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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Can you believe another month has gone by?  It is always amazing to me 
how the hours of a day can slip by so fast on ordinary days, but when we are 
waiting for something, or anticipating something, time seems to move much 
slower.  Isn’t this the way it is with the winter months?  They seem to drag 
on as we await the freshness that spring seems to bring.   
 
For now, the winter months are a little way off and as we enter the cooler 
months of fall, we find a slower pace upon us.  No longer are we scrambling 
to enjoy and engage in everything we can do during the summer months.  It 
is a time of settling in for a spell.  The children return to school and many of 
us find that we look forward to the harvest, the changing color of the leaves, 
and all the beauty God has created. 
 
This is a time when we can bring our hope into fruition, and I have been 
working on many different things that can lead to new beginnings, new rela-
tionships and new friendships.  Bible studies, community projects, Blessing 
of the Animals, a Fit and Fun walk/explore with the pastor, and much more 
are some of our new beginnings just waiting for us to engage in.   
 
I often refer to Romans 12:12 for inspiration: 
 
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” 
 
Now, as always, we can have hope in Jesus.  By being patient, it allows us 
the perseverance to never give up.  And most importantly prayer is some-
thing we should do in every situation of our lives.  By surrendering our joys, 
our concerns and our thanks, it shows our trust in God.  This verse is a re-
minder for us to be mindful in all situations of life that we face, to trust IN 
God.   
 
As we enter the fall months there is much anticipation, worry, and stress 
about the pandemic.  It looked like we were coming out of it, only to find  
out this may (or may not be) the case.  So many unanswered questions.  
Through God we have hope, and through patience, prayer and devotion,  
God will see us through this time.  This allows us to look forward to all the 
new beginnings as we strive to meet Jesus in the mission field of our church, 
our community, and beyond! 
 

Many Blessings, 
Pastor Michele Melia 
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In-Person Worship - All are Welcome 
 

Wesley UMC is having in-person worship on Sunday mornings at 10:00am.   
We have returned to the sanctuary, but things are different.  We ask for your 
understanding and flexibility as we navigate returning to the sanctuary with 
a combination in-person and online service. 
 

Leading Worship this month: 
Sept 5th—Pastor Michele  Sept 19th—Pastor Michele 
Sept 12th—Dan G   Sept 26th—Pastor Michele 
 

Here is what to expect: 
• Mask wearing is required when inside the church buildings, regardless of vaccina-
tion status.  If you forget your mask, we have some available. 
• If you have been exposed to someone with Covid or are not feeling well, please stay home and  
follow our service online.  If you have any symptoms that could be related to Covid (sore throat,  
congestion, new loss of taste/smell, headache, fever, etc.), please stay home and rest.    
• We ask that you sit with members of your household and keep physical distancing in mind when 
inside church buildings. 
• Vocal music will be prerecorded for now and shared on the large monitors in the sanctuary – you 
can sing along softly from your seat. 
• We welcome you to join in the call to worship and any other spoken parts of the service. 
• There will be a time near the end of the service to share your concerns and celebrations as this will 
not be part of the online service. 
• Worshipers are encouraged to put their offering in the plates upon entry to the sanctuary as it will 
not be passed. 
• Communion, on the first Sunday of each month, will be individually wrapped gluten free wafers 
and juice.  You can pick one up as you enter and receive it at your seat after consecration. 
 

We will continue to offer worship online on Sundays.  The Facebook and You Tube live services will 
start at 10:00am.  Feel free to contact the church office if you have any questions.  Join us on Facebook 
at:  https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013.  You can also watch the service on You 
Tube and/or our website: https://wesley-umc.org. 

Tech Team News 
 
Wesley needs a few more people to assist with the technology which enhances our 
Worship experience, both inside and outside of the Sanctuary.  With some training 
and experience, you too can join that team!  Once you get the basic fundamentals, 
you can be part of the team that manages the livestream and controls the monitors  
in the Sanctuary.   
 

What do you need?  Willingness to share your gifts, Willingness to learn, and 
Willingness to commit to one or two Sundays a month. 
 

We’ve documented the how, and we know the why, are you the who?  Let Kristen in the office (info@wesley-
umc.org) know and we’ll schedule an orientation! 
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Seacoast District Bishop’s Day  
Thursday, September 30th ~ 5:00pm - 8:30pm 

 
In 2021, Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar will resume his annual practice of visiting each district in 
the New England Conference. These visits are an opportunity for clergy and laity to engage in  
dialog with the bishop. On Thursday, September 30th, Bishop’s Day will be held here at Wesley 
UMC in Lincoln, RI!!  (This will be a hybrid meeting) 
 

Please register at this site if you plan to attend: 
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/BishopsDaySeacoastDistrict  
 

Schedule: 
 

5:00PM- 6:00PM - Bishop meeting with Seacoast District Committee  
on Superintendency 
 

6:00PM – 6:30PM - Gathering 
 

6:30PM – 7:00PM - Worship Service 
 

7:00PM – 8:30PM - Meet with Clergy and Laity 
 

More details will be posted as they become available. 

Sunday School this Fall 
 
We are still figuring out what to do about Sunday School at Wesley UMC 
this fall. We are currently reaching out to all the parents in the congrega-
tion to better understand what everyone is hoping for, comfortable with 
and planning regarding their children and Sunday School at Wesley.  
 
If you have a Sunday School aged child (PreK - 12th grade) and you  
haven't heard from one of us, please reach out to the office and we'll  

connect with you. While we would like nothing more than to resume Sunday School, we must take the  
approach of caring for the health and safety of our community, particularly our children, first and foremost. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
Melissa & Deborah, Sunday School Co-Superintendents 

Coffee Hour Update 
 

As we continue to watch the Delta variant spread rapidly throughout the country, 

we have decided to err on the side of caution and hold off on having coffee hour 

after worship for at least September.  We will continue to monitor the situation 

and let you know when it is safe for us to gather for fellowship.  We thank you for 

your understanding and patience. 
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reflections along The Way 
 
“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness! Teach me Your good paths.” 

                                           Psalm 119:64 
 
It’s been said that you shouldn’t ask a question unless you already  
know the answer. I would offer, that once you know the right answer,  
the questions really don’t matter as much. There is a song written by 
Shane Barnard, The Answer, inspired in part by Ephesians 1:5-6. It  
contains this compelling line… “I have found the answer is to love You 
and be loved by You”.   
 
What if we considered that the answer to all our questions? What if when 
we are stressed or worried and asking, “What do I do now?” we answer 
ourselves – “Love God”. When we’re scared and uncertain of the future, 
asking, “What will happen to me?” - we answer, “Be loved by God”.  

 
How might it feel, if we let go of our worries and fears and just trust in God’s love? I think we have  
all seen examples of this; times when people have reached the end of their understanding, or their 
strength, or the skills of the doctors, and surrendering everything to God have been surrounded by 
absolute peace – a peace we can’t create for ourselves, a “peace that passes all understanding”. But  
to do it all the time, in all circumstances? Even for the most laid-back, go-with-the-flow people, that 
would be quite an undertaking. But for the individualists and control freaks among us it’s a major 
challenge.  
 
However, that doesn’t mean we can’t try, can’t take that first step. And that first step doesn’t have to 
be hard, it can be as simple as reminding ourselves that we are God’s beloved children. Before we get 
out of bed each morning, stopping to visualize going through our day with God’s love in our hearts. 
And each night before we fall asleep, taking a moment to say thank You to God, for God’s boundless 
love.  
 
Bracketing our day with God, and God’s love, can change our mindset if we let it. And then we can 
gradually increase the times we bring God into our heart, and thank God for loving us. We may  
never make it to the point of automatically releasing our fears and worries in every circumstance,  
but I know the more we keep our focus on God, the easier it will be to release anything to God. 
 
And how wonderful that we have no need to hesitate sharing these with God, because God doesn’t 
hold our doubts and worries against us. Romans 8:38-39 reassures us: “For I am convinced 
that nothing can ever separate us from His love. Death can’t, and life can’t. The angels won’t,  
and all the powers of hell itself cannot keep God’s love away. Our fears for today, our worries 
about tomorrow, or where we are—high above the sky, or in 
the deepest ocean —nothing will ever be able to separate us 
from the love of God demonstrated by our Lord Jesus Christ 
when He died for us.” (The Living Bible) 
 
And that’s an answer we can count on! 
 
In faith, 
Coni  
Lay Leader 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208%3A38-39&version=TLB
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Finance News for September 
 
September typically brings routine back to our busy lives.  Kids going back to school, vacation, time away, 
cooling off the heat of the summer.  Our Church year also responds to these seasons.  There are trends in  
Worship attendance, in regular activities and in giving, that do experience a lessening during the summer 
months, with an expected change come the fall.   
 
As we continue to navigate our return to worship in a continuing COVID environ-
ment, many are happy to be able to worship in person or be part of our extended 
Community online.  Once again, your gifts and talents, your willingness to give of 
your time and energy for the Mission of Wesley Church, are in great need.  We are 
the hands and feet of God in Lincoln, in your home community, and to those we 
meet every day.  What you do matters.   
 

                                  New Giving Options! 
 
We’ve updated and improved our online Giving Portal, available at www.wesley-umc.org.  You can learn 
more about where your money goes, make a one-time gift, or start a new recurring giving plan.  Existing  
Vanco givers can update their information and desires as long as your email is in the Vanco system currently.  
Missions opportunities will appear as they are appropriate to the season. Bank ACH transfer and Credit/Debit 
options are available, all in one place! 

Want to support our missions and programs right now?  Use your smartphone 
camera to access our giving page using the QR code to the right. 
 

Thank you for your faithful participation in our ministries by 
your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness!  

 

Dan, Finance 

YTD Revenue: 
 $91,462  
 

YTD Expenses:  
 $93,992 

Surplus/(Deficit)
 ($2,530) 

http://www.wesley-umc.org
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Food is Love  
 
For the month of September, we are collecting boxes of cereal (Cheerios, Rice Crispies, Raisin 
Bran, Rice Chex, etc.).  The last day to drop donations off will be Friday, September 10th.  Let’s 
reach our goal of 200 boxes! 
 

An email from the Food Pantry sent 8/21: 
 

Hi Everyone,  
 

We had a busy day today at the pantry!  
Here are our numbers:  
                                                Families           Individuals  
Saturday Pantry                       247                      780 
Homeless                                     16                         32 
Holy Family                                40                       100 
Good Shepherd                          20                         50 
Shut Ins                                        16                         48 
Emergencies                               10                         30 
Be Kind RI                                      1                           3  
 

Totals:                                         350                   1043 
 

Of the 247 today at the pantry, 169 came via drive-thru (68%),  while 78 shopped inside (32%).  
Note that we didn't give food to the Boys and Girls club, which had been adding 50-100 families each 
month.   We added 75 people to our database, bringing our new database total to 402 registered people. 

School Supplies for Liberia 
 
We are collecting donations of school supplies for Liberian children. 
 

Items needed are: Notebooks, Pens, Pencils, and Backpacks.   
These are their greatest needs.   

 

Unfortunately, they have no use for crayons, colored pencils, coloring books, 
etc. at this time. 
 

There are lots of sales right now to take advantage of!  Your generosity is  
greatly appreciated!   
 
Donations will be accepted now through September 30th. 
If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 
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Hello my Friends! 
 
I have some sad news to share. My friend Gordon had to move – far, far away. It happened so fast.  
It feels like I hardly had a chance to tell Gordon how lucky I was to have a giraffe as a friend, and  
how happy I am that it was Gordon. Gordon really helped me, and Faith and Grace too, realize how 
important it is to have friends that are different than we are. He helped us see things from a different 
perspective, and showed us that no matter what we look like God loves us all exactly the same. And 
Gordon helped us really understand that Jesus is our best friend no matter who we are. We told  
Gordon he is an awesome giraffe and an awesome friend, and we know Jesus will be there to help 
Gordon find new friends in his new home. 
 
I was feeling really sad that Gordon was gone, and that he won’t be able to come back to visit, the 
way Molly visits her old home and friends, or how her friend Rosy can come to visit her. Molly and 
Faith and Grace, tried to help cheer me up, but it didn’t seem to help. Faith reminded me that I can 
talk to my friend Jesus and tell Him how I feel. And I can ask for help to feel better. I told Faith and 
Grace that I was worried Jesus would think I wasn’t a good friend to Gordon if I was so sad about his 
new life. Then Grace reminded me that Jesus understands exactly what we are going through, and 
He loves us no matter what we are feeling. That helped me feel better.  
 
So I talked to Jesus, and told Him how sad I was that Gordon had to move, and how much I missed 
Gordon. That really helped me. I didn’t feel so alone, even though Gordon wasn’t there, because  
talking to Jesus helped me remember He is the best friend I could ever have.  
 
And Jesus helped me even more. He helped me find a new friend – a church friend! His name is 
Puff, and he’s a dragon. He told me right away that he’s not a magic dragon – he said he tells every-
one that right away so they don’t have to ask him. And he told me that now it only bothers him a  
little bit when people sing some song about a magic dragon when they meet him. 
 
Puff is so much fun to be with. Best of all, he loves his best friend Jesus as much as I do. Oh, and  
as much as Grace and Faith and Molly and Rosy and Gordon do too! Puff and I went exploring the 
church together, and he showed me lots of things I didn’t know about the church. We took lots of  
pictures around the church, and when we told Miss Kristen in the office about it and showed her the 
pictures, the three of us decided to share the 
pictures with all of you and see if you can figure 
out where we are. We decided to call it Where 
Are We Now?  We had so much fun with our 
part, and Puff and I hope you’ll have fun with it 
too! 
 
I still miss Gordon, but now I spend more time 
remembering what a good friend he is and how 
much we learned together, than I do feeling 
sad. Gordon will always have a special place in 
my heart, and I know he has a special place in 
Jesus’ heart too. 
 
Love, 
JC Lamb 
 
Here is a picture of me and my new church 
friend Puff! 



Grace Notes Study 
 

If we let it, music - whether a hymn or a more contemporary Christian 
song – can touch us in unexpected ways. It offers an opportunity to  

explore your relationship with God by discovering how the words relate 
to your life and faith journey. There is no right or wrong way to do this 
study. Move at your own pace. Some songs, some questions, may be 

easier for you, and others may be more challenging and require more 
time, more processing. Taking the time to examine our feelings and beliefs helps to deepen and strength-
en our faith,  and bring us closer to God.  A new song will be included in each newsletter, and posted on 

our website wesley-umc.org on the Grace Notes page. All previous songs are also available there. 
 

God of the Sparrow God of the Whale by Jaroslav Vajda #120 The United Methodist Hymnal 
 

God of the sparrow God of the Whale God of the swirling stars  
How does the creature say Awe How does the creature say Praise 

 

God of the earthquake God of the storm God of the trumpet blast 
How does the creature cry Woe How does the creature cry Save 

 

God of the rainbow God of the cross God of the empty tomb 
How does the creature say Grace How does the creature say Thanks 

 

God of the hungry God of the sick God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Care How does the creature say Life 

 

God of the neighbor God of the foe God of the pruning hook  
How does the creature say Love How does the creature say Peace 

 

God of the ages God near at hand God of the loving heart 
How does the creature say Joy How does the creature say Home 

 

*********** 
 

God of the sparrow God of the Whale God of the swirling stars  
How does the creature say Awe How does the creature say Praise 
 
Psalm 65:4b-8 “We expect our fill of good things in Your house, Your heavenly manse. All Your salvation wonders are 
on display in Your trophy room. Earth-Tamer, Ocean-Pourer, Mountain-Maker, Hill-Dresser, Muzzler of sea storm and 
wave crash, of mobs in noisy riot. – Far and wide they’ll come to a stop, they’ll stare in awe, in wonder. Dawn and dusk 
take turns calling ‘Come and worship.’”     The Message 
 
Can you relate to these names for God? Does one speak to you? Which one? Why?  
Do you have a name for God? How did you choose it? What significance does it have for you?  

 
God of the earthquake God of the storm God of the trumpet blast 
How does the creature cry Woe How does the creature cry Save 
 
Nahum 1:3 “He is slow in getting angry, but when aroused, His power is incredible, and He does not easily  
forgive. He shows His power in the terrors of the cyclone and the raging storms; clouds are billowing dust  
beneath His feet.”    The Living Bible 
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Storms of life – whether in nature or in our personal lives – can leave us feeling 
lost and alone. Can you ask God to be with you during those times? If you can ask 
God, describe how that feels. If not, why not? Describe how it might feel to try? 

 
God of the rainbow God of the cross God of the empty tomb 
How does the creature say Grace How does the creature say Thanks 
 
Romans 5:1-2 “Since then it is by faith that we are justified, let us grasp the fact that we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through Him we have confidently 
entered into this new relationship of grace, and here we take our stand, in happy certainty of the glorious things He 
has for us in the future.”    JB Phillips New Testament 
 
God’s promises were fulfilled in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Where have you seen God’s grace in your own 
life? In the lives of others? How do you show your appreciation for God’s goodness? 

 
God of the hungry God of the sick God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Care How does the creature say Life 
 
Luke 15:20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long distance away, his father saw him coming, 
and was filled with loving pity and ran and embraced and kissed him.”  The Living Bible 
 
Where do you see care for others in the world? In what ways do you help care for the sick, the hungry, the 
lost? Have you ever had a prodigal experience with God? Describe the experience, and what it means to you. 

 
God of the neighbor God of the foe God of the pruning hook  
How does the creature say Love How does the creature say Peace 
 
Matthew 5:43- 45 Jesus said: “You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,’ and its unwritten compan-
ion, ‘Hate your enemy.’ I’m challenging that. I’m telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, 
not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the supple moves of prayer, for then you are work-
ing out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and the 
rain to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty.”   The Message 
 
Prayer is a powerful way to deal with our “foes” and neighbors alike. Is this something you do? If you do, how 
does it feel to pray for people you disagree with? Do you ask God to bless them? To give you under-standing? 
If this is something you don’t do, why? Could you do as Jesus’ directs?  
How do you think this can “bring out the best in you”? 

 
God of the ages God near at hand God of the loving heart 
How does the creature say Joy How does the creature say Home 
 
Psalm 23:6 “Your goodness and unfailing kindness shall be with me all the days of my life, and afterwards I will live 
with You forever in Your home.”    The Living Bible 
 
 We humans are “creatures” too. How do you define home? Does your “home” include God? Why? 
How do you say joy? 
 
 

 “What a wildly wonderful world, God! You made it all, with Wisdom at Your side,  
made earth overflow with Your wonderful creations.”     Psalm 104:2    The Message 
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JC’s Joke Corner  
 
While my new friend Puff and I were exploring, he 
shared some great jokes with me and said I could  
share them with you. 
 
Why did the dragon cross the road?   
 It was the chicken’s day off. 
 
What should you do with a blue dragon?   
 Cheer it up! 
 
Why was the dragon wearing his green sneakers?   
 His blue ones were in the wash! 
 
I’m so glad that Puff likes jokes as much as I do - and 
Gordon, and Molly, and Faith and Grace! We’re still 

working to carry on our New 
Year’s resolution to share 
kindness through smiles and 
laughter, so we keep sharing 
the good jokes we hear. We 
hope they make you smile 
and that you’ll want to share 
them too. 
 

Love,  
JC and friends 

Fit-Fun Walk/Explore with the Pastor 

Thursday, October 14th at 10:00am 

Lincoln Woods State Park 

Rain Date: Thursday, Oct. 21st 

More info to come 

 

Blessing of the Animals Service 

Chase Farm in Lincoln 

Time TBD 

More info to come 

 

October Bible Study  

Pastor Michele will be having a bible study that will be held during the week via Zoom   

More details to come! 
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September 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
 

 
Next Chapter 

6:30pm 

2 
Worship 
Planning 

11am 

3 4 

5 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 
 

 

 

6 7 
Office Closed 

8 
 
 
 

Hand in Hand  
Orientation 

8pm 

9 10 
 

Hand in Hand  
Meet & Greet 

11 

12 
Worship 
10:00am 

Dan Genannt 

 
 

 

13 
 

Hand in 
Hand Begins 

 
 
 

Trustees 7pm 

14 15 16 17 18 

19 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 

20 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance  
6:30pm 

22 23 24 25 

26 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 
 

 

27 28 29 30 
 
 
 

Bishop’s Day  
5-8:30pm 

  

 


