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Happy March!
What an interesting month of February we just
experienced. Cold temperatures, snowstorms,
blizzards and even an ice storm! I have always
loved a good snowstorm; however, I must admit
that I prefer it to be limited at one.
With all the bad weather we experienced last month, there were days
when the weather did warm for a bit. We could witness the melting of all
the snow, and we could hear, perhaps, something that could be described as
music to our ears. The sounds of the birds chirping. It is always interesting
to me to hear these sounds for they can have a calming effect. When the
doves return to my yard I experience those happy hopeful feelings that
spring is near.
The changing of the seasons is something we can look forward to. Especially for the spring and summer months. Spring can make us think of all the
flowers that will bloom, we will plant or simply enjoy. It can make us think
of all the vegetables we will plant in our garden and take care of for the
summer. It can have us planning all we will do during the summer months.
Maybe swimming, walking on the beach, barbeques, or time with friends
and family. Hopeful feelings. Happy feelings.
COVID has been and continues to be an ever-present interruption to our
hopeful and happy feelings. Many questions circle around what life will
be like going forward. Will we need to continue to wear masks? Get vaccinations? Get boosters? How many more variants will surface and how
will those interrupt our lives? We can’t continue to put our focus on these
things. We need to be mindful yes. Aware, yes. We also have a life to live.
For life is short, or so the saying goes. There is no time to waste.

There has never been a time during my life in which I have felt that we
need God more. It is like a wakeup call if you will. We need to get back to
church. We need to seek God. We need to live for God and work towards
the everlasting life we can have through Jesus, who shows us the way the
truth and the light. Do you want to know more? Experience more? Have
the joy, love, hope and peace that God promises? I encourage you to join us
for worship service in which you can attend in person, watch our live stream
or recording. Put a little more God in your life and you will experience a
whole new world.
With a Hopeful Heart,
Pastor Michele Melia

Ash Wednesday - March 2, 2022
During the Ash Wednesday service, we enter intentionally into
the season of Lent, a time of reflection and introspection; a time
of preparation and exploration.
There are 3 ways to worship on Ash Wednesday this year:
Wednesday, March 2nd
9:30am
In-person service
10:00-11:00am Drive-thru prayer & ashes
7:00pm
Recorded service online
Ashes will be available in small bags and will be self imposed. If you plan to watch the recording, ashes
may be picked up on Sunday, February 27th before or immediately after worship.

The Newsletter is Going Digital!
In our continued efforts to create efficiencies, save costs, and
make time, space, and funds available for greater purposes,
starting NEXT MONTH in April, we expect to launch our
Newsletter in a digital format! We will still print a few copies
to be available in the Narthex, and will send or deliver on
request, but the vast majority of us will get it by email!
The costs of printing, folding, mailing, plus the annual cost of our bulk mail permit and postage,
makes this a great alternative. It will still look the same, but in PDF format which you can print if
you choose. Some extra benefits will be live hyper-links that lead directly to more information,
quicker delivery, graphics in color, and the ability for you to save them electronically.
Please help us by ensuring the office has your current email. If you are NOT getting weekly
emails from Kristen, please email her at info@wesley-umc.org, or give her a call, she’d love to
chat and collect your email info!

SOMETHING NEW:
Locks on the sanctuary doors have been installed.
One on the double doors and one leading in from the music
room. This was done not to keep us out, but rather to protect the
sanctuary. As we look to increase the community's ability to use
our building space, we want to ensure that the sanctuary is protected. A lockbox containing a key, with a number passcode, has also
been installed and is located in the music room. This will allow all
of us to access the sanctuary. If you have any questions or would
like more information, please let Pastor Michele know.
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Memorial shares have
been given to the Glory
of God in loving memory
of Martha by Dan, Mike,
Susan, Beverly, Joyce,
Irene, Linda A.,
Linda L., and Judy.

The Circuit

For March, I’d like to introduce you to the United Methodist Foundation of New England
(UMFNE). They manage our Endowment Funds and provide many Stewardship services to
individuals, churches, and the Conference. Please visit them at www.umfne.org if you’d like
to learn more about planned giving and individual options.

Rev. Dr. David Abbot,
Director of Stewardship

The United Methodist Foundation of New England
(“Foundation”) is a New Hampshire non-profit corporation with a mission to enhance the ministries of United
Methodist churches and related United Methodist agencies
by providing services that strengthen their fiscal base and
promote faithful financial stewardship.
The Foundation’s charter authorizes it to provide for the
prudent administration and management of funds entrusted to the Foundation as Trustee by local churches, the
New England Annual Conference (“NEAC”), United
Methodist institutions, agencies, individuals, and ministries, whether within or outside the Boston Episcopal Area
of The United Methodist Church, and institutions and
agencies that are related to United Methodism and the
work conducted by the Foundation whether within or
outside this Episcopal Area.

2021 Portfolio Performance: 11.32%,
2022 Fixed Percentage Payout is 3.75%
Celebrating Our 55th Year in Lincoln!

Stewardship is the outward and
visible sign of our inner and personal relationship with God
through Christ and the Holy Spirit.
Everything we do, say, think, and
the attitude we carry towards ourselves and others, reflects the importance in our lives of God's offer
of a relationship with Him.
A RESPONSE:
"What a powerful thought. What a
profound thought!! I found myself
reading and rereading these statements. Stewardship as reflecting a
relationship with God? Why that's
all encompassing. That's not simply a matter of reaching for available dollars. God wants far more
from me. God wants to be in a relationship with me. How enormously humbling. God wants to be
in a personal relationship with
everyone, of course. How to respond to such an invitation. How
do these statements translate for
me? What does stewardship mean
to me from this perspective? While
these questions I'm asking call for
my own self-reflection, I'm aware
I'm being called to act. And I don't
need to wait to do that. Act with
more generosity of thought, word,
and deed."

Next month’s newsletter will be digital. Contact the office immediately to give Kristen your email address or to
request a paper copy. 401-724-7954 ~ info@wesley-umc.org

Finance News

Ethel Tyson, Member Martha's
Vineyard UMC
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SEVEN WORDS:

Listening to Christ from the Cross

By Susan Robb

We invite you to join us for a 6-week
‘Lenten Journey as we use Susan Robb’s
book to explore Christ’s final words.
Wednesday’s from 7:00 - 8:30pm
via Zoom
(March 9th through April 13th)
March 9th
March 16th
March 23rd
March 30th
April 6th
April 13th

Father, Forgive Them
Today You Will Be with Me in Paradise
My God, My God
Woman, Here is Your Son
I Am Thirsty
Into Your Hands/It Is Finished

If you are interested in participating, please contact Pastor Michele
at pastor@wesley-umc.org, by March 7th and you will receive
the Zoom link for the study. The book is available from
www.christianbook.com, www.abingdonpress.com,
www.barnesandnoble.com, and www.amazon.com.

“For many of us, spending
six weeks at the cross - a
place of suffering, sorrow,
and shame – may seem
daunting… While many of
us naturally wish to avoid
the painful reality of the
cross, it is from there that
Jesus speaks and shows his
deepest love for us. It is
from the cross that Jesus’
full humanity draws us
closest to him. It is from
the cross, as Jesus breathes
his last breath and speaks
his last words, that his deep
trust in the Father and his
divine glory are revealed…
And so, I invite you to join
me on this Lenten journey,
which we follow by way of
the cross, and listen closely
to what could be some of the
most meaningful and powerful words we will ever hear.”

Dear Friends,
I never realized that seeds come in so many shapes and sizes! I know some
people that love their gardens so much that they start planting different
kinds of seeds indoors in March, because they just can’t wait until it’s warm
enough to work outside. They work really hard taking care of their seedlings
– that’s what they call the tiny plants when they first sprout from the seeds –
to give them a good start before they get put in the garden.
That made me think of how much we’re like seedlings, no matter how big
we are. We’ve been planted here and Jesus takes care of us to give us a good
start so we’re ready for life in the world. I guess that would make Jesus a
gardener… I always think of Him as a shepherd, but I think it’s pretty much
the same as being a gardener – taking care and helping the things you’re responsible for growing.
You know, I like that picture. And if I wasn’t a lamb, I think I’d like to be a pretty flower that helps
make people smile. Either way, I’m glad that Jesus is watching over me. It makes me feel safe and
cared for!

Love,
JC Lamb
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An addition to the_______________________________________Trust Fund has
been given by______________________________________________________.
in loving memory or
in honor of (circle one) _________________________________________________.
A Memorial Share has been given to the Glory of God and in memory
of__________________________________________________________________.
by__________________________________________________________________.
A Memorial Share has been given to the Glory of God and in honor
of__________________________________________________________________.
by__________________________________________________________________.
All memorials must be given to Ashley or the church office
by Sunday, April 3rd for insertion into the Easter bulletin.

What Exactly is a Memorial Share?
Giving a Memorial Share is a wonderful way to honor or to remember a loved one. Memorial
Share Funds can be ANY amount of money and go unrestricted to the Trustees. Those given to
the Organ Fund, go towards maintaining our organ at Wesley. Funds given to a Trust are added to 1 of 5 designated Endowment Funds (Education, Youth, UM Women, Trustees, or General) which is specified by the Trust.

2022 EASTER PLANTS ORDER FORM
I WISH TO HAVE THE FOLLOWING PLACED IN THE SANCTUARY:
Write the number of plants next to your selections.
____Azalea ($20) ____Tulip ($10) ____Hyacinth ($10) ____Daffodil ($10)
____Mums ($18) ____Lily (Contact Linda or the church office for price of Lilies)

PLEASE CHECK ONE:
______ I wish to leave my plant(s) for the church to distribute.
______ I will pick up my plant(s) following the Easter service.
Donors will be listed in the bulletin. Please give the following information exactly as you
wish it to appear. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
IN MEMORY OF:________________________________________________________
BY:____________________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF:_________________________________________________________
BY:_____________________________________________________________________
This form should be returned to Mrs. Linda by Sunday, April 3rd,
either at church, or by mailing it to her at 1116 Great Road, Lincoln, RI 02865.
Celebrating Our 55th Year in Lincoln!

Contact Kristen in the office because next month’s newsletter will be digital. Contact the office immediately to give
your email address or to request a paper copy. 401-724-7954 ~ info@wesley-umc.org

2022 EASTER MEMORIALS
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reflections along The Way
“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness! Teach me Your good paths.”
Psalm 119:64

At this time of year, gardeners are anticipating Spring, deciding which seeds
to plant, and where they will grow best. Perhaps they are even beginning some
plants inside in preparation for the coming growing season.
I believe that in our own way, we are all gardeners. We are gardeners of the
soil of our lives. And we too should be thinking about what we will plant in
our life-garden. Not sure what to plant? The psalmist reminds us that God has
already started the process for us:
Light-seeds are planted in the souls of God’s people,
Joy-seeds are planted in good heart-soil. Psalm 97:11
I’m not quite sure what the psalmist meant by “light-seeds”, but I know what it means to me. We
are called to be light, to brighten the darkness we see, to chase away the shadows that seems so ready
to close in around us. But that’s a lot of hard work, especially when we try to do it through our own
strength. But you know, we don’t have to do that. God has planted those light-seeds in each of us,
so that the light we share in the world is God’s light. But it’s up to us to be the gardener, to nurture
those seeds, to pay attention to them and help them grow. They need to be watered with prayer so
that we stay connected with God. They need to be fed with God’s word – from the Scriptures and
others strong in the faith – so the light we give off remains God’s light and not our own.
If we neglect our life-garden, the weeds will come as surely as they do in the backyard gardens.
Weeds that choke out the good growth and render us incapable of sharing God’s light. Will you join
me in tending our life-gardens? Spending time in Worship, reading the Scriptures and studying
their meaning in our lives? If we work together, we can all have a more productive harvest, and
God’s light will shine farther and brighter than it would if we stood alone.
Oh, and the joy-seeds? I think they’re for us. Because the joy of growing closer to God is nurtured the
same way as the light-seeds, and with them we can rest at the end of each day and wrap our tired
hearts and minds in the joy of a life well lived in the garden of God’s love.
In faith,
Coni, Lay Leader

Sunday, March 13th
Daylight Savings Begins

UMCOR Sunday
March 27th
Responding globally to persons in need. Your gifts
ensure that UMCOR can respond quickly and in
compassion to disaster and devastation. You support
the daily business allowing UMCOR to keep the
promise that 100% of any gift will go toward that
project. ResourceUMC.org/UMCOR
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PurpleStride walks are among the largest sources of funding for the Pancreatic Cancer Action
Network. When you Wage Hope at PurpleStride, you join a vibrant community of survivors,
impacted families, loved ones, researchers and advocates committed to rewriting the future
of this deadly disease.

Saturday, April 30, 2022
Details of time and walking route to come!

Goddard Memorial Park
1095 Ives Rd.
Warwick, RI 02818

If you would like to donate, you can go directly
to the link below:
http://support.pancan.org/goto/teamjean22

If there are any questions, please reach out
to Chris or Victoria

If you would like to join our team, simply go to
1. Purplestride.org
2. Find a Team – Our team’s name is teamjean
Team Captain – Chris G.

Food is Love
We are collecting Pancake Mix for the month of March. You can put your
donation in the narthex or in the green bin outside of the sanctuary doors.
All donations are due Friday, March 11th. Let's reach our goal of 200 boxes!
I would like to thank everyone for their donations! The Northern Rhode Food
Bank of Cumberland, RI is always looking for volunteers if you would like to
volunteer, please sign up on their website.
Valerie
Results from February: 390 Families and 1151 Individuals came to the Saturday Pantry/
Outdoor Drive Thru. Holy Family was 25 Families/63 Individuals. Good Shepherd was 15
Families/45 Individuals. Shut Ins had 17 Families/51 Individuals. Emergencies had 10 Families/30 Individuals. Homeless Shelter had 16 Families/48 Individuals. The total count was 473
Families/1388 Individuals with 68 New Registrations.

Celebrating Our 55th Year in Lincoln!

Next month’s newsletter will be digital. Contact the office immediately to give Kristen your email address or to
request a paper copy. 401-724-7954 ~ info@wesley-umc.org

Team Jean began many years ago as a youth group effort to raise funds to help fight cancer. It
was a way to support and remember Pastor Jean Russo-Parks. In recent years, it has grown to
remember and honor all those effected by cancer through our Relay for Life walks and now the
PurpleStride Walk. Over the years the group has expanded to include Wesley Walkers of all
ages and this year is no different. Please join us by walking or donating in our efforts.
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Social Media Help
Wesley needs someone to join the Social
Media team to help share who we are
with the community! If you know, or are
willing to learn, WordPress, Facebook, YouTube, and other Social
Media platforms, this is a role for you!
Linda and I would
like to take this
opportunity to thank
those who helped
with the Superbowl
fundraiser. Through
the efforts of those
who cooked and the
appetites of those
who purchased food,
we were able to raise
more than $1600.00
for the church. You
are all Wesley MVP's.

Mike

•
•
•

Website – update as needed, including links to the current
weekly worship service
Facebook – be a contributor of content and news
YouTube – manage our video library

Whatever other platforms become popular and appropriate,
let’s check them out too! You can be a vital member of the
Communications team! Reach out to Kristen in the office or Dan.
Counter Help
Are you a finance chairperson, church treasurer, or financial secretary? No? Then you are QUALIFIED to volunteer as a Counter
on Sunday’s after worship! Can you commit to once a month to
assist in counting the weekly offering?
We need 4 volunteers in order to have two people on a rotation
to ensure our giving is handled appropriately. Let Dan or Valerie
know if you can help!

The Newsletter is Going Digital
In our continued efforts to create efficiencies, save costs,
and make time, space, and funds available for greater
purposes, starting NEXT MONTH in April, we expect to launch our Newsletter in a
digital format! We will still print a few copies to be available in the Narthex, and will
send or deliver on request, but the vast majority of us will get it by email!
It will still look the same, but in PDF format which you can print if you choose. Some
extra benefits will be live hyper-links directly to more information, quicker delivery,
graphics in color, and the ability for you to save them electronically.

Please help us by ensuring the office has your current email.
If you are NOT getting weekly emails from Kristen, please email
her at info@wesley-umc.org, or give her a call, she’d love
to chat and collect your email info!
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Next month’s newsletter will be digital. Contact the office immediately to give Kristen your email address or to
request a paper copy. 401-724-7954 ~ info@wesley-umc.org

Volunteers Needed

The Circuit

March 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Ash Wednesday
9:30am InPerson Service
10-11am Drive
Thru Ashes
7pm Recorded
Service

6

Worship
10:00am

7

8

Fri

9

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

Worship
Planning
11am

Pastor Michele

Seven Words
Lent Study
7:00-8:30pm

13

Worship
10:00am

20

15

21

16

Seven Words
Lent Study
7:00-8:30pm

Finance
6:30pm

Trustees
7:00pm

Coni Ferland

Worship
10:00am

14

22

23

Pastor Michele

11:30am
Baptism

UMCOR
Sunday

Seven Words
Lent Study
7:00-8:30pm
27

28

Worship
10:00am

Pastor Michele

Celebrating Our 55th Year in Lincoln!

29

30

Seven Words
Lent Study
7:00-8:30pm
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