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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

     What a challenging year 2021 was and looking back over the past year, I 
find myself filled with wonder and amazement.  Both because of the challenges 
and the great new things that have come about because of them. 
 

     The pandemic interrupted and continues to interrupt our lives and how we 
do things.  Though at times this has been difficult, the challenges and changes 
have given us a chance to exercise our faith with acts of kindness and creativi-
ty.  It has led us to be able to go well beyond the walls of our church with new 
ways of doing things and coming together to celebrate all God has given us 
through Jesus Christ. 
 

     The internet has beginnings that can be dated back to the 1960’s as a way 
for government researchers to share information.  In thinking about the people 
behind this creation, it is safe to assume they could not have imagined how 
great an impact this would make for everyone starting in the year 2020 because 
of a pandemic. Because of the internet, many people, businesses, schools and 
churches were able to connect and carry on in a way that very possibly was 
never conceived of until March of 2020.  Closures and navigating the existence 
of COVID had churches brainstorming on how to worship together while the 
doors had to be closed.  Here we are almost two years later, and our connec-
tions have grown with one another through the internet.  Emails.  Zoom.  Live 
streaming.  Recordings and so much more. 
 

     Sometimes we may feel overwhelmed, and sometimes we may have feelings 
of despair. Our Advent and Christmas season reminded us of God’s promise 
and the Light Jesus brings.  John chapter 1 verse 5 tells us:  “The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 

There are many reasons to be grateful and full of hope, and I encourage you to explore this and be in conversa-
tions with God. 
 

     I pray that you may see and look forward to what is ahead of us, because the future is bright.  I believe  
that God is leading us into a new season together.  Don’t give up or go away.  If we stay together, we can do 
this. I am confident that as a church, we will succeed, and we will be celebrating much together.  I invite you 
to stay connected.  Never underestimate your presence, whether online or in person, your service, prayers,  
witness and giving/pledging.  We need each other more than ever before, and I encourage you to reach out to 
one another in love and kindness.  Ask for help if you need it, and always feel free to contact me. 
 

     I feel incredibly blessed to be your pastor.  My prayers are with you always.  May you be filled with the 
Sprit through this new year, and beyond.  I hope to see you for in person worship on Sunday mornings at 
10:00 am.  You can also join us via the livestream through our Facebook page or watch the recording on 
YouTube.  No matter how you worship with us, reach out.  Let us know how you are doing and what is new.  
We would love to hear your joys and would like to be in prayer with you for all of your concerns. 
 

With a thankful Heart, 
Pastor Michele Melia 
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Food is Love 
 

For the month of December we collected 204 cans of fruit!!  For the month of January, we will be 
collecting Pancake Syrup. You can put your donation in the 
narthex or the green bin outside of the sanctuary doors.  
 

The last day for donations will be Friday, January 7th.  Thank 
you so much for your donations each month! 
 

The Northern Rhode Food Bank of Cumberland, RI is always 
looking for volunteers if you would like to volunteer, please sign 
up on their website. 
 

Valerie  

reflections along The Way 
 

“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness! Teach me Your good paths.” 
                                           Psalm 119:64 

 

Happy New Year! I am so thankful that God has brought us through 2021.  
The birth of Jesus, celebrated each year, reminds us that God specializes in  
new beginnings. Not that all the old is bad, but if we’re honest with God and 
ourselves, we know that there are mistakes that have been made, words said  
that shouldn’t have been, and words that should have been spoken that weren’t. 
 
As we step into 2022, and the new beginning it brings us, may we offer our  
regrets and mistakes to our God of all grace – and in turn offer that grace to 
those around us. 

In faith, 
Coni, Lay Leader 

Volunteers NEEDED! 
 
Are you one of these people listed here?  No?  Then you are QUALIFIED to  
volunteer as a Counter on Sunday’s after worship!  Can you commit to once a 
month to assist in counting the weekly offering?   
 
We need 4 volunteers in order to have two people on a rotation to ensure our  
giving is handled appropriately.  Let Dan  or Valerie know if you can help! 

Finance Chairperson 

Church Treasurer 

Financial Secretary 
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Dear Friends, 
 
It seems amazing that another year has gone by, and it’s 2022 now. It feels 
like so many things have changed, yet so much is just the same. We lost so 
many people - family, friends we knew, and friends we hadn’t had a chance 
to meet.  
 
I met someone recently, he lives in the same house as Faith and Grace, Mol-
ly, and I do; and I want to tell you about him. His name is Chance, he’s a 
soft and cuddly yellow duck, and I met him because the person he was sent 
to love and care for went to Heaven to be with Jesus. Chance said he’s happy 
for her, because she loved Jesus so much, and she showed it any way she 
could to every one she could. She even taught Chance how to talk to Jesus! 
But Chance was sad, because he felt lost without his special person to love.  
 
Faith and Grace, and Molly, and I tried to cheer him up. Chance said he was glad to be here, but he 
wasn’t sure if he belonged here. He told us he wanted a chance to be the special friend of someone 
new because he has lots of love to give. I told him that I could share my special friend, but he was 
afraid she didn’t need the love he has to give. We told Chance that there’s no such thing as too much 
love – it’s like candy. You might think you have enough, but when someone offers you your favorite 

kind, you always seem to find room! 
 
I’m happy to tell you, that Chance got his chance. My special friend enjoys spend-
ing time with Chance, and Chance likes being with her. They like to sit quietly to-
gether, especially when my special friend is sad and missing her Mom, who went 
to be with Jesus too. It seems God gives us just the right kind of love just when 
we need it most. Chance and my special friend have just the right kind of love to 
share with each other. And I think that’s a wonderful way to start the new year. 
 

Love, 
JC Lamb 

Annual Giving Statements 
 

Annual giving statements are being printed 
and mailed or emailed by the end of January.  
You can reach out to Ashley through the 
church office email info@wesley-umc.org if 
you have any questions or if there are errors 
on your statement. 

Wesley Sunday School 
 
Due to the rising cases of COVID, particularly 
among children and those vaccinated with 2 doses 
only, we are following the call of our faith to care 
for others by pausing Sunday School after Christ-
mas. We will reassess the situation in later January 
with the hope of resuming for Lent and Easter. 
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Savers Collection & Transportation Thank You 
 
I would like to thank everyone who donated to our Savers clothing drive. We collected 68 bags  
of soft goods for a total of 1261 pounds.  We also had 609 pounds of small household items.   
We raised a total of $265.23! 
 
I would also like to thank everyone who helped out on  
Saturday, December 11th with transporting the items  
to Savers. 
 
Valerie  

Christmas Bazaar Thank You 
 

We would like to thank everyone that came together to pull 

our Christmas Bazaar together.  This was very last minute  

but our bazaar was a great success.  It felt very good to be 

able to get back to some sense of normalcy. 

 

We appreciate everyone’s enthusiasm and hard work! 

 

Blessings, 

Linda  

Co-Chairperson 

Adopt-a-Family Thank You 
 
This year’s Adopt-a-Family program was able 
to bless 5 families. Your generosity helped to 
make Christmas a time of blessing for those 
families.  You contributed $1250 in money and 
gift cards.   
 
They may start as gift cards, but they quickly 
become smiles on Christmas morning, bellies 
full of food, and beautiful memories made. 
They don’t know your names - and you don’t 
know theirs - but this gift of love is received as 
God’s love shared with God’s children.   
 
Thank you for your generosity and love this 
season. 
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Continued on next page 

“The Budget” 
 
Happy New Year!  For many people a new year brings new hope, the symbolic moment in time when we set 
new resolutions for the new year or try to leave behind the old one.  2020 and 2021 certainly were different, 
for all of us.  In 2020 this Church made a “resolution” to make a change, to recognize that the ways we’ve 
always been were not sustainable and change was needed.  I’m able to report now that all of our time and 
care led us to a point where we could meet all or our financial obligations in 2021 and are well prepared to 
meet 2022!  The budget for 2022 is found at the bottom of this page and continues on the following pages for 
your review.  We expect, hope, and pray that 2022 will be a year where we can succeed in being the Church 
by supporting all of our programs, local and throughout the world, pay our full mission share, and have funds 
to support local missions programs to make a greater impact right here in Lincoln and the surrounding com-
munities.  Of course this relies on your continued support, some fundraising, and community engagement. 
 

Budget Highlights 
 

- Increases to salary for all staff members, in some cases the first time in 4 years! 
- Lower mission share obligation, built into our budget! 

- Allocation for expected expenses for software, subscriptions, and online giving fees! 
- When giving exceeds minimum expectations, room to provide FREE community meals,  

greater engagement, and opportunities for outreach! 
- Lower requirement for fund-raising! 

- New E-Giving portal! 
 

You can pledge your financial support to Wesley UMC by completing the pledge form provided later in this 
Newsletter as well, or by contacting the office at any time.  Your pledge giving is a commitment, not a con-
tract, providing us with an indication of stable giving that can ensure our budget priorities can be satisfied.  
Automated giving is a sure way to have your financial gifts recognized on a schedule of your choosing.  You 
can find the link to establish or update your electronic giving at https://wesley-umc.org/support-wesley/. 
 
On behalf of the Finance Committee, I wish you a Happy New Year and all the blessings of a Generous God.  
May your life be filled with opportunities to show your Love to all you meet! 
 

Dan 
Chair of Finance 

Wesley UMC 2022 Budget 

Income - Pledge and Non Pledge  $       90,500  

Giving - missions, special giving  $       14,500  

Endowment (General Fund ONLY)  $         1,600  

Building Use (HH, CLCC, CDL, Emmaus)  $         8,000  

Fundraising (Yard Sale, Bazar, Choir, Dinners)  $         8,000  

Equitable Comp Grant, MS Relief, Conf Support  $               -    

    

TOTAL  $    122,600  

Unmet Need or (Surplus)  $       (7,525) 

https://wesley-umc.org/support-wesley/
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Anticipated Expenses 2022 

Building Utilities and Upkeep   
Church Utilities $22,000 

*Property Insurance $10,958 

Custodian Salary OR SERVICE $5,000 

  * FICA n/a 

Water/Sewer $3,400 

Sub-Total $41,358 

Salary and Benefits   
   
Pastor Salary (Includes EQ Grant) $20,900 

*NEUMC Health (7) n/a 

*Conf. Pastoral Pension $3,303 

Parsonage Utilities (with water and sewer) rented 

    

Administrative Assistant $15,444 

*FICA @7.65% $1,181 

*Workers Comp. (for all staff) $510 

Sub-Total $41,338 

Church Supplies and Expenses   
Church Supplies $1,500 

Worship Supplies $750 

Phone $1,500 

Postage $700 

Office Supplies $1,000 

- Software & Subscriptions (includes QB/Payroll, Office365) $575 

- Bank Fees (Citizens, Vanco, Square) $480 

*State Charter $22 

Miscellaneous $300 

*Clergy Expenses $3,000 

Sub-Total $9,827 

Music Program   
Organist $7,000 

*FICA @7.65% $536 

Music Supplies $300 

Substitute Organist (2 weeks) $350 

Sub-Total $8,186 

NEUMC Conference Missions 
  

*NEUMC World Mission         Fund 1 $3224 

*NEUMC New England Miss.  Fund 2 $3039 

*UEUMC Min Support           Fund 3 $7,103 

Continued on next page 



Wesley United Methodist Church 
2022 Pledge 

 
With Gratitude for God’s constant and abundant love, grace, and mercy, and as an 
expression of my Christian stewardship, I will support the ministry and mission of  
Jesus Christ and this congregation through: 
 
___ My/Our regular prayers for this ministry   
___ My/Our participation in Worship   
___ My/Our faithful response to God’s Call in my life   
___ My/Our financial offering of  $ ________ per  week / month / year (circle one) 
___ My/Our additional commitment to Conference Mission Shares of  

$ ________ per  week / month / year (circle one) 
I understand that I may adjust this estimate of giving at any time by contacting the Financial Secretary. 
 
Considering God’s Abundant Love and Grace in my life and my personal dreams for this Church, I would be 
willing to support a special project.  I understand that my personal preference is my own and am glad to  
suggest a use for such funds, without specific restrictions.  Therefore, I would also commit to a one-time gift 
of $ ________to support one of the following projects.   
 

Please consider my preference, ranked 1 – 3, for the use of my special gift. 
 

___  New Cordless Microphones for Worship  $500 estimated cost 
___  Habitat for humanity     $500 donation 
___  Saylesville Fire or PTO     $500 donation 
___  Rehab of bathrooms or kitchen    $15000 estimated cost 
___  Trustees discretion 
___  _________________________ 
 
Name ___________________________________________   Date ________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
Phone # __________________________ Email  _____________________________________ 
 
Electronic Funds Transfer is a convenient method of ensuring your pledge is honored and provides a  
consistent, predictable monthly income for the Church.  If interested, a sign-up form is on the reverse, or  
you can self-register using the link provided at www.wesley-umc.org 
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Mission Share Relief   

                                                                                      Sub-Total $13,366 

    
Christian Education $1,000 

    
Total Church Budget $115,075 
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2022 Offering Envelopes  
 
The 2022 offering envelopes are now in the narthex.   
Please pick them up at church when you can.  If you 
know of someone else who uses them, but they can’t 
get here, feel free to drop them off to them.   
 
If you no longer wish to use these envelopes,  
please let the church office know so we don’t order 
them again.  If you need help setting up your giving 
electronically, have a chat with Dan.   
Thank you!! 

Updated Info Needed! 
 

Kristen in the office would appreciate you 
emailing or calling her with your email 

address and phone number.  More 
information will be in February’s 

newsletter about why we need this updated 
info.  Even if you think we have your  

email and phone #, please reach out to 
make sure it’s correct.  Thank you!!  Kristen 

Winter Closings/Delays 
   

As usual in New England, the words winter and snow go hand in hand.  
We’ve already seen some wintery mix days.  When the weather has  

the potential to affect Sunday services or other events, we will  
announce closings or delays through RI Broadcasters Association.   

 

There are three ways to check: 
 

1. Watch these TV stations:  ABC6, CBS12, PBS Channel 36, NBC10 or FOX64 
2. Go online:  Google RIBroadcasters.com, click on Closings and Delays under RI       

                      Broadcasters Association, look for Wesley United Methodist Church 
3. Listen to the radio:  FM 92.3, 93.3, 101.5, and more, AM 630, 790, 920, and more 

 

Remember that even if we remain open, use caution and your best judgement  
driving in not-ideal conditions.  Your safety is our most important concern!  

 

Contact Kristen in the office if you have any questions  
at 401-724-7954 or info@wesley-umc.org. 

mailto:info@wesley-umc.org
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January 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 

3 4 5 
 
 
 

Bible Study 
7pm 

6 

Worship  

Planning 

11am 

7 8 
 

Private 
Event 

12-6pm 

9 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 
 

 

 

10 

 

 
 

Trustees  
7pm 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 
Worship 
10:00am 

Dan Genannt 

 

17 18 
Office Closed 

 
Finance 
6:30pm 

19 
 
 
 

Next  
Chapter 
6:30pm 

20 21 22 
 

Emmaus 
9am - 4pm 

23 
Worship 
10:00am 

Coni Ferland 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
 

Emmaus 
9am - 4pm 

30 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 
 

31      

 

 

Happy New Year! 


