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When Tragedy Strikes!
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I’m sure the title above grabbed your attention, just
as an article I recently came across grabbed mine.
It is one that I will share with you because this last
month has found me reflecting on recent tragedies
that I have read about or seen on the news. Tragedy
is a very human experience that all of us will have
enter our lives in one form or another. Often it infiltrates our personal lives and other times it can be a world away. In
preparing for this message to all of you, yet two more senseless tragedies
struck. This time a little closer in Buffalo, New York and another further
away in Texas.
During my reflection, I came across an article by Joe Iovino titled: “’You
did it for me;’ Serving others in times of tragedy.” It starts out by telling us:
“In the midst of tragic loss by violence or disaster, United Methodists long
to participate in God’s work in the world. We pray, worship, and offer well
wishes. We also serve, lend a hand, and meet a need. Through our service,
we often find healing for ourselves as the Holy Spirit moves in and through
us.”
This article references Matthew chapter 25 verse 31 – 46 in which Jesus
says that by serving others who are in great need, we are serving him. The
article provides ideas for how we can serve when people are hungry, thirsty
or in need of clothing. How we can embrace love for our neighbors, do no
harm, care for others who are sick, justice ministries and more.

I encourage you to read this article, (it can be found at umc.org) as well as
the verses in the Gospel of Matthew. In our Gospel we have hope. For
through Jesus, we find hope, and by using him as our example we can serve
people who have the greatest need. Becoming active in the church, volunteering or donating your many gifts and talents are instrumental to spreading
the love Jesus has for all of God’s children. Today. Tomorrow. Always.
Blessings Always,
Pastor Michele Melia

"A radically inclusive community, rooted in God, growing in the Spirit, sharing the love of Christ, to bring justice to the world.”

Summer Worship
10:00am Sunday Mornings
Summer Worship will remain at 10:00am on Sunday
mornings, with a recording available on our You Tube
channel and website after the service is done. Summer
services will be a little shorter than regular services. If you have any questions, please
contact the church office or Pastor Michele.

Community Outreach Committee
The end of April and beginning of May were certainly busy for our church
family. On April 30th we walked in the PurpleStride Event to help raise awareness and funds for the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network. This organization
aids with those effected by Pancreatic Cancer as well as supports research.

Thanks to your generosity,
Team Jean raised:

$4624.00
If you would like to learn more about this organization or donate if you have not had a chance,
the information is below. It was a wonderful day of fellowship and inspiration, and we hope to
be able to do it again next year.
To donate go to: http://support.pancan.org/goto/teamjean22
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May Breakfast Thanks
It was wonderful to see so many people from the community
join us for the May Breakfast. Through the coordination of
Linda Andrews and many volunteers, we were able to enjoy
this annual event that had to be canceled for the past two
years due to Covid. Thank you to all who donated and helped
in anyway. Whether you cooked, served, baked or supported
this event, we appreciate you all.
A note from Linda A:
We would like to thank everyone that helped with the May breakfast and all those that baked goodies
and who donated candy for the May baskets. Everyone worked very hard to make it a great success!!!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

CHECK OUT OUR COMMUNITY OUTREACH BOARD
FOR MORE PICTURES OF THE EVENTS ON YOUR
WAY TO FELLOWSHIP HALL
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Community Outreach Needs Your Ideas!
Now we need your ideas! We are looking for opportunities to
volunteer, share God’s love, bring us together, serve others and
come together in fellowship. If you know of an organization in need
of support, remember a fellowship activity you would like to see come
back or have new ideas please let us know.
We continue to support the Northern RI Food Pantry and our hope is
to plan craft events to support the Christmas Fair, a Summer Picnic,
and a Welcome Back Breakfast in the Fall. But we would love your
ideas. Reach out to the church office if you have any suggestions or would like to join our committee.

Cumberland-Lincoln Community Chorus
CLCC had two "rehearsals" outside in the parking
lot on May 2nd and May 3rd. It was great to be
back together again, even if it was a small group.
Looking forward to getting back to our regular fall
schedule in September with inside rehearsals at
Wesley and our usual holiday concerts at various
churches, including Wesley. Glad to have Wesley
as our home base.

Left Picture Director Judith
Lynn Stillman
Right Picture CLCC members
singing together

“Let There Be Peace”
The Arnold Mills Parade Association will be holding its Fourth of July
Road Race and Parade again this year in Cumberland, RI.
54th Annual Road Race begins at 9:00am
4 miles, $30 to enter, 50 Arnold Mills Drive
96th Annual Parade begins at 11:00am
Free to enter a walking “unit” or a float/car, Nate Whipple Highway, Entry forms available online
Fun, Food, and Music!! Admission is free to the Parade - however donations are gratefully accepted.
For more info, visit: https://arnoldmillsparade.com
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Finance News, June 2022
Can you hear me?
We’ve recently applied for additional Grant funding from the
Office of Congregational Development’s Together for Tomorrow
Grant program. In 2020 we received funding to kickstart our Technology upgrades,
and we’re very thankful for their support, and yours as well! What we find now is that the weak link is in the
audio quality. You may have noticed some feedback or echoing in the Sanctuary. Or, if you’re watching from
home, the sound is very soft. Our efforts to fix one impacted the other. Our request, if approved, will provide
funding to upgrade the sound equipment, purchase cordless microphones and a new hearing assistance system
for those that need it. We’ve already received a directed financial gift from within the Wesley Community of
$1200 to support these upgrades. We hope to have enough funding to make these improvements and improve
the quality of our Worship for everyone, regardless of how or when they Worship with us. If you are interested in helping with the Sunday morning technology, please see Dan or Mike - we’re happy to train!

Financial Giving Year to Date
Through May 15th, our pledge and financial giving is lower this year compared to last year by 25%, and almost
33% lower than our budgeted expectations. While our expenses are about break even, we don’t have the anticipated surplus our budget planning suggested we would. This surplus was to allow us to increase Community
support, fund necessary maintenance, fund new media licenses and Worship resources, increase funding for
cleaning services, meet Conference Mission Shares, and other necessary expenses. While I’m very grateful
to all those who give generously, I am yet concerned about the need for additional fund-raising opportunities.
I’m confident that we’ll find a way to make ends meet, but the ability to go from “just getting by” and “being
a blessing” to others is where your additional support makes the difference. A 10%
increase in regular giving gets us half-way there. If you have the ability to make this
small increase, it would go a long way. If you’re able to make any increase, it would
be a blessing to Wesley and those that benefit from the Love of God and Light to the
World we hope to be.

+10%

ONLINE GIVING
Regular, automated giving is still the best way to ensure your planned giving to Wesley UMC is received.
This also makes it easier for the volunteers counting the collection or tracking your giving. You can setup,
modify, or cancel your giving at any time. One-time donations to a specific cause, easy. Regular giving to the
General Fund or Missions, just as easy. Check out the options at Wesley United Methodist Church, Lincoln
RI (myvanco.com).
On behalf of the Finance Committee, Thank You for all you do!
Dan, Chair

Memorial Share Addition
A Memorial has been given as a Birthday Remembrance in Loving Memory of our
dear friend Martha by her “Sunday Brunch Bunch.”
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Golden Cross Sunday
Golden Cross is when we recognize and support the work of those caring
for our Elders, especially at the East Providence Aldersbridge, founded as
United Methodist Elder Care long ago.
Funds from Golden Cross help residents with subsidizing rent, reserving
their space in the nursing home while hospitalized, meal subsidies or other important assistance provided to
residents that are not covered by other programs. We can help these healthcare HEROs who operate as Not
-For-Profit to support a cause many of us hold dear.
We invite you to consider making a donation to Golden Cross in memory of or in honor of your parents or
other loved ones. You could tell your loved one that a donation has been made in their honor to help provide
caring and compassionate assistance to Seniors at Aldersbridge. We will accept order forms, available below, at church now through June 12th. You can send a check made payable to Wesley UMC marked for
Golden Cross. Special envelopes are available in the narthex.
A message from Mike: Covid has necessitated an entirely new approach to resident care and visitation.
Skilled staff have been hard to find and retain, leading to difficulties with admissions and resulting in a decreased number of residents. Our fixed costs have remained the same. Only through the PPP and Employee
Retention programs have we been able to maintain our high quality of care. Your Golden Cross gifts will go
directly to help our residents with their personal needs. Thank you for caring. Mike

2022 Golden Cross Donation
A donation has been made (circle one) in memory of or in honor of
______________________________________________________
by ______________________________________________________ .
Donations can be mailed to the church office at 55 Woodland Street,
Lincoln, RI 02865. Please make check payable to Wesley UMC. Thank you.

Hello Friends!
I’ve been thinking a lot about family lately. How family can be big or little,
how family can be hard to be with or easy, loving or not so loving. But no
matter what, Jesus, our best friend ever, is with us. When our family is fun
and loving, Jesus is happy with us. If our family is hard, or not loving, Jesus
is with us to love us and comfort us. We can always count on Jesus to be a
part of our family, all of us no matter what we look like or sound like, or
where we live. And that makes me feel safe and happy!
Love,
JC Lamb

“God destined us to be his adopted children through Jesus Christ
because of his love. This was according to his goodwill and plan…”
Ephesians 1:5 Common English Bible
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reflections along The Way
“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness! Teach me Your good paths.”
Psalm 119:64
I have been feeling called to be creative lately, and struggled with that as I don’t
consider myself to be a creative person. The highlight of my drawing skills is
that my stick figure’s legs both reach the “ground.” Painting isn’t much better.
Singing is something I typically only do when I’m alone, because I’d like to keep
my friends. I see something I’d like to photograph, can even see in my mind
how the photo should come out, but don’t have the skill to make that a reality.
But I realized the other day, that art is not the only way to be creative. And that
we all have the ability to create. For me, it came when I realized that housework
(not my favorite pastime!) is a way to create – to create a safe, clean, welcoming
space for my family. I like to organize things – and that creates a sense of calm out of chaos. I’ve
recently taken up crocheting again, after a time away, and have been making prayer shawls. This
allows me to create comfort and connection between the recipient and God (I pray!), and to help
them feel loved.
How about you? Will you join me in looking at the things we do in our daily lives that allow us to
create? Because creating, in any and every form, is a wonderful way to connect us with God the
ultimate Creator.
In faith,
Coni
Lay Leader

Food is Love Food Pantry
The Northern Rhode Island food pantry picked up 205 jars of jelly on Monday,
May 16th. Thank you for all your donations!
For the month of June, we will be collecting Canned Fruit. All donations are
due by Friday, June 10th. Let’s make our goal of 200 cans! We would love to
see more than 200 cans! As school will be ending in the middle of June, families
will need our help even more during the summer months.
Best regards,
Valerie
Results from May’s Food Pantry:
Saturday Pantry had 315 Families/993 Individuals.
Holy Family had 20 Families/50 Individuals.
Shut Ins had 18 Families/54 Individuals.
Emergencies had 21 Families/51 Individuals.
Homeless Shelter had 17 Families/51 Individuals.
The total count was 391Families/1199 Individuals with 37 New Registrations.
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June 12th - PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY (from umc.org)
Our Social Principles call us to love our enemies, seek justice, and serve as
reconcilers of conflict. We insist that the first moral duty of all nations is to
work together to resolve by peaceful means every dispute that arises between
or among them.
The United Methodist Church, with its historic commitment to peace and
justice, can and should provide leadership to this social transformation. We
recognize and renew our call for social transformation, for the quest to open
the doors of opportunity for all, to distribute resources more equitably, and to
provide better care for persons in need.
Donations for this special Sunday support programs and ministries to educate, equip and mobilize
actions in support of identified Economic, Health, and Gender Justice
Priorities. Fifty percent of the offering remains in your annual conference to support this ministry.
Your gift, joined with the gifts of others makes a significant impact in the lives of individuals and
communities. Special envelopes will be available in the narthex on this Sunday.

Ukraine Relief
You can donate to Advance#
982450, UMCOR International
Disaster Response and Recovery to
provide direct assistance to those in
Ukraine as well as assistance to those
fleeing to neighboring countries.
Envelopes are in the narthex.

June Special Days
June 5th - Pentecost
June 12th - Peace with Justice Sunday
June 19th - Father’s Day & Juneteenth
June 21st - 1st Day of Summer
June 26th - Summer Services stay at 10am

Do you know someone who is graduating?
It’s that time of year when we would like to honor those
students graduating from high school, technical school or
college. We’d like to know where your student is graduating
from and any future plans.
We celebrate in your pride and are so blessed to have them
part of our Wesley family. Please email the church office at
info@wesley-umc.org with the details.

Thank you,
Chris
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June 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

5

Worship
10:00am

6

7

8

Fri

Worship
Planning
Meeting
10:15am

2

3

4

9

10

11

Annual Conference June 9-11

Pastor Michele

Worship
10:00am

Sat

12

Hand in Hand
Program
& Last Day

13

14

15

16

17

18

Coni Ferland

Admin
Council 7pm

Peace with
Justice Sunday

19

20

21

DS Calhoun
Farewell
WUMC
6:00pm
22

23

24

25

Worship 10am
Pastor Michele

Worship
10:00am

26

Tres Dias
10am - 3pm

27

28

29

30

Pastor Michele
Summer
Services Begin
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