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"A radically inclusive 
community, rooted in  

God, growing in the Spirit, 
sharing the love of Christ, to 
bring justice to the world.” 

April Showers Bring May Flowers! 
 
Or so the saying goes.  I remember fondly my mother 
saying this on numerous occasions over the years and 
sitting here now thinking of this brings a smile to my 
face.  April brought us rain, and there were several 
showers, but my favorite of all is perhaps the mist that 
Rhode Island experiences.  Being a native of upstate New York, this is  
not something I ever experienced until I moved here.  My husband is always 
amazed at the smile it brings to my face because to him it is a normal occur-
rence.  Even after 25 years of living here, I still smile and enjoy it. 
 
Showers – or mist for me – is not the only wonderful thing that happened 
during the month of April that can make us smile, make us hopeful, and 
make us look forward to all the happiness we can experience during the 
warmer months.  April was just the beginning for it was a busy time here  
at the church.  It saw us come together in fellowship at the lots of Love  
Lenten Lunch, a community Easter Egg Hunt and a Pancreatic Cancer Walk 
in which over $3000.00 was donated for this great cause.   
 
It is because of all of you - everyone!  The leaders of the church!  The  
volunteers! The donations!  And so much more that this was able to happen!  
It is a great time to say THANK YOU!  You are appreciated!   
 
But! Stay tuned!  There is a lot more coming! 
 
It feels good to look outside and see that spring has “sprung” just as we 
knew it would.  This year perhaps feels different though.  In a good way.  
Covid rules have relaxed, infections are down, and the air feels fresh and 
clean like it really hasn’t during the last two years.  Not because it IS fresher 
or cleaner, but perhaps because we are able to experience it as we once did 
pre-pandemic.  Not taking for granted that we can move freely, unmasked, 
and don’t have to worry as much as we have.  At least for now, because we 
don’t know what the future of Covid holds for any of us. 
 
This is a time to act!  Enjoy, Live, Experience as we did pre Covid!  This 
includes getting back to church and worship service.  Experience God!   
Worship God!  Learn, Grow and Rejoice in the fact that Christ is Risen!  
Christ is Risen Indeed!  In this we have hope for without the resurrection 
there would be no salvation!   
 

With a thankful heart, 
Pastor Michele Melia 
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May Breakfast 
Saturday, May 7th 

7:30 - 10:00am 
 

$10/Adults ~ $5/Children 5-12 ~ Under 5/Free 
 
Breakfast Menu:  Bacon or sausage, eggs, baked beans, 
home fries, toast, muffins, orange juice, coffee and tea.  
There will be a bake sale, baskets, and plants for sale. 

May 1st ~ A Few Things to Discuss 
 

 

COMMUNION 
 
Starting May 1st, we will resume the procession to the front of the sanctuary to receive  
the elements of communion.  We will continue to use the pre-filled chalices during this 
time.  Once you have returned to your seat, you can consume the elements.  If you are  
unable to go to the front of the sanctuary, Pastor Michele will come to you.  *Please allow 
physical distancing space with the person who is in front of you.*  **Anyone that does not 
feel comfortable in the procession can let Pastor Michele know before the service begins, 
and she will bring it to you once the procession is complete.** 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
 
We will resume Coffee Hour on Sunday, May 1st.  If you’d like to join in the fun  
of coffee hour, head to Fellowship Hall after worship.  We are still looking for more  
volunteers to bring goodies and help clean up.  Reach out to Kristen in the office if  
you are interested (401-724-7954 or info@wesley-umc.org). 

 
RECORDED SERVICES 
 
Beginning on May 1st, we will no longer be livestreaming worship services.   
They will be recorded and posted to the website, Facebook page, and You Tube 
channel directly following worship.  This allows us to focus on who is in the  
sanctuary during services and also to continue to share our services with those 
online or who cannot attend a live service.   
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Native American Ministries Sunday ~ May 1st 
 

Native American Ministries Sunday serves to remind United Methodists of  
the gifts and contributions made by Native Americans to our society and in 
our communities. This Special Sunday helps to ensure that Native American 
UM leaders are recognized and to celebrate their special voice in The United 
Methodist Church. 
 

The offerings are used to develop and strengthen Native American ministries 
in the annual conferences, and Native American rural, urban, reservation  

ministries and communities. It also provides scholarships for Native Americans attending UM schools of theology.  
Donations support vital ministries and churches in the Native American communities and allow The UMC to  
partner with existing native ministries to develop new programs on behalf of Native Americans.  
 

When you give generously on Native American Ministries Sunday, you equip seminary students who honor and 
celebrate Native American culture in their ministries. You empower congregations to find fresh and culturally  
appropriate ways to minister to their communities with Christ’s love.  Special envelopes will be available in 
your bulletins. 

Do you know someone who is graduating?  
  

It’s that time of year when we would like to honor those students 
graduating from high school, technical school or college.  We’d like 
to know where your student is graduating from and any future 
plans.  We celebrate in your pride and are so blessed to have them 
part of our Wesley family.  Please call or email the church office with 
the details. 

Thank you,  
Chris  

At the time of writing this article Team Jean has raised over $3000 
for the Purple Stride Walk supporting the Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network.  There will be more details in our next newsletter, but we 
wanted to thank everyone for their generous donations to this cause! 

 
You can still donate!  If you’d like to donate, go to: http://support.pancan.org/goto/teamjean22 

Community Outreach Ideas 
 
We need your ideas!  We are looking for opportunities to volunteer, share God’s  
love, bring us together, serve others and come together in fellowship.  If you know  
of an organization in need of support, remember a fellowship activity you would like 
to see come back or have new ideas, please let us know.   
 
Reach out to the church office if you have any suggestions. 

http://support.pancan.org/goto/teamjean22
https://secure.pancan.org/site/SPageServer/?pagename=purplestride_home
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Community Outreach Committee 
 
Our first two events in the month of April were a tremendous success 
because of the volunteers and generosity of all of you.  Our first Lenten 
Lunch served 54 people a delicious Clam Cake and Chowder lunch.  
Many took time to sit and eat with friends, reconnect, and enjoy each 
other’s company.  Others were able to pick up their food and share at 
home.  We want to thank Portside Fish Market in Rehoboth, MA for 
their support of this amazing time of fellowship. 

We also welcomed many friends 
in our Easter Egg Hunt.   

 

The children found Fellowship 
Hall filled with activities to do 
including taking pictures with 

the Easter Bunny and then over 
600 filled eggs to find.   

 

It was wonderful to 
have children up on 
the hill celebrating 

Easter together again. 
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Finance News May 2022 
 
Our 2022 Pledge campaign was completed in February, 
but it’s not too late to pledge if you feel called to a  
financial commitment to Wesley Church!  You can  
get a pledge form from the office or start automated 
giving directly on our website! 
 
We had a total of 17 commitments for a total of 
$34,895 in giving.  This includes Pledges as well as 
those on ACH for automated giving.  This compares  
to 23 commitments for $52,974 in 2021.   
 
I’d like to thank all those that give regularly, including 
6 with committed increases and 1 new pledge!   
 

To support our annual budget, our  
goals for tithes and gifts, as well as  
other sources, are shown in the chart. 
The ability to be the Church in Lincoln, 
to support local and worldwide needs, 
and cover the expenses for staff and 
facilities, relies on everyone.  Regard-

less of your ability to give financially, you are loved and you are of sacred worth.  Your gifts and talents, when 
used as a blessing for others, makes you the hands and feet of Jesus! 
 
The Trustees have invested in some building improvements as well.  You’ll see new floors in the Music Room 
and some classrooms.  There’s also new heating/air conditioning units in the offices.  While the new heating 
system has only been in since February, it looks like it’s already saving us on our monthly electric utility bills!  
Our monthly usage is less when compared to last year.  Michele and Kristen will appreciate the A/C as well! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re still in need of a person to assist with counting the weekly offering, ONCE per month.  We have a  
rotation to ensure that there are two persons able to prepare the deposit.  Thanks to all those that fill this vital 
function for us.  
 
With Gratitude and Thanksgiving!                                                                                  Dan, Chair of Finance 

Pledge and Non-Pledge  $  90,500 

Special Giving & Missions  $  14,500 

Endowment (General Fund ONLY)  $    1,600 

Building Use  $    8,000 

Fundraising  $    8,000 
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Sunday School is Looking for Volunteers 
 
The Sunday School is looking for volunteers when we start back up in 
September. We are in need of one teacher and one assistant for the  
elementary class {grades 3-7} and one assistant to help Melissa in the 
K-2 class.  If this sounds like something you might be interested in, you 
can contact Pastor Michele or Melissa.  All materials and curriculum will 
be provided.  Thank you. 

Melissa 

Golden Cross Sunday 
 

This year, more than ever, Aldersbridge Communities needs our  
support.  Golden Cross Sunday is when we recognize and support the 
work of those caring for our Elders, especially at the East Providence 
Aldersbridge, founded as United Methodist Elder Care long ago.   
 

Many members of Wesley have been residents of either the Apartments, Assisted Living, or Health 
Care Center.  Funds from Golden Cross help residents with subsidizing rent, reserving their space 
in the nursing home while hospitalized, meal subsidies or other important assistance provided to 
residents that are not covered by other programs.  They’ve been significantly impacted by Covid19 
and the strain on their resources has been close to crippling.  We can help these healthcare HEROs 
who operate as  Not-For-Profit to support a cause many of us hold dear. 
 

This year, we want to invite you to consider making a donation to Golden Cross in memory of or in 
honor of your parents or other loved ones.  For Mother’s Day or Father’s Day this year, you could 
tell your parent or other loved one that a donation has been made in their honor to help provide 
caring and compassionate assistance to Seniors at Aldersbridge.   
 

We will accept order forms, available below, at church beginning Sunday, May 8th.  You can send a 
check made payable to Wesley UMC marked for Golden Cross.  Donations will be accepted through 
June 12th.  Special envelopes will be available in the narthex. 
 

A message from Mike:  Covid has necessitated an entirely new approach to resident care and 
visitation. Skilled staff have been hard to find and retain, leading to difficulties with admissions 
and resulting in a decreased number of residents. Our fixed costs have remained the same. Only 
through the PPP and Employee Retention programs have we been able to maintain our high quality 
of care. Your Golden Cross gifts will go directly to help our residents with their personal needs. 
Thank you for caring.  Mike 

2022 Golden Cross Donation 

  

A donation has been made (circle one) in memory of  or in honor of           
    ______________________________________________________ 

by ______________________________________________________ . 
  

Donations can be mailed to the church office at 55 Woodland Street,  
Lincoln, RI 02865.  Please make check payable to Wesley UMC.  Thank you. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/55+Woodland+Street,%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Lincoln,+RI+02865?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/55+Woodland+Street,%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Lincoln,+RI+02865?entry=gmail&source=g
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Food is Love Food Pantry 
 

We collected 240 jars of  peanut butter for the month of  April - Great job!   
 

For the month of  MAY, we are collecting JELLY.  The deadline for donations is Friday,  
May 13th.  Donations can go in the narthex or the green bin outside of  the sanctuary doors.  
 

Valerie 
 
Results from April’s Food Pantry: 
 

Saturday Pantry had 333 Families/955 Individuals.   
Holy Family had 25 Families/63 Individuals.   
Good Shepherd had 15 Families/45 Individuals.   
Shut Ins had 18 Families/54 Individuals.   
Emergencies had 17 Families/51 Individuals.  
Homeless Shelter had 17 Families/51 Individuals.   
 

The total count was 425 Families/1219 Individuals with 30 New Registrations. 

Dear Friends, 
 
Our Easter celebration may be over, but our best friend Jesus still wants us to love like He taught us. 
It seems like too many people forget that part, and it makes my heart hurt.  
 
There are still some people that treat Rosy not nicely because she looks so different. It seems like 
they don’t want to find out what she’s like, to get to know her. It’s like they decide that because they 
don’t believe in unicorns, she can’t really be a unicorn. Or that because the Bible doesn’t talk about 
unicorns, Jesus can’t be her best friend. And if Jesus can’t be her best friend, then they don’t have to 
be kind to her, or let her be part of their group. And that’s just wrong!  
 
How can people who say they love Jesus treat other people that way just because they’re different? 
God made all of us, just the way they are, in every way. If we’re different, it’s because God made us 
different! Why don’t people understand that? Sometimes it makes me angry when people act that 
way. If they really love Jesus, how can they be mean to any of God’s creation? Can anybody explain 
that to me? 
 
No matter what people or animals look like, God made us all the way 
we are and we all deserve love. I know I’m little, and there may not  
be much I can do to change big problems. But I know I can be sure to 
love everyone just like Jesus told me to, the way Jesus loves me. And 
if you can too, maybe together we can change the world. 
 
With love, 
Your friend JC Lamb  
 

“Love your neighbor as much as you love yourself.” 
Matthew 22:39 “Here’s a picture of me and 

Molly loving Rosy!” 
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The Nursery is back! 

 

The nursery room has now reopened! 
 
This will be available for children under four years 
old during our worship service. 
 
We are still in need of a few more volunteers!  All volunteers must  
complete a BCI background check provided by the church and be  
willing to help at least one week per month. 
 
Please reach out to Kristen in the office or Pastor Michele if interested 
or for more details! 

reflections along The Way 
“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness! Teach me Your good paths.” 

                                           Psalm 119:64 
 
When I look out the window at the returning life of Spring, the beautiful colors, 
the array of leaves and blooms, I wonder how anyone can doubt the existence 
of a creating God. How could colliding atoms or planets create the endless  
variety we see every day of our lives? The trees, the flowers, the vegetables, 
even the rocks and animals show an intentional, carefully planned world. A 
world we have been gifted, a world we are called to care for. 
 
The thoughtless use – and overuse – of our natural resources harms not just 
the earth, but all it’s inhabitants. We have to decide, as individuals and as a  
society, if we will take up God’s call to be good stewards of all that we have  
received. Unfortunately, as that requires sacrifice on our parts, it is not a popular idea.  
 
Oscar Wilde said, “The things of nature do not really belong to us, we should leave them to our  
children as we have received them.” In some areas, we have gone beyond this, passing the point of  
no return as there are animals that are now extinct and lands that can never be returned to their  
original state. But it is not too late in so many other areas. 
 
What steps can you take to be a better steward of this marvelous gift from God? As a church, we are 
talking steps. We have switched to a utility provider that uses solar panels to produce electricity. It 
may be a small step, but every step, no matter how small, is a step in the right direction.  
 
I invite you to step outside for a moment, and take in the blessings of this place we call home. Note 
the beauty, the variety. Truly see the miracle of rebirth this Spring, and offer God the steps you will 
take to protect this priceless gift. 
 
If faith, 
Coni 
Lay Leader 
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May 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 
 

Native American 
Ministries Sunday 

2 
 
 
 
 

Hand in Hand  
P/T Conf’s  

6-8pm 

3 
 
 
 

 
CLCC 
6:30pm 

4 
 
 
 
 

Hand in Hand  
P/T Conf’s  

6-8pm 

5 
Worship  
Planning 
10:15am 

6 7 
 
 
 

7:30-10:00am 

8 
 

Worship 
10:00am 

Coni Ferland 
 

              Golden  
              Cross  

              Sunday 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

Trustees 7pm 

10 
 
 
 
 

 
Hand in Hand  

P/T Conf’s  
6-8pm 

11 12 
 
 
 

 
Hand in Hand  

P/T Conf’s  
6-8pm 

13 14 

15 
Worship 
10:00am 

Lynne Lamarre 

16 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance 
6:30pm 

18 19 20 21 

22 
Worship 
10:00am 

Pastor Michele 

 

23 24 25 26 
 

Hand in Hand 

Field Day 

27 28 

29 
Worship 
10:00am 

Susan Newbury 

30 
No Hand in Hand 

 

31 
 

Office Closed 

     


