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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

As we move from the warmer summer months into the cooler days of fall, 
many of us find ourselves looking forward to all the next two months will 
bring.  Even the snow that will soon come will create a beauty for our eyes to 
behold.  Although, I don’t think many of us will look forward to driving in it  
or the shoveling that will be involved.  Still, it creates a wonderful sight and 
when we think of it as another view of God’s glorious creation, we can simply 
enjoy and be embraced by it. 
 

Embracing the beauty God has created has had me reflecting and being mind-
ful of what God calls each of us to do.  I came across a book that is a wonder-
ful way of thinking about Stewardship and is something I would like to share 
with you. The following is an excerpt: 
 

“By virtue of our baptism by water and the Spirit, God calls all Christians to faith-
ful discipleship, to grow to maturity in faith (see Ephesians 4). The United Meth-
odist Church expresses that call in our shared mission “to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world” (The Book of Discipline of The United 
Methodist Church, or the Discipline, ¶120). Each local congregation and commu-
nity of faith lives out that call in response to its own context—the wonderful and 
unique combination of God-given human and material resources with the needs of 
the community, within and beyond the congregation. 
 

The work of servant leaders—your work—is to open a way for God to work 
through you and the resources available to you in a particular ministry area, for 
you are about God’s work. As stewards of the mysteries of God (see 1 Corinthians 
4:1), servant leaders are entrusted with the precious and vital task of managing and 
using God’s gifts in the ongoing work of transformation. 
 

In The United Methodist Church, we envision transformation occurring through a 
cycle of discipleship (see the Discipline, ¶122). With God’s help and guidance, we 
 

• reach out and receive people into the body of Christ, 
• help people relate to Christ through their unique gifts and circumstances, 
• nurture and strengthen people in their relationships with God and with others, 
• send transformed people out into the world to lead transformed and transforming 
lives, 
• continue to reach out, relate, nurture, and send disciples . . .” 
 
“From Guidelines: Stewardship 2017–2020. Copyright © 2016 by Cokesbury. Used by permission.” 

 

As we strive to meet Jesus in the mission field of our church, our community, 
and beyond, this is a wonderful starting point to begin our reflection and dis-
cernment with God on what we can do.  In this newsletter (under “Finance 
News”), you will find an article written by Lay Minister, Dan on Stewardship 
and what it means for our church and how you can help.  Dan’s article has my 
full support, and I encourage you to read it and act today. 
 

Many Blessings, 
Pastor Michele Melia 
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In-Person Worship - All are Welcome 
 

Wesley UMC is having in-person worship on Sunday mornings at 10:00am.   
We have returned to the sanctuary, but things are different and we ask for 
your understanding and flexibility through this process. 
 

Leading Worship this month: 
 

Nov 7th - Pastor Michele  Nov 21st - Pastor Michele 
Nov 14th - Dan    Nov 28th - Pastor Michele 
 
Mask wearing is required when inside church buildings, regard-

less of vaccination status.  If you forget your mask, we have some available.  If you have been  
exposed to someone with Covid or have any symptoms related to Covid, please stay home and follow 
our service online.  For more information, please visit our website. 
 
We will continue to offer worship online on Sundays.  The Facebook and You Tube live services will 
start at 10:00am.  Feel free to contact the church office if you have any questions.  Join us on Facebook 
at:  https://www.facebook.com/WesleyUMCLincolnRI2013 and on You Tube and/or our website: 
https://wesley-umc.org. 

Memorial Share Additions 
 
Memorial shares have been given to the Glory of God in loving remembrance of Bruce by 

his wife Linda. 
 

Memorial shares have been given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Barbara from 
Carolyn. 

Daylight Savings Time ends  

on Sunday, November 7th. 

Remember to change your clocks! 

Pledge and Gift Giving 
 
The 3rd quarter updates for your pledge and financial gifts have been  
sent out via email and “snail” mail.  Please let the church office know if 
you did not receive it or if it is inaccurate. We try our best to record all 
giving as accurately as possible for your benefit.  If you may be behind in 
your pledged giving to date, it would be helpful for year-end planning 

and budgeting to know if you need to make an adjustment.  Please send a confidential email to the church 
office with any updates.  Your gifts, as always, provide for the Ministry and Mission of Wesley 
Church.  Thank you.  
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2022 God’s Creation Calendars 
 

We are selling the God’s Creation calendars again this year.   
They are $10 each.  This year they benefit our Missions Fund. 

Please contact the church office to reserve for pickup.  
Limited quantities available. 

Annual Clothing Drive for Savers 
 
Now is the time to bring in your used clothing, blankets and soft 
goods for our Annual SAVERS used Clothing Drive!  As you clean 
out your closets, please place your goods in large garbage bags 
and bring them to church.   
 
Donations will be accepted between NOW and December 5th.  
Leave your bags in the music room or tightly tied outside the 
church doors.  Last year we had approximately 100 bags, for 
1500lbs of clothing, and received $300!  The year before it was 
over $400!   

Food is Love 
 
For the month of November, we are collecting  
Peanut Butter.  You can leave your donations  
in the narthex or in the green bin outside of the  
sanctuary doors.  The deadline to drop off is Friday, 
November 12th.  Thank you everyone for donating! 
 
The Northern Rhode Food Bank of Cumberland, RI  
is always looking for volunteers if you would like to 

volunteer, please sign up on their website. 
Valerie  

 
Results from October:  242 Families and 715 Individuals came to the Saturday Pantry - Outdoor 
Drive Thru had 181 (75%) & Indoor had 61 (25%).  Holy Family was 30 Families/75 Individuals. 
Good Shepherd was 5 Families/15 Individuals.  Shut Ins had 21 Families/63 Individuals.  Emer-
gencies had 13 Families/39 Individuals. Homeless Shelter had 17 Families/51 Individuals.  The 
total count was 328 Families/958 Individuals. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
I want to tell you that even though there have been so  
many changes in my life lately, I am still so thankful. For 
God who made me just as I am, turquoise and fluffy; for  
the Holy Spirit who lives inside of me and helps me love 
the way I was created to love; for my best friend Jesus who 
helps me be the best lamb I can be; and for all of my friends 
– each one of you created by God, filled with the Holy Spirit 
and loved by Jesus. When I think about that, the challenges 
of the last few years are a little easier to bear. 
 
What are you thankful for today?  
 
Love, 
JC Lamb 

Here’s the last picture we took together before our friend 
Gordon had to move. I still miss him, but I know he’s  

happy in his new home and I’m thankful for that. 

 

A very special Thank You to Butterfly Farm in Lincoln, RI 

for hosting our Annual Blessing of the Animals service on 

October 2nd.  It was a beautiful day and service where we 

were able to celebrate our furry family members.   

Grace Notes will be available on our website (www.wesley-umc.org) 
under the Grace Notes heading on November 1st this month.  You 
can request for the study to be mailed to you if you prefer - just let 
Kristen in the office know! 

Grace Notes offers an opportunity to explore your relationship with 
God through music – either a hymn or a more contemporary Chris-
tian song – exploring how the words relate to your life and your 
faith journey. If we let it, music of any type can touch us in unex-
pected ways.  

There is no right or wrong way to do this study. You may find a song doesn’t appeal to you, but you 
are encouraged to at least read the song over a few times and sit with it before deciding. Use that 
time of reflection to ask God to open your heart and mind to what the song has to offer. Some songs, 
some questions, may be easier for you and you can move through them quickly. Others may be more 
challenging and require more time, more processing. 

If at any time you need to reach out – with questions or concerns – you may do so through the com-
ments on the web page and someone will reach out to you.  

Coni, Lay Leader 
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November Finance News 
 
Marion Webster’s Definition of stewardship 
 
1: the office, duties, and obligations of a steward 
 
2: the conducting, supervising, or managing of something, especially: the careful and responsible  
management of something entrusted to one's care 
 
Stewardship, in common Church talk, tends to be all about money.  Yes, stewardship of our financial  
resources is important, but what else are we, as practicing Christians, stewards of? 
 
We are stewards of all that God has given to us, all that God has entrusted to us, and all that God expects of us.   
 

Our Fall season brings planning for 2022.  Programs, budgets, 
local missions, capital projects, maintenance, Christian Educa-
tion, staffing, music, technology….are all things we need to 
consider and provide for.  What will our priorities be?  What 
financial resources will we have available?  What “human”  
resources are available. 
 
To plan for success in all of these, we will have to talk about 
money.   
 

• It’s not just about paying the electric bill, it’s about what 
heating our buildings allows us to do.   
• It’s not about having to pay salaries, it’s about what the 
amazing, talented people we have allow us to do as a Communi-
ty.   
• It’s not about having to pay Conference Mission Shares, it’s 
about being the hands and feet of Jesus, not just in Lincoln RI, 
but around the world.  
• Stewardship is about faith, hope, justice, and so much more.   
 

Our budgeting process this year will include the full payment of Mission Shares.  That means, hopefully, that 
we will have committed pledges and anticipated giving that will allow us to pay Mission Shares on a regular 
basis, and meet the need well before the end of the year, not reliant on fundraising.  That frees up your directed 
Mission’s giving to be on causes we directly support, local mission’s projects, Community events, and so 
much more.  That also frees up our Community Fellowship to be less about fundraising, and more about  
Community! 
 

You are a steward, I am a steward, we, as a church, are STEWARDS of God’s abundant love for all people, 
for creation, for justice and mercy.  I look forward to planning how we can be the Church in 2022. 
 

God Bless, 
Dan 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received  

to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its  

various forms. (1Peter 4:10) 
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reflections along The Way 
“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness! Teach me Your good paths.” 
Psalm 119:64 
 

In doing my daily Bible reading, I came across Luke 20:1-8 and I was captured 
by the thought that even while Jesus was still alive, people were manipulating 
His story to fit their script, to fit the way their group wanted things to go. In 
Luke’s story, Jesus calls out the “high priests, religion scholars and leaders” of 
the temple for their position on John the Baptist, and they refuse to answer a 
direct question – because either answer could damage the message they had 
crafted regarding Jesus. 
 

As I was sitting with this idea, I started thinking about Jairus; a Pharisee, a leader in the temple. 

Where was he in all this? We never hear about him after the story of Jesus bringing his daughter 
back to life. What did he think of the attitudes and actions of his fellow Pharisees? Did he speak up? 
Did he share the story of the miracle in his life? Or did he sit by, maybe not agreeing with his fellow 
Pharisees, but keeping quiet so that he didn’t have to risk his position and the power that came 
along with it? We’ll never know for sure. 
 

I see a lot of parallels to today in this story. Unfortunately, there are still people who try to manipu-
late Jesus and His teachings to fit into their narrative. There are people who have experienced God’s 
miracles in their lives – even sought them out - but sit on the sidelines and don’t share their stories. 
There are people who may not agree with what groups they belong to are saying and doing, yet 

don’t speak up to try to change that group’s attitude or actions. And there still are people who try to 
avoid Jesus’ direct instructions because following them could jeopardize their position and power. 
 

All of this made me think about where I stand. Do I speak up at injustice, at the manipulation of  
Jesus’ teachings, or do I sit quietly so no one will think badly of me? Do I share the God miracles in 
my life – some asked for, but so many more unexpected, and all undeserved – or do I keep them to 
myself? Do I live out Jesus’ instructions? Or do I try to avoid them? 
 

I believe it is a continuum and that we are not always in the same place on that continuum. Some 
days find me sitting quietly on the sidelines, and some days find me standing and shouting. But 

most days I am somewhere in between. My prayer is that I am nearer the positive, active end of the 
continuum more days than I am nearer the quiet, passive end. And that with the help of the Holy 

Spirit I will continue to work each day, each hour, each minute to live Jesus’ instructions – to love 
God and to love my neighbor.  
 

How about you? Where are you on that continuum? Do you talk to God about it? Do you ask for the 
Holy Spirit’s help? I encourage you to spend some time looking at your life, and considering these 
questions, just as I did this morning. And when you’re ready, I invite you to pray these words with 
me: God of love and mercy, I ask for your guidance as I seek to live out the call You have placed in 
my heart to live as Jesus taught us with His very life. Amen. 
 

In faith, 
Coni, Lay Leader 
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Adopt-a-Family this Christmas 
 
One of the ways we spread Christmas love and cheer is to “Adopt a Family”.  
We identify families in need of support this holiday season and give them gift 
cards so that parents can then choose and purchase appropriate gifts for their 
children.  It’s easy to participate!  Simply make a donation between now and 
December 12th.  This date is important so that we have time to get the cards, 
give them to the families, and they still have time to purchase the gifts.  You can leave your donation in the 
narthex on Sunday or send a check in the mail.  Please put “Adopt a Family” in the subject line. 
 
If you know of a family that is in need or have any questions, please reach out to Kristen in the office by 
phone (401-724-7954) or email (info@wesley-umc.org).  The more we receive, the more we can fill a home 
with holiday joy!  Thank you! 

Wesley Church Family Christmas Greeting Letter 
 
Once again we will be sending our Christmas Greeting wishes to everyone on our 
mailing list.  If you would like to make a special gift to Local Missions this Advent 
Season, your name will be added to those signing this Christmas Greeting Letter.  
 
There are three opportunities to donate to this Christmas Greeting in 2021! 
1. Electronic giving for this Christmas Greeting Letter has been made easier in 
2021.  Simply visit this website to make your contribution: https://

secure.myvanco.com/L-YSFZ/campaign/C-11H1X. 
2. Mail a check to Wesley UMC, 55 Woodland St., Lincoln, R.I. 02865. Please write Christmas Greeting 

Letter on the subject line and mark the envelope ATTN: CGL. 
3. If you are attending church you may leave your donation in the mail slot in the office labeled  “Christmas 

Greeting Letter – Irene” 
 
This letter has a long history here at Wesley UMC.  We encourage and welcome new and past participants, 
especially now that this is the SECOND year many of our church family are not able to socialize safely and 
greatly miss the fellowship with their Wesley Family, as well as those of us currently attending, miss their 
presence.  
 
Wesley’s Christmas Greeting Letter is affirmation that although many can’t attend in-person services, they 
have the opportunity to participate in this tradition, that the Wesley UMC Family is there for them, and 
whether able to be present in-person or not, all are a very significant part of a faithful church family despite 
the current Covid times we are experiencing. 
 
2021’s Christmas Season will see even higher volumes of mail creating slower delivery times and additional 
delays in Postal Services.  If you are sending checks, PLEASE allow sufficient time to arrive at the church 
PRIOR TO 11 AM Sunday, December 5, 2021. 
 
Donations online and via the office mail will have the same DECEMBER 5st 11AM Deadline.  Names will 
not be able to be included on the letter if received after the deadline information above.   
 

Let’s celebrate Wesley’s  54th year in Lincoln with as many participants as possible in 2021! 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YSFZ/campaign/C-11H1X
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YSFZ/campaign/C-11H1X
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Bright & Happy Christmas Bazaar On the Hill  

Saturday, November 20th 

9am – 3pm 
 

The Bazaar is back!  If you have any questions, please contact the church office.   

info@wesley-umc.org ~ 401-724-7954 
 

Our annual Christmas bazaar is coming on November 20th!!  We have so much fun volunteering  
and helping out at the bazaar, we want you to have fun too!  If you have any talents to offer or if you 
would like to volunteer, we would greatly appreciate it.  Wesley Church is blessed to have so many 
talented people! 
 

We are going to offer a $100 gas card as a door prize again this year.  Anyone who comes in the door 
will receive a ticket to put their name and address on.  A ticket will be drawn at the end of the day.  
No purchase necessary!   

Dates to Remember: 
 
Monday, Nov 1st 
Pie Making Night 5-8pm 
 
Sunday, Nov 14th 
Bazaar Set-up after worship  
(strong people wanted!) 
 
Wednesday, Nov 17th  
Wreath Making Night 5-8pm 
 
Let us know if you want to help 
with any of these! 

How You Can Help: 
 
• We’re having an Attic Treasures sale in the 
music room.  If you’re doing fall cleaning, 

bring your items to church and bring them to 

the music room.  

• Have any handmade items you’d like to  
donate?  Reach out to Linda A. or the church  

office. 

• Do you enjoy baking?  We’re looking for  
individually wrapped baked items to sell 

alongside the famous Wesley Pies. 

• Have any jewelry you never wear anymore?  
We’ll be happy to take it off your hands. 

• SPREAD THE WORD!!  Flyers are available 

in the narthex and church office if you want to 

pass them out! 

mailto:info@wesley-umc.org
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Pies, Pies, and more Pies!! 
 

The annual apple pie fundraiser is happening this year!  It is time for 
you to order Wesley’s homemade apple pies!  These pies are delicious 
and convenient — they are frozen and will still be yummy next year 
when you cook it.  There is Apple, Apple Cranberry, Apple Crumb, and 
Sugar Free Apple.  They are $12 each.  More information to come on 
when they can be picked up. 
 

There is a sign up sheet in the narthex or you can contact the church office with your order.  Please 
put your name, phone #, how many of each type of pie you want, and the total cost.   
 

The deadline to place your order is Sunday, October 31st.   

Items at the Bazaar: 
 

Crafts, Handmade Items, 
Hand Knits, Rice Bags, 
Country Store, 
Jewelry, Quilted Items 
Book Nook, 
Live Wreaths, 
Pies & Baked Items, 
Attic Treasures, 
To-Go Cafe 

 

Donuts, bagels,  

cinnamon buns,  
sandwiches (turkey,  
pulled pork, meatball), 

popcorn, drinks  
(including apple cider), 

pies, and bake table items!! 

Church Conference 2021 ~ November 18th at 7:00pm 
 

Our annual church conference meeting is a time to share our hopes  
and dreams, what we have been doing, and where we are headed. It  
is also the time when some important parts of our organization act  
upon items that can only be acted upon by a “church conference.”  
These include approving the pastor’s salary for the next year, recom-
mending and affirming Lay Servants, recommending and approving  
candidates for Ministry, and receiving any bequests.  All members of  
the church have both voice and vote at this important meeting.  Please 

plan on being part of this annual meeting. 
 

This year our meeting will take place electronically via Zoom with Pastor Arlene Tully from 
Arnold Mills UMC.  If you would like to receive the materials for our annual meeting, please 
contact Kristen in the office – even if you aren’t sure you’ll be able to attend.  If you would like 
to be involved in the conference but cannot access Zoom, let the church office know. 

All Food will be TO-GO! 
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JC’s Joke Corner  
 
I can’t believe we’ve been able to 
make through almost the whole 
year keeping our resolution to 
share Jesus’ love by helping peo-
ple smile. We’ve really enjoyed 
finding jokes to share, and we 
hope you’ve enjoyed them too! 
 

Why was the Thanksgiving soup so expensive?  
Because it had 24 carrots. 
 
What do you wear to Thanksgiving dinner?  
A har-vest. 
 
If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers 
bring?  
Pilgrims. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Love,  
JC and friends 

Thanksgiving  
Week Schedule 

 
November 21st - Thanksgiving 

Sunday Service 
 

November 25th - Office Closed  

 
November 26th- Office Closed 

Bright & Happy 

Annual Christmas 

Bazaar on the Hill 

Saturday, November 20
th

 

9:00am - 3:00pm 
More information on pages 8 & 9! 
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November 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 

Pie Making 
Night 

5-8pm 

2 3 4 
Worship 
Planning 

11am 

5 6 

7 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 
 

 

 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

Trustees 
7pm 

9 10 
 
 
 
 

Next Chapter 
6:30pm 

11 
Office Closed 
Hand in Hand 

Alumni Day 

12 
 

Deadline for Food 
Pantry Donations 

13 

14 
Worship 
10:00am 

Dan Genannt 

Bazaar Set-Up 
 

 

15 16 
 
 
 
 

Finance 
6:30pm 

17 
 
 
 

Wreath Mak-
ing Night 

5-8pm 

18 
 
 
 
 

Church Con-

ference 
7pm 

19 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9am - 3pm 

21 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 

22 23 24 25 
Office Closed 

26 
Office Closed 

27 

28 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 
 

29 30 
 
 
 
 

Hand in Hand 

P/T Conf’s 

    


