leaving, we are celebrating but nervous 
about getting to know a new pastor, we are re-entering the sanctuary after an awfully long separation from 
the physical space, and we are implementing our ‘Ministry Action Plan’ (MAP). ALL AT THE SAME 

TIME! No wonder we are anxious. �   
 
The incredibly good news for us all is that we know from our history as a strong community of loving  
Christians that we unite and mobilize as a family and that we all fill in the need where we can, and our  
talents take us through all these difficult and joyful times, through our mourning, pastoral transitions, loss  
of beloved congregation members and more.  
 
And… the thread that never changes with us is that we like ‘taking action’ through difficult times. We like  
to feel that we are doing something to make a difference. Witness the many jelly jars in the Narthex for  
instance, or the technology in the sanctuary to ensure we can still worship virtually together even if we  
cannot be together.  
 
In that vein – I was wondering how I could help us be perhaps just a tad less anxious about a new pastor and 
decided what might help is to get to know Pastor Michele more before she joins us. I asked her a series of 
questions and I hope her answers below might help us with that just a little bit! As you read through perhaps 
something will come to mind for you to help Pastor Beverly as she begins her next journey, Pastor Michele 
as she enters ministry with us, or each other as we all encounter these changes together.  
 
**This is an edited version of the interview for online purposes** 
 

Pastor Michele -  
What are you most excited about as you prepare to join us at Wesley? 
 
I am most excited about all the new people that I will meet, the exciting ministries 
at Wesley, and especially the new opportunities to learn, grow, and share in faith.   
 
I look forward to learning about the church, the history and all the ministries and 
how we will work together to grow these and create new ones. 
 
I am also excited to work with the Next Chapter for the future of the church and to  
collaborate on new and exciting ideas in which God can use us as we meet Jesus in 
the mission field. 
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Is there anything else you would like us to know? 
 
I feel very blessed to be appointed to Wesley United Methodist Church and 
look forward to all the new people I will meet and work in ministry with.  I 
look forward to sharing my call with everyone, and for everyone to share 
what they would like to with me.  Relationships start with conversation, and 
conversations build relationships. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
*Please reach out to any of the SPRC team if you have questions, ideas or other thoughts about how to help 
with any of our transitions.  

 

JC’s Joke Corner  
 
We’ve got some more jokes for you! Our new friend Molly 
shared a joke with us, can you figure out which one it is? We 
love sharing these jokes with you, it helps us carry on our  
New Year’s resolution to share kindness through smiles and 
laughter. And maybe you’ll want to share them too. 

 
If a car told it’s life story, would it be an auto-biography? 
 
What’s the fastest liquid on earth? Milk. It’s pasteurized before you see it! 
 
I was just looking at my ceiling. It may not be the best, but it’s up there. 
 

Please remember to share some jokes so we can all smile a little more. You can send 
them to my friend Miss Kristen at info@wesley-umc.org and she’ll make sure I get 
them. Thank you for helping me spread some happiness! 

Love, JC and friends 

mailto:info@wesley-umc.org
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June 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Office 
Closed 

2 3 
 
 
 

Next  
Chapter 
6:30pm 

4 5 
9am Music 

Room Floors  
Installed 

6 
Worship 
10:00am 

 

 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour 11am 

7 8 
 
 
 
 

Ad Council 
7:00pm 

9 10 11 12 

13 
Worship 
10:00am 

 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour 11am 

 

 

14 15 
 

Marion  
Andrews 
Memorial 

Service 
6:00pm 

16 17 18 
 

Hand in 
Hand last day 

19 
Valerie  
Winters 

Memorial  
Service 
10:00am 

20 
Father’s Day 

Worship 
10:00am 
Pastor  

Beverly’s  
last service 

 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour 11am 

21 22 
 
 
 
 
 

Next  
Chapter 
6:30pm 

23 24 25 26 
Lillian  

Murphy 
Memorial  

Service 
11:00am 

27 
Worship 
10:00am 

 

Virtual Coffee 
Hour 11am 

28 29 30    

Virtual Annual Conference June 9-12th 


