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A whole year! July 1, 2022, marks the one-year anniversary of my appointment to Wesley United Methodist Church and what a year it has been. It has
been my honor and has been a blessing to be your pastor this past year. New
relationships have formed in a loving and trusting bond that I credit our Lord
and Savior with. All glory and praise to God! We never know where God
may lead us but being open to whatever God wants us to do is the first step.
As I have reflected on this past year, I have personally embraced the challenges due to the pandemic which, at times, felt like a roller coaster with ups and
downs. I am sure it was like this for many of you as well, but through God
our church worked as one body. It makes me think of Ephesians chapter 4,
verse 16:
“

From whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with
which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s
growth in building itself up in love.”

The “body” found in this verse IS the church. The individual parts of the
body are all of US. “Joined and knit together by every ligament” is what
makes everything work together harmoniously. Wesley United Methodist
Church has worked hard during this past year in building up the church to
reach people outside the walls, into the community and beyond wherever
we could. The technology team enhanced this ability with live-streaming and
recorded services and have been working on a new website that will launch
soon. The newly created Community Outreach Team has been busy with
events for our church and for our community in which the whole church came
together to help. A few members became involved in the Rhode Island United Methodist Church’s for Justice – which you can read more about in this
newsletter.

These are but a few examples of what our church has been doing this past year. BUT WAIT! There is so
much more to come! We welcome and invite you to join us. In as much or as little as you would like to take
part in. For nothing is too small! God can turn the smallest of things into the grandest of things – and it is a
wonder to behold. If you would like to take part in anyway, big or small, won’t you join us?
I look forward to this next year at Wesley United Methodist Church and if we haven’t met yet, I would love to
meet you. I encourage you to come to worship service to see what the Worship Team has been working so
hard to create! It is a wonderful experience in which we come together and share the love of God.
Hope to see you soon for we are all co-workers in God’s service and ALL are welcome!
With Appreciation,
Pastor Michele Melia

"A radically inclusive community, rooted in God, growing in the Spirit, sharing the love of Christ, to bring justice to the world.”

SUMMER PSALMS
July 03, 10, 31
August 07, 21, 28
This summer we hope you will join us for 10am Sunday
Worship Service where we will explore the book of
Psalms. Psalms is a collection of 150 poems that include:
Songs of Praise, Prayers for Help, Thanks, Trust, Wisdom,
Instruction and so much more!
Come Join Us! We think you will be glad you did!

2022 Golden Cross Donations
Funds from Golden Cross provide caring and compassionate assistance to Seniors
at Aldersbridge Communities that are not covered by other programs.

We thank all who donated to Golden Cross.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!!

reflections along The Way
“O Lord the earth is full of Your loving kindness! Teach me Your good paths.”

Psalm 119:64
I’ve been thinking about what life might feel like, might look like, if we lived
our lives unafraid…
What if what other people think of us didn’t matter; if we didn’t let the challenges we will face stop us; if we didn’t tie our egos to the outcome? What if
we took ourselves out of the equation? What if we lived within the equation:
Following God’s Call
+ Our Honest Effort
All We Need to Succeed
Sounds kind of intimidating, doesn’t it? Letting go of our plans, our expectations, our fears. But
when we focus on those things, rather than on the gifts God has blessed us with – the very gifts
we need to carry out our call – we limit ourselves. And, more importantly, we deny the world the
opportunity to witness and participate in God’s design.
What would it be like if we lived unafraid? I don’t know exactly, but I’m willing to work at it, so we
can find out. What about you?
In faith,
Coni,
Lay Leader
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College, etc.
Victoria graduated from Boston College with a
Masters degree in Social Work. She will be
working at The Children’s Community Support
Collaborative through the Home for Little
Wanderer’s.
Nicholas graduated from the University of RI
with a degree in Economics.
High School
Emma is graduating from Attleboro
High School and will be attending UMASS
Boston, majoring in Nursing.
Mackenzie is graduating from North Smithfield
High School and will be attending CCRI, majoring in Nursing.

Makayla graduated from Fisher College with a
Master’s in Counseling Psychology.
Kelsey graduated from Tony & Guy
Hairdressing Academy with a license in
Cosmetology.
Donawea is now a Licensed Practical Nurse
(LPN) after graduating from MA Tri-County
Regional Vocational Technical School.

Farewell to DS Calhoun
Members of the Seacoast District, family and friends gathered in person and
online to celebrate Dr. Calhoun and say farewell at a worship service on June
18, 2022, at Wesley UMC in Lincoln, RI.
After eight years on the New England Conference Cabinet, Seacoast District
Superintendent Rev. Dr. David Calhoun is returning to local church ministry.
Beginning July 1, Dr. Calhoun will serve as pastor of Trinity UMC in Springfield, MA.
Though he served the maximum eight years as DS (a six-year term with two
one-year extensions), Dr. Calhoun said Saturday that superintendent was not a role he sought.
In his sermon, Dr. Calhoun talked about what it means to be called – even when we might feel unprepared.
“When God calls us, God does not expect us to be perfect, or to have all of the answers, God calls us to be
faithful,” Dr. Calhoun said. “God does not call the qualified. God qualifies the called. The key to serving God
is a desire to make a difference and to leave the world a better place.”

He went on to say, “We are all called to represent Jesus in the world, to give the salt its flavor. Long before
believers were called Christians, they were known as disciples of Christ. A disciple is one who is in love
with Jesus, who studies his word and follows his example … .”
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Welcome District Superintendent Rev. Santos-Perez
Wesley United Methodist Church is excited to welcome our new
District Superintendent Rev. Wanda Santos-Perez.
On January 23, 2022, Bishop Devadhar announced that effective July 1, 2022, Rev.
Santos-Perez would be the new District Superintendent for the Seacoast District.
His announcement included the following:
“Rev. Santos-Perez comes to our leadership team with a deep spirituality and
experience serving both as a local pastor and as an elder in our conference.
I could not be more pleased and grateful that she has agreed to join the Cabinet.
Rev. Santos-Perez’s passion for global mission and discipleship formation will only enhance our commitment to these areas.
When Wanda traveled with me on pilgrimages to the Holy Land and Taizé, I had the opportunity to see,
first-hand, her passion for the inclusion of all God’s children, especially youth and young adults, at the
Table of God.
Since 2020, Rev. Santos-Perez has served Faith UMC in Chicopee, MA. Prior to that she served Quinsigamond UMC in Worcester, Charlton City UMC in Charlton, and Oxford UMC, all in Massachusetts.
Rev. Santos-Perez serves as co-chair of the Entrance Committee of the Conference Board of
Ordained Ministry and is on the Commonwealth West District Committee on Ordained Ministry;
she is also a member of the Aldersgate Camp and Retreat Center’s Board of Directors.
Rev. Santos-Perez served as assistant dean and dean of UMW’s Mission u between 2013-2016; she called
that experience and pilgrimages to the Holy Land, Taizé, and South Korea “life transforming.”
Born in Puerto Rico and raised in New York City, Rev. Santos-Perez received her bachelor’s degree
from Temple University in Philadelphia and a Master of Divinity from Lancaster Theological Seminary in
Pennsylvania.”

Hearts for Social Justice Group
Forms from Wesley UMC and
Other RI Methodist Churches
Together with other churches in our district, we have just
formed: “Hearts for Social Justice.”
First, let us tell you about the Kintsugi heart. It is named for
something that is broken, say a favorite teacup and rather than
being thrown away, it is repaired with gold, and the resulting piece becomes stronger, more valuable, and
beautiful for having been loved and broken.
Continued on next page
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That term has been applied to the human heart as well. A heart broken
through love, loss, death, abuse, war, natural disaster, etc. can be healed
and the person made stronger, more valuable, and beautiful from the
experience.
In February, many at Wesley received an email forwarded from Arlene
Tully, pastor of Arnold Mills UMC. It read: “A group of folks at Arnold
Mills UMC have been working on forming a new justice ministry, which
we envision being involved in education, advocacy, and legislative action at the state level, informed by the
UMC Social Principles. We would like to invite participation from other UMCs in RI to form a ‘United
Methodists for Justice’ group that would work collaboratively. We believe that our justice-making efforts
would be more visible and effective with a larger and more diverse group. This would also give smaller
churches with limited human resources an opportunity to become actively involved in justice work." The
philosophy being that one of us working the problem is a drop in the bucket, a few of us is a ripple in the
stream, but lots of us from many churches together can make a wave!
Pastor Michele, Coni and Linda and Mike accepted that invitation not knowing anything else about the meeting. But we knew that our hearts are broken over and over like yours - by hunger, poverty, homelessness, gun
violence, racism, and abuses of so many kinds. We attended the first meeting over zoom a couple of weeks
later. There were members of 8 RI churches at that meeting. Since then, we have met about every 2 weeks and
held a day long retreat at Camp Aldersgate. We have discussed the injustices that we see every day in our lives
and what we could, as a group, do to make a difference. We have decided that, for now at least, we will work
on the problem of homelessness. Not because we think that it the worst problem facing us today, but because
Pastor Duane Clinker at Matthewson Street UMC is already heavily involved. He will ‘train us’ and, with his
direction, we can do the most good in the shortest amount of time. We will then apply that learning to other
injustices, and as we know there are many!
If, like us, you are being called to help, if your heart is broken too and you want to become a ‘Kintsugi Heart,’
we urge you to reach out to any one of us and we will help you with the details.
There are many reasons to join us, here are 3:
1. You feel the need to do something instead of being outraged and heartbroken
2. You feel you can make a real difference when you band with our brothers and sisters to use the power
of our collective faith and action
3. You want a very cool tee shirt with Coni’s interpretation of the Kintsugi heart!
Prayerfully,
Linda, Mike, Coni, and Pastor Michele
Hearts for Social Justice

Hearts for Social Justice

Hearts for Social Justice

Hearts for Social Justice

Community Outreach Committee
As summer is upon us, we want to keep
the momentum of fellowship and community
going. On the next page, there is information
about a few events coming up.
Feel free to reach out to Kristen in the church office (info@wesley-umc.org)
for more information or ways you can get involved.
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Join Us for a Fiesta!

Friday, July 22nd
at 6:30pm
And watch ENCANTO!
Bring your lawn chair or comfortable blanket to sit on. We will
be showing the film in Fellowship Hall, so this is rain or shine.

All these events will have details to come,
but we wanted you to be able to
mark your calendars.
Welcome Back Sunday School BBQ – September 11th
Blessing of the Animals – October 2nd
Trunk or Treat Family Night – October 29th

Food is Love Food Pantry
The food pantry picked up 235 jars of canned fruit on Monday, June 13th. I would like to thank everyone
for their donations! Don’t forget that we are collecting BOXES OF CEREAL AND OATMEAL for the
month of JULY. Donations are due no later than Friday, July 8th.
Summer time is a crucial time with children not getting meals at school. Let's make our goal of 200 boxes!
Best regards,
Valerie
Results from June’s Food Pantry:
Saturday Pantry had 332 Families and Unique Households had 429 Families.
Shut Ins had 26 Families/78 Individuals.
Emergencies had 13 Families/51 Individuals.
Homeless Shelter had 14 Families/42 Individuals.
The total count was 595 Families/1717 Individuals with 59 New Registrations. The RI Food Pantry went to 2 times a month distribution this June.
They also delivered 60 bags to the school children in the test program, 40
to Central Falls and 20 to BF Norton.
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Community Outreach Wants Your Ideas!
We still need your ideas! We are looking for opportunities to volunteer, share
God’s love, bring us together, serve others and come together in fellowship. If
you know of an organization in need of support, remember a fellowship activity
you would like to see come back or have innovative ideas please let us know.
We continue to support the Northern RI Food Pantry and our hope is to plan craft
events to support the Christmas Fair, a Summer Picnic, and a Welcome Back
Breakfast in the Fall. But we would love your ideas. Reach out to the church
office if you have any suggestions or would like to join our committee.

2020

Dear Friends,
I’ve been watching the garden growing at my special friend’s house,
and I learned something. Maybe you already know this because you’re
bigger than I am, but it was new to me. This year the peas got planted
in a different place and they are growing like crazy! My special friend
explained that sometimes plants need new soil to grow, because different plants use different nutrients in the soil. So if a type of plant
stays in the same place too long they can’t grow the way they should,
because they’ve used up what they need from the soil. This year the
peas are planted where the lettuce and beans were last year, and the
beans are planted in a whole new part of the garden.

I think we’re like the plants sometimes.
If we stay in the same place too long, we don’t grow the way we should.
We need new soil – we need to hear new stories and new ideas, learn
about new ways of looking at things, and new ways of sharing God’s
love, so that we can keep growing the way God wants us to grow.

2022

We can all be part of God’s Garden, and grow together. I think I’m a
pumpkin. I’m taking a long time to
grow, but my leaves are big so I can
absorb more of the Son-light that God
sends us. And when I’m done growing
I’ll be strong, like the pumpkin is hard
on the outside, so that I won’t be affected by what is happening around
me. And from my inside, I’ll be able to
feed others and have lots of seeds that can help grow more pumpkins, more disciples for our best friend Jesus.

2022

I think that’s a pretty good thing to be. What about you? What will
you be in God’s Garden?
Love,
JC Lamb
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Finance News, July 2022
This may be the last time you see “Finance News”! If that’s a relief, then a big AMEN is in order. If that’s
a concern, then I welcome you to join the Finance Committee for regular updates! Current research shows
that simply showing financial reports, charts, graphs, and “letting people know” what the financial needs of
the Church are is not the way to meet those same financial needs. I get it. Most people read past the Finance
News. Most of those that do express interest are in positions of leadership in the Church that get regular
reporting.
What you will start to get, however, is how the impact of
your generosity and stewardship is affecting the lives of
those who attend and those who benefit from all that we do.
Impact statements, mission moments, testimony of God’s
love abounding in so many ways. They are there, we simply
may not see them or hear about them often enough.
How does your generosity, your support of Wesley Church
and the Community, IMPACT others? How has your Faith
Journey IMPACTed you personally? How do we as a community IMPACT those around us? At work, at home, and
yes, even at Church.

The Knowledge of the Power of God is the key to Evangelism, Salvation, and Growth. The Church buildings
and Worship are only the base camp from which we fill our cup, prepare ourselves, engage, pray, prepare.
How we bring the Love of God to those we meet is us being the Hands and Feet of Christ. Then come back,
refill that cup, offer Praise and Worship to God, and go out again.
Budgets are an important planning tool, and will continue to be used by Church leadership to evaluate how we
use the resources we have. When needs are beyond the reach of the Church coffers, then you’ll hear about that
too. If you believe in the mission of the Church, understand how you can be a part, then I trust that the Church
will be just fine.
Several people approached me after the Celebration for DS David Calhoun recently. Many said how beautiful
our Sanctuary is and how great our Hospitality was. Why do we keep that a secret? I love Wesley Church and
hope it will be around for the generations to follow. I know the IMPACT it has had on many youth, on me,
and on those that are invited to visit and return to be part of the Church Family. Are we perfect? I certainly
hope not. If you believe in what we do, trust in God to fill in where we can’t, then yes, we’ll be just fine.
Many Blessings for all the Gifts we have to offer!
Dan, Finance Chair

Lamentations Bible Study
with Pastor Barry Burdick from Grace United Methodist Church,
July 6th - August 3rd (5 weeks), Wednesdays, 6-7:30pm via Zoom
Contact Pastor Michele if you are interested in attending and she
will send you the information and Zoom link.
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July 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
Worship
Planning
915am

Sat
1

2

Summer is Here
3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

22

23

Worship
10:00am
Pastor Michele

Worship
10:00am

Kristen is on Vacation July 11th - 15th

Pastor Michele

Trustees 7pm

Worship
10:00am

17

18

19

20

21

Dan Genannt

Finance
630pm
Worship
10:00am

24

25

Kids Movie
Night 630pm
26

27

28

29

30

Lynne Lamarre

Worship
10:00am

31

Pastor Michele

Hand in
Hand
Playdate
630-730pm
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